DRAFT VERSION

Abdu'l-Baha in Britain , 1913

This document is currently being updated to the web weekly .

5 Dec 1912- 21 Jan 1913
Liverpool, London, Oxford
Edinburgh, Bristol, Woking



Information

QR Codesfor Mobiles
Use these symbols tojump quickly onto the internet

Facebook Email Lulu PDF Doc Map Changes
Discussion Compiler Print Copy Latest Copy Latest Copy OfPlaces Over Time
OFg=~H0]
2
mxEE

Discussion Forum and Contact

There is a facebook page to discuss the contents of this work . Please do send in any feedback,
newspaper reports, accounts, talks, footnotes, corrections etc for improving this work, to :

Facebook Group : facebook.com/groups/abdulbahainbritain

Email (David) : paintdrawer.co.uk/david/email.php

Map of Locati ons Visited

An interactive map to explore locations visited in Britain and France can be found at
paintdrawer.co.uk/david/abdul _-baha-uk/map.htm

Download this Book
This work is freely available, but there are several versions.

Standard Version (PDF), good for the ordinary reader, which corrects misspellings and basic
archaicisms like 'thou’ :
paintdrawer.co.uk/david/folders/spirituality/bahai/abdulbaha/sohrab -diary-uk-1913.pdf

Academic Version (DOC) good for scholars, retaining all the original late -night slips in certain
styles and corrections to make the standard version in another style, as well as a few hidden
comments of tasks to do (visible by turning on hidden symbols) :
paintdrawer.co.uk/david/folders/spirituality/bahai/abdulbaha/sohrab -diary-uk-1913.doc

Original Diary Scans(ZIP/JPG), being Sohrabs letters and a few extra items in original handwriting

paintdrawer.co.uk/david/folders/spirituality/bahai/abdulbaha/sohrab -diary-uk-1913-scans.zip

List of Changes- This work gets updated, so please note the 'updated’ date on the front page to
see how old yours is and make sure you have the latest version. You can get a list of changes by
pasting the text of your version along with the latest one into a tex t differencer to see what's been
changed. Examples of programs are WinMerge (Windows), and online sites such as quickdiff.com .
This is best done using the DOC versionmade in Word since you can paste the main text and then
paste the footnotes. Note that changes in page and footnote refs will get highlighted and the best
way to avoid this is to use the Find feature on the styles (- Jmp Footnote’, '- Jmp Page’), select
'Highlight all items' and then hit delete on them.

Print ed Book
A materials -cost printed copy of this book can be ordered online at:

www.lulu.com/.../.... (to be provided)

A large-print version can also be made available on request (see Contact above).


https://www.facebook.com/groups/abdulbahainbritain
http://www.paintdrawer.co.uk/david/email.php
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/david/abdul-baha-uk/map.htm
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/david/folders/spirituality/bahai/abdulbaha/sohrab-diary-uk-1913.pdf
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/david/folders/spirituality/bahai/abdulbaha/sohrab-diary-uk-1913.doc
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/david/folders/spirituality/bahai/abdulbaha/sohrab-diary-uk-1913-scans.zip
http://winmerge.org/
https://www.quickdiff.com/
http://www.lulu.com/

About the Book

This book is a 'hybrid' book, with a great many internet links (usually as symbols) which you can
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whilst you read you can easily glance to the digital version and click for more information.
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to use the splendid front photo .
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lllustrations can bring a text to life even more and this volume would really benefit from any
illustrations that individuals would care to p rovide to illustrate the events it depicts.



Introduction
About the Diary

Every page of this diary is a delight to read, with detailed descriptions //E:/‘ Jlo— Gopochuc A%l
of everything Abdu'l-Baha did on board the ship, in people's homes, “SELE s o/ sz

H B . . . . . n i - — - | - Ca B
walking abroad the streets, travelling i n trains and cars, until His final ““ewesd sezz pqtez. -

fond farewell to the people of Britain. At one moment, Abdul-Bahds =% e
ship is being tossed about in violent seas, at another 700 adults are “7~ "
cheering Him from the tops of their voices, or hundreds of children
waving Him off with their caps . The friends ride on tops of cars, eat and
laugh together, and all manner of people, whether tramps, artists,
scientists or Maharajah, come to visit His inviting door; like boats upon a river, these bright stories
are borne forward on the ripple of life 's everyday moments dancing on a tiring schedule of labour
and sacrifice that He and His companionswere devotedly engaged in.

To this wonderful, engaging diary, have been added copious notes , alternative accounts, and an
appendix of the talk s which were found available at the time of printing. There will be others,
which will become incorporated as they become available.

Abdu'l-Baha's Visit - European Journeys

Abdul-Baha visited Britain as part of a wider tour of the West, journeying
twice to Europe, 1911 and 1913, and on each occasionvisiting Britain.

In 1911, aged 67, Abdul-Baha set off from Egypt (11 Aug), visiting ?
Switzerland (22 Aug - 3 Sep), England (4 Sep - 3 Oct), and France (3
Oct - 2 Dec), and then returned to Egypt. Whilst in England, He visited
London (4 Sep - 3 Oct) with journeys out to Byfleet in Surrey (9 Sep),
Bristol (23-25 Sep), Byfleet (28 Sep) - that 1911 visit can be read .
about in the book "Abdul-Baha in London”, in the European section
of "Chosen Highway? - both works readily available in print or ?Té‘-
é: b

1913 Visit to UK
13 Dec-21 Jan

on the internet - and in the UK Centenary publication "In the
Footsteps of the Master".

MO
In 1912/3, aged Abglll-Baha set off from America (5 _»_J
Dec), visiting England and Scotland (13 Dec - 21 Jan), France
(22 Jan - 30 Mar), Germany (1 - 8 Apr), Austria (8 Apr), Hungary
(9-19 Apr), Austria (19-24 Apr), Germany (25 Apr - 1 May), France (2 May - 13
Jun), and returned to Egypt (17 Jun) . Whilst in Britain, He visited (see
map) Liverpool, London, Oxford, Edinburgh, Bristol, Woking, and also
Reading for about 20 mins, and this visit can be read in particularly fine detail in these pages that
follow . The trip is also described in the untranslated portion of Mahmud 's Diary, and material is to
be found in Chosen Highway?, Star of the West, and various letters, newspapers and magazines.

Liverpool
% 13-16 Dec

Oxford

The world at that time was a very different place, and whilst reading this diary more detailed
readers may wish to refer to a map of countries as they were in 1913 *.

Author of the Diary

The author of th e diary that is the backbone of this work is Abdul-Bahds interpreter (translator)
during this period , Ahmad Sohrab®. Whenever he could during the day, and at a round midnight
every night at the end of a long and tiring day, he would write in great detail about the events of

1 #Abdul-Baha in London, available online ®T*!
2 #Chosen Highway (Europe), available online ® 7!

% For details of th e tour, see #Abdul-Baha in Their Midst, #Abdul-Baha in France, #Abdul-Baha in Egypt, #Mahmuds Diary and also wikipedia
overview * ¥,

* Online ®.
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the day in letters to Harriet Magee of New York, which he would post; and it is these daily letters
that make up this diary. Although this may simply have been a natural connection Ahmad took up

with Harriet, or a mission he took upon himself to create and be a source of material for Star of
the West audience and the American believers, it is possible even Abdul-Baha might have
suggested something of the idea, rather as He had directed Lady Blomfield (p46, 19 Dec); or he
may particularly have been inspired by the example of M2 r z §  MiaZham 48§ ABdu'l-Bahds
secretary, who was chronicling the tour in Persian, but unlike him, having the immeasurable
advantage of knowing fluent English, the language in which all the events were happening , was a
great advantage. At all events, the meticulous, daily, exhausting rigo ur with which it was pursued

is remarkable.

The diary is written in ink, and m any years later, he or a colleague has gone through and
overwritten the original ink with pencil corrections presumably with a view to publishing it after
the manner of his book "Abdul-Baha in Egypt. These pencil corrections add virtually no new
material , and whilst they fix some grammar and wording, they considerably lower the vitality of
the text by crossing out many touching elements and lowering the bright present tense of the
original into a reported past. As a result it is the original that is presented here, with the pencil
corrections only occasionally included wherever they provide new information or important
nuances The pencil corrections are very difficult to disentangle in  the black and white copies of
the diary that used to be made, but very easy with the later colour scans that have become
available.

Normalising the Diary Text

Ordinarily, in publishing a diary , it is nice to retain all the diarist's mistakes, as this all adds a
charm of style and sense of human presence. This is only reasonable when there are only
occasional grammatical and spelling errors , but becomes untenable when there are many . As we
all know, the spelling of the English language is highly creative and hard to learn as a second
language, and you can readily imagine that this diary, written by a 20-year-old for whom English
was a very good second language, in lengthy blocks of many pages probably at break -neck speed
(as is sometimes plain to see) every night about midnight after long and tiring days full of
translating and interpreting , naturally has rather numerous grammatical errors, invariably of a
trivial nature, which the author would have written accurately if he had had just a little leisure
and rest. This, coupled with a n individual style that often drops 'a’ and 'the' before words and uses
now-antiquated pronouns such asthee, thy etc , would put an unnecessary burden on its reading
and study, and so all the trivial grammatical errors and spellings (including names of places and
people) have been corrected and old pronouns changed to their modern form in the 'standard'
version, but in a second 'academic' version they have been retained entirely uncorr ected for those
who wish to see them.

Footnotes to the Diary

There are numerous footnotes placed on the bottom of every page in th is work, which regularly
include a link to further browsing on the web, such asto Wikipedia. These footnotes are intended
to cover every reader, whether child, adult, unfamiliar or familiar with Britain, and it is not to be
expected that every footnote will in terest everyone. However footnotes likely to be of wide
interest (such as details about a person) have a x placed before the footnote number so that a
reader who wants to skip perfunctory notes can take note of the ones marked with x . Wikipedia
has been found to be a useful link for giving readers a slightly wider reading because not only is it
generally as accurate as any other encyclopedia, it is kept up -to-date with the latest information
and its web presence is much less likely to disappear or move than individuals' web pages.

Outline of the Stay and Daily Rhythm

Whilst it is natural to focus on the fascinating and unusual in the diary, the ordinary, daily rhythm

of Abdu'l-Baha’s stay in Britain becomes apparent throughout which does as much to colour his tour
as the outstanding events. We will attempt to summarise this daily rhythm in the following, so that

it becomes a backdrop for reading the story against.



Early Morning : Prayer and Tea, Correspondence, and Visitors

In the early morning Abdul-Baha would rise for an hour of prayer , and take tea - He didn't take
breakfast. He would do most of His reading and writing or dictating cables and letters at thi s time,
perhaps because there was little disturbance with the insistent world around still sleeping .

Then throughout the morning, He would receive the bulk of general vi sitors, in ones, twos or
threes, who, having had their pro blems solved, would leave content and satisfied. One of the most
remarkable things about descriptions of Abdu 'l-Bahds audiences is the repeated mention by writers
of how visitors would invariably depart beaming with a new outlook.

Noon Address

About noon each day (in London), He would give an address in the large room to an eagerly -
awaiting audience. The exact time was quite variable d epending on earlier visitors and interviews,
sometimes as early as 11:00, or as late as after 12:00. So people would gradually congregate in the
largest room and talk amongst themselves until He ¢ ame through to give the address and answer
any questions, with morning visitors staying on to attend if they could. He ce rtainly on occasions if
not generally, tailored the address around an individual in the audience, or picked up a topic
earlier discussed by one of the visitors. These addresses lastedfor maybe 30-60 minutes.

Lady Blomfield writes generally of such meetings:

'‘Abdul-Baha would come to us, pausing just inside the door, smiling round at the guests with a
look of joyous sympathy which seemed to enfold each and all who were present; they rose
simultaneously, as though the kingship of this Messenger were recognized by an inner
perception.

"How are you? My hope is that you are well. Are you happy?" Speaking so to us, He would pass
through our midst to His usual chair. Then He would talk rather with us than to us; so did He
reply to unspoken questions, causing wonderment in those who were waiting to ask them -
weaving the whole into a beautiful address, in the atmosphere of which all problems and pain
and care and doubt and sorrow would melt away, leaving only happiness and peace. °

Hour's Walk

After the noon addre ss Abdul-Baha would go out for an hour's walk usually in the greenery of
nature, especially any nearby park, or on occasions through the streets, although occasionally the
winter weather was too har sh or he was ill and He stayed indoors. In London there were many large
parks close by which He walked in - Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park, Green Park, St James$ Park,
Battersea Park, Regent's Park - and likewise during His stay in Edinburgh. For these walks He would
select a few of the frien ds or visitors to come with Him , and whilst enjoying the refreshing
experience, develop the hearts and minds of His companions along the way.

Lunch and Rest

After returning from His hour 's walk, He would receive any appointed early guests and with the
lunch gong sounding He would have lunch with them and the friends, usually for probably about 30
minutes. He would often hold out His hand to the humblest or shiest visitor, lead them into the
dining-room, and seat them at His right hand .

Following lunch, He would rest or sleep for perhaps 15-30 mins; sometimes His rest seemsto last a
long time, either because He has perhaps been attending to correspondence, or because, as He
sometimes states, He had a much longer sleep. This pattern of taking a short night 's sleep of
perhaps 4 hours combined with a brief midday sleep is one that some people try out and find a
very productive alternative to the modern norm of a single eight-hour sleep, and this results in
about 4 extra hours waking hours every day, although regularity of timing and promptness may well

® #Chosen Highway chapter 2.



be important to avoid drowsiness . During this short midday rest, His companions would discuss
among themselves or be engaged in tasks.

Afternoon and Evening

On most evenings and many afternoons, Abdu'l-Baha would go out to give public addresses or
private visits; these could be 1 or 2 hours, or longer . Being winter, with sunset falling about 16:00,
it would be dark by this time. Probably most of the places Abdu'l-Baha visited will have had
electric lighting, but one can imagine that some of the evenings may have been lit with gas
lighting, oil lamps, fires or even candles.

When giving a public address, He would often be given a private side room for His use, where He
could give private interviews before the event, or rest if the occasion has begun  so as to enter at
the right plac e and time. Following the address, He would untiringly shake everyone's hand, giving
them a word of comfort or blessing - and there could be several hundred hands to shake - and He
might stay for general conversation too if there was more time , however at times it appears He has
to leave soonafter giving an address.

In engaging in private visits, it would often be around a meal, with a drawing room discussion. At
times the hosts may ask Him to sign His autograph for them, and wishing never to elevate himself

He instead usually writes a prayer . Quite a few photographs and two paintings are made on His
visits (see index 'Abdu’l-Baha : Photos)- one wonders where they might all be now.

When there was no public address or private visit , visitors would come or else He would raise an
edifying discusson amongst the Bahalis in His company.

Evening Dinner

In the evening, if He had not been at a private meal event, then He would have dinner, sometimes
as late as 23:00.

Midnight Prayers

At midnight or after, He would then attend to two hours of prayer and communion with the
Spirit. P

Sleep

Finally, after a long and relentless day of visitors, addresses, correspondence, visits and prayer, at
about 02:00 or perhaps 03:00 Abdul-Baha would take what must have been about four hours' sleep.

Weather

The winter weather would have been a significant aspect of Abdu 'I-Baha and His companions
experience each day, even as it was for the Londoners themsel ves, and at the start of each day has
been added a quote describing the day's weather, drawn from newspapers of the time , or from the
diary itself.

Often one may often wonder how Abdu 'l-Baha engaged with the British weather. 1912/13 was in
fact an unusually warm winter, seeing a mixture of cloud, sunshine, rain and fog, but no snow.

Perhapsthe hardest experience for anyone visit ing or staying in Britain is not the winter weather,
but the short days and low light levels, which in London often combined with fog. During His stay,
sunrise would have been about 08:30 and sunset about 16:00 (7i hours), and the effect of this lack
of light is to make anyone unused to it very tired, and this tiredness in turn also makes them colder
than they might already have been, especially from humid air . You will see in the diary Abdu'l-Baha
quite often takes a rest from exhaustion when He can, and purchases warmer clothing , boots or
gloves.



Lady Blomfield as Host

Lady Blomfield**® was Abdul-Bahas main host, in London, for the British visits. She devotedly
placed her whole apartment at 97 Cadogan Garden$™ at His disposal, whilst she herself (certainly
in 1913) stayed a few moments away with Lady Elcha'®®’ in 62 Cadogan Square®?®.

The Context of Abdu 'l-Baha’s Visit

In 1863, Bahau'llah arose to bring about a new mankind, spiritually -atuned, ideal in its goals, yet
also realistic, whil st facing jealous and fearful enemies beyond description . To those that
recognised Him, Bahau'llah was the Promised Oneof all Religions. His was not the way of force and

arms, but one of the charm and power of the Spirit and the Word.

To continue His call, His son 'Abdul-Baha was mandated to continue th e work, and it is in this
respect that at an advancing age 'Abdul-Baha set out across the world to rejuvenate spiritual

longing and the single brotherhood of souls, and also to forewarn people of the world war about to
erupt, a message which few imagined could happen, until it came quickly to their door .

Despite being a prisoner much of His life and tired by age, ‘'‘Abdul-Baha travelled the west and
spoke energetically mor n till night with all levels of society with great ease and effect. His  two
visits to Britain were particularly successful.

His work was continued by Shoghi Effendi, whose resting place is in London, after whom the Baha i
community has been in the care of elected bodies, internat ionally, nationally and locally, growing
as a single spiritual fellowship of hearts.

This story, therefore, is of the events and wisdom of 'Abdul-Baha during His second visit to Britain
in 1913.

As agents and emblems of the Divine Will and spiritual light, the pronouns for both Baha 'u'llah and
'‘Abdul-Baha are capitalised to reflect the light they were the bearers of , and which shone into the
world through their li ves.

Key to Symbols
The diary has certain aspects that need highlighting from time to time  with symbols.

OT, AT These appear in footnotes and stand for Original Text (OT), which is what Sohrab
originally wrote in ink, and Amended Text (AT), which is Sohrab 's later going-over for
publication. Occasionally the two texts have a difference worth noting.

<word> Angled brackets indicate an uncertain reading of the handwriting.

Added paragraph breaks not in the original text are indicated with three colons.
Page number in the original, allowing the text to be located in the original scans.

Thee To ensure as wide a readership as possible, in the general edition the following
replacements have been made for modern readibility: "like unto” - "like", "unto” - "to",
"hath" - "has", "thy" - "your", "thou" - "you" and other instances of a similar trivial
nature.

Full-stops and closing quote marks are added as required. Quote marks are also added
where their omission makes the text harder harder to scan.
In the academic edition the originals can be read.
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Boarding Ship to Liverpool (5 Dec)

5 Dec - Aboard on Ship
Aboard Ship®
December 5th, 1912

US Lecture Tour

Our beloved Abdul Baha left Alexandria, Egypt for the United States on March 25th, 1912 on the
White Star Line, S.S. Cedric and arrived in New York City on April 11th. He was welcomed by
several hundred Bahais and friends and from that day to this He has been travelling and lecturing

throughout a large number of American cities and Canada He spoke before Churches, Clubs and
many Civic institutions and everywhere He was welcomed by the people and the Press.

The story of His American tour belongs to a separate book ’ but here I will try to give you a glimpse
of Abdul Baha from this day leaving the United States for Europe and the events and incidents
belonging to this portion of His Western journey.

Farewell to Abdu 'l-Baha

It is eleven o'clock and the Salon of the Celtic® is overcrowded with a very large number of the
friends who have come to bid farewell to Abdul Baha. This is the last hour of His stay and many
eyes are dim with tears. Dressed in His long flowing robe ° and with majestic appearance, He enters
the Salon. Many of the passengers join the friends and wonder at the sight of this Oriental
Patriarch*® to whom the people are giving such a spontaneous and heartfelt reverencel!

Farewell Address to The American Friends

Abdul Baha walks back and forth*', giving His last advice and exhortations and trying to impre ss
upon the minds and hearts of His followers the salient point of His teachings. They all listen with
the greatest attention and treasure His words.

Other Accounts of the Departure

A [Later in Diary:] Abdul Baha walking to and fro in this very room in whi ch | am writing now, giving His last counsels,
the believers gathered around, the eyes tearful, the hearts sad and yet the faces radiant and set aglow with the Fire of
the Love of God and the Climax, that wonderful last scene of the waving handkerchiefs in  front of the Pier, hundreds

of voices reaching to our ears "farewell, farewell Abdul Baha ". *?

A [Mahmud-i-Zargani:] A great number of believers from New York and other cities came to the S.S. Celtic to bid
farewell to their beloved. The tears in their ey es bespoke of their great sorrow. The sobs and lamentations of both the

young and the old could be heard from afar. Although the first class lounge was quite large, it could not contain the

crowd of believers. Some were sitting and others standing outside the lounge. As He moved among the friends, the
Master spoke to them with words of exhortation and admonition, consoling their hearts as He bade them farewell. He

guided the sorrowing ones onto the path of everlasting happiness and remind ed them ofthe gl ad ti di ngs o
Kingdom™ until the time came for the friends to depart. He then spoke His parting words:

A [New York Times:]
ABDUL BAHA SAILS AWAY.

® This opening letter (5 Dec) unlike all the letters which will follow  is a typewritten edited version.
" #Mahmuds Diary covers precisely this period.

8 RMS Celtié ¥ (1901-1933) was an ocean liner owned by the White Star Line, one of "the Big Four" weighing over 20,000 tons; RMS stards for 'Royal
Mail. [#Wk].

9 An ‘aba, a cloak, which pictures regularly show him wearing.

10 patriarch = Founding father, church head, or leading Biblical figure such as Abraham.

" Wwalking - it was customary for Abdu'l -Baha to pace as he dctated or spoke aloud.

12 |ater in the diary, 12 Dec, p 22.

“Abh8§8 Kingdomollective |living in accordance with the wil.l of Godisoftenat he
used to refer to the heavenly world after death.

1 #Mahmuds Diary, 5 Dec 1912 it also records this farewell speech.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Celtic_(1901)

Persian Prophet "®** Bids Followers Here a Farewell for Life.

Abdul Baha, the Bahai prophet and peace advocate, sailed yesterday for Liverpool on the Celtic, after spending seven
months in this country preaching to his followers and bidding them farewell on this earth. The prophet, who wore his
white turban , was accompanied by his secretary, interpreter, and body servant *°

About 100 members of the New York Bahai Society, 80 per cent. of whom are women *’, went to the pier to see Abdul
Baha off and were deeply moved as he delivered h is final address to them in the lounge. He said that during his tour of
the United States he had converted thousands of men and women and that they would work among their churches
after he had gone for the furtherance of the movement for universal peace.

A large bunch of American Beauty' roses was handed to him and the prophet then distributed the flowers with a
parting benediction among his followers ...*°

A [Marion Haney] ...In a short time the hour had arrived for going to the steamer which was to carry Abdul  -Baha away
from the shores of America. The trip to the steamer was made in Mr. Mills' motor; Abdul -Baha saying He would have
accepted Mrs. Parsons invitation but He had already promised Mr. Mills. In the motor with Abdu |-Baha: Mrs. Parsons
Mr. Mills, Mrs. Haney, and Vali'ollah Khan** riding by the side of the chauffeur. Arriving at the ste amer, all of the
devoted children of Abdul -Baha followed Him every minute, even to His state room, where the distribution of all His
gifts took place. Then back again to the "lounge" of the steamer where all were assembled and where Abdul -Baha gave
His final Address in America. In a few minutes thereafter, the farewell greeting at the top of the stairs and we left the
steamer. We remained on the Pier until the "Celtic", with the Servant® of GOD on board as the Real Captain, sailed
away at 12 noon.?

1

Farewell Address Begins
A [Star of the West]

This is my last interview with you, and now | am on this ship to sail away. This is my last exhortation which | am going
to give to you. My last exhortation to you is this:

Servants of One God

| have repeatedly spoken to you, and | have invited you to the Unity of the world of humanity. | have told you that all
mankind are servants of the same God; that God is the Creator of all; He is the Pro vider of all; He is the Life -giver of
all; He is affectionate to all; that before God all are as servants of one God; and God is compassionate towards them
all.

Love All Nations Without Competition or Prejudice

Therefore, we must act in the utmost kindness and affection towards all the nations of the world. We must set aside
all fanaticism and religious prejudices . We must forget all national prejudices. We must forget all native prejudices.

This earth is one sphere, one nativity?’, one home, and all mankind are the descendants of one Father. All are created
by God, and God is compassionateto all. Therefore, if any one offends another, he offends God. God wishes that all
the hearts be rejoiced; that all mankind be in the utmos t happiness; that every individual member of human society
shall live in the utmost felicity and joy. But that which prevents mankind from being happy together is racial
prejudice, sectional and sectarian ?* prejudice, the struggle for existence, and unkindn ess towards one another.

Thank God, Unity, Freedom from Prejudice

As to you who are present here: Your eyes have been illumined; your ears have been made hearing; your hearts are

knowing. You must be free from every kind of prejudice and fanaticism; you mu st see no difference among the races;
you must see no difference among the religions. You must look to God. For God is the real Shepherd, and all men are

His sheep. This Shepherd is One, and He is affectionate towards all the sheep. While the Ideal Shepher d is kind to all,
is it allowable that these sheep should quarrel among themselves? Hence all these sheep must arise in great gratitude

and thankfulness, for God, the Shepherd, is very kind to them; and the best way to thank God is that all mankind sha I
love one another and show great kindness and affection towards each other.

5 Prophet - Abdu'l-Baha strongly rejected being called a prophet, insisting on His station as the servant, despite which the reports  of the time (such
as this) often used the term prophet; it was not helped that many of His devotees also considered Abdu’l -Baha as such, even when they were aware
of His assertion otherwise.

®Secretary M2 r z § Miazham YgdBterpreter  Ahmad Sohra and body-servant Siyyid Asadul | -B@u mfor all of whom see later.
" perhaps they were mostly women because the men would be at work.

8 American Beauty °' Mfs a deep pink French rose cultivar originally called ' Madame Ferdinand Jamirt, and since 1925 has been the state flower of
the US District of Columbia. W

19 #New York Times, 6 Dec 1912

2 The original text has "Manifestation of God", there was some unawareness at the time regarding Abdu'l -Baha's status, unless it was meant
metonymical ly, that Baha'u'llah was with Abdu'l -Baha- compare the text for fn 45 where Baha'u'llah is the Captain.

2L #Pilgrim Notes 1898 and Beyond, p1642-3. The 'devoted children' referred to were His adult followers.
22 The Star of the West text has 'nativity', perhaps meaning formative origin, whereas Sohrab's later typed ve  rsion has 'native land'.
% 'sectional and sectarian' is 'religious' in Sohrab.
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Beware of Offending Hearts; Help All as One Family

In a word: Beware lest you offend any heart! Beware lest you speak against any one in his absence! Beware lest you
estrange yourselves from the servants of God! You must consider all the servants of God as your own kith * and kin! Let
your whole effort be directed towards rejoicing every offended one, towards feeding every one who is hungry, clothing
every one who is witho ut clothing, glorifying every one who is humbled. Be a helper to every helpless one and be kind
to all. This is to gain the good will of God. This is that which is  conducive to eternal felicity for you. This is conducive
to the illumination of the world  of humanity. As | seek from God eternal glory in your behalf, | therefore am giving you
this exhortation .

Peace Not War

You all see what is happening in the Balkans®! How human blood is being shed! How little children a re torn into
pieces! How men's properties are pillaged! How cities and towns are sacked! It is a world -enkindling fire that is astir in
the Balkans! God has created them as men to love one another; but they bleed each other! God has created them in
order t hat they may co -operate with each other; but they pillage each other's property and shed each other's blood.
God has created them to be the cause of felicity and peace to one another; but they are causing trials and hardships  to
each other.

Lofty Efforts , Universal Peace and International Assistance

As to you: Your efforts must be made lofty . Exert yourselves with your heart and soul, so that perchance® through your
efforts the Light of Universal Peace may shine, and this darkness of estrangement and enmity may be dispelled from

amongst men; so that all men may become as one family and be kind to one another; that the East may assist the

West; that the West may aid the East, - for all are the denizens®’ of the one planet, and all are peoples of the one
nativity %, and all are the flocks of the one Shepherd.

Prophets and Sages

Consider how the Prophets who have been sent, and the great souls who have appeared from amongst men, and the
sages who have arisen in the world, - have all given exhortations to men. They have all taught love and affection to
humanity. They have all guided human souls towards union and harmony. These great Prophets and saints and seers®
and philosophers have all sacrificed their lives in order to establi sh these teachings amongst men.

Prophets Unheeded; God Loves All

Consider how heedless the world is, - for notwithstanding all the pains taken by these Prophets of God in their time,
the people are still fighting one another! Notwithstanding all the Heavenly Commandments to love one another, they

are shedding each other's blood! How heedless are these people! How ignorant are these people! How in darkness are
these people! They have such a compassionate God who is so kind towards all men, and yet they act against His good
pleasure! And yet they live in opposition to His behests! God is kind towards all men, and yet they show the utmost
enmity each towards the other! God gives life to them all, yet they destroy each other 's lives! God blesses and builds
their houses; they raze and sack each other's homes! Consider how heedless are such people! Consider how ignorant
are such people!

Bahdis are Aware and Have No Excuse Before God; LiveLife of Light

As to you: Your duty is of another kind, for you are informed concerning the mysteries of GOD. Your eyes are
illumined! Your ears are made hearing! You must therefore look towards each other, and then towards all mankind,
with the utmost lov e and kindness; for you have no excuse to bring before GOD if you do not live this way, for you are
informed of that which constitutes the good pleasure of God. You have heard His Commandments . You have hearkened
to His Words of Advice. You must, therefore, be kind to all men; you must even be kind to your enemies as your
friends. You must even consider your evil -wishers as your well-wishers. You must consider as agreeable, those who are
not agreeable towards you; - so that, perchance, this darkness of conflict may disappear from amongst men and the
Light of the Divine may shine forth; so that the Orient®® may be illumined; that the Occident® may be filled with
fragrance; nay, the East and the West may embrace each other in love and deal with one a nother in the utmost
affection!

24 kith = neighbours and acquaintances; 'kith and kin' means "everyone you are connected with".

% The Balkans® "V is south eastern Europe, essentially Greece and the countries above. In 1912 -1913, seeing Ottoman weakness, the First Balkan War
broke out when Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria and Montenegro united against the Turkish Ottoman Empire, and after five months of war ended 500 years
of Ottoman presence in Europe. Two months later, a Second Balkan War broke out when Bulgaria, dissatisfied by its share, attacked Serbia and
Greece, who repelled them and Gree ce invaded Bulgaria and with Romanian intervention, Bulgaria collapsed. The Ottoman empire used the
opportunity to recapture Eastern Thrace, establishing its western borders that stand until today. An Assasination then followed, which brought about
the First World War [#Wik].

% perchance = perhaps.

" denizens = residents.

% seer = someone who has periodic or occasional glimpses of spiritual things.
2 Orient = the East - Asia.

% Occident = the West - Europe and America.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkans

Earth into Paradise

Until man reaches this high station, the world of humanity shall not find rest and the eternal felicity shall not be
attained by men! But if man lives up to these Divine Commandments , this world of earth shall be transformed into the
world of heaven, and this material sphere shall be converted into a Paradi se of Glory.

Success in High Calling

It is my hope that you shall be rendered successful therein, so that you may cast light upon the world of humanity like
lamps, and quicken and stir the body of existence like a spirit. This is Eternal Glory! T his is Everlasting Felicity! This is
Immortal Life! This is Heavenly Loftiness! This is being created in the image and likeness of GOD, and to this | call you,
and | pray to God to strengthen and bless you! *

Waving Off

A [Later in Diary:] While | am writing you this note my mind reverts back to the self same day of last week. Abdul Baha
walking to and fro in this very room in which | am writ ing now, giving His last counsels, the believers gathered around,
the eyes tearful, the hearts sad and yet the faces radiant and set aglow with the Fire of the Love of God and the
Climax, that wonderful last scene of the waving handkerchiefs in front of  ** the Pier, hundreds of voices reaching to
our ears “farewell, farewell Abdul Baha ". That scene will ever remain in my mind as one of the most * thrilling
experiences of my life. **

Ship to Liverpool (5 -13 Dec)
5 Dec (cont) - Departure on Ship

MissHarriet Magee **°
226 West 75th St
New York City

U.S. America®®

Farewell of American Baha 'is

December 5th 1.30 pm 1912

Dear friend!

The wonderful farewell of the N.Y.*” friends at the dock will ever be remembered. We are now at
lunch. | am silent. | think over the spiritual scenes of the past eight months and | feel happy that
America was so greatly blessed. May God assist to wpraise His banner. Ahmad * *

Spiritual Life Talk, Dinner in Cabin and Meeting Times

December 5th 12 pm. 1912

Dear friend!

%1 #Star of the West, 1913-02-07, p3, PDF3 p353 We have with Sohrab's letters only an edited version of the Address he prepared for his planned
book publication, that has been changed into the past tense, and so it has been replaced here with the stenographically -recorded version found in
Star of the West, that has th e same content but is in the present tense. The preamble to it in the Star of the West states: "  Delivered on board
Steamship Celtic just before sailing from New York City on the morning of December 5, 1912. Taken stenographically by Mariam Haney from
interpretation of Ishte'a’l Ebn-Kalanter". stenography = writing in shorthand.

%2 OT: "in front of", AT: "on". For this event, see above p11 "Farewell to Abdu'l-Bahd' (5 Dec 1912).

% Possibly "most" is AT rather than OT, but it seems natural as OT.

34 Quoted from later in the diary on p22, 12 Dec 1912 at 12 am.

% Miss Harriet Magee of New York (1883 London, Ontario - 1915 Green Acre, Eliot, Mai ne) was a Ca n awhoia h910Bvasel@ctetito ( 1 8 9
the New York City Women's Board of Council; she with her mother, Esther and sister Edit h wer e t h & sf ii ms {@ABuBga in the
West]. "Mrs Magee has another daughter she writes to us often the news of the Cause. She informs us of what is going on in America. O n the other
hand she spreads the news amongst the different assemblies. She is very active, very pure girl. She loves the Cause very much. " [#Sohrabin #Abdu'l-
Baha in France, 9 Jun 1913.

% The following very short letters sent from aboard ship are S.S Celtic postcards addressed to Harriet; the longer ones are wri  tten on paper.

S7N.Y. = New York .

% Mirza Ahmad Sohrab (1890/4 Persia-1958 New Yor k) Persi an Ba hgritet,jourmeyed with Abdu aBaha throsghostltha t o r
1913 tour; Secretary of the Persian legation in Washington ; on the staff of the Star of the West; he was an early source of great good for the
community though he later had difficulty taking an ordinary seat in the structuring of the Faith.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_york

The sea is smooth. Our Beloved is feeling well. He spoke about the spiritual life to a woman  who
heard His farewell address in the Salon. He told us many stories. At ten He had His dinner in His
cabin. We can go to the first class *° and be with Him all the time except eating and sleeping. We
all think of you. Love to all. Ahmad

6 Dec - Calm Sea

Calm Sea, Bath Deck Walk, Speaking and Tablets; Ark of Noah
December 6th. 1912. 2pm.
Dear friend!

The sea as calm as a mirror. Master took bath this morning. He walked on deck for one hour. He
spoke “®about you, Louise*, your sister*?, Mrs Kinney*® and Mrs Krud”. Revealed many Tablets to
American believers in His cabin. In a Tablet, He said:

"This is the Ark of Noah, its moving power is the fire of the Love of God and its cap tain * is
Baha Ollah’

so we are safe. Ahmad

Lunch, Deck Walk; Papers; Teaching on Ship
December 6th 1912 8pm.
Dear friend!

Delightful weather. Sea calm. Steamer most steady. Master well. Had lunch in  His cabin. Slept
well. We walked on deck with Him. Had tea on deck. He said weather is as ba Imy as springtime.
People read Palo Altan*® papers containing articles about the Cause and all are interested. He said.

| hope to teach a few souls before reaching destination. Love to all. Ahmad

Early Life of Baha; Roses to Captain; Food Gifts for Stewards; Atmosphere ; Translations
December 6th. 1912 11 pm.

Dear friend.

Beloved spoke to us about the early life of Baha -ollah. Wonderful story. He sent two boxes of roses
to the captain and is feeding all the s tewards with candies and fruits. Lovely night. Fine music .

%9 First Class - It is invariably the case that Abdu'l -Baha strives to have an ordinary class or lodging, in contrast to His followers who strive to arrange
for Him the best. On occasions though the need to have enough s pace to accommodate visitors and his companions and to work late and rise early
entails carefully -chosen arrangements.

0 Throughout the diary, the author emphasises how these friends are being remembered, presumably in being well known to Harriet

“ Louise F Krug (1889 New York - 9 daughter of the Mrs Grace Krug and an expert golfer [ #Abdul-Baha in the West]; in later references she is
depicted with Harriet as preparing the table for Abdu'l -Baha and serving, a task now taken up by Lady Blomfield's daughters.

42 Mrs Edith Magee (1879 Chicago- 1971 Virginia, m.1910) residing in London, Ontario , who with her mother and sisterw er e t he fi r st

Canada(1898); she was married (1910) to William Otto Inglis; she studied music, and was a member of the Green Acre Properties Committee (1932)
[#Abdul-Baha in the West].

“Mrs Carrie Kinney ( n(®Z81968 Ime8oe) adEdward Beadie) Kinney (New York 1863-1950, m.1899) were wealthy New
Y or k "2Bgehb rBarried in 1899. Edward was an American Bahdi musician, and became a Baha'i in 1895 and Carrie shortly after 1893 . In 1907 they
went to Egypt to help establish the first tuberculosis hospital in Alexandria. On return ing to New York their large home bec ame a meeting place for
Bahg8' 2s'AbdukBah & gave Hi s fiinH12. Ttheyltalghtimany aAnchsuffered great trials and poverty yet stayed firm to the end ;
'‘Abdul-B a h § n @amie 'Waffa’ (certitude) and Edward 'Saffa’ (rock/serenity) . [#Bahdi World, v12, p677-679 and v13, p864-5; #Mahmuds Diary, Bio
Notes] See#S o me E a r2lsy oBfa ht§p48-53We st

4 Grace Krug (New York 1870 - 1939) Grace heard of the Faith around 1904, becoming a Baha'i in due course despite extremely strong opposition
from her husband, who later himself became a Baha'i and was the doctor who attended Abdu’'l -Baha at His passing She was a very energetic teacher,
and brought back photographs of Abdu'l-Baha's funeral and excerpts from His Will. [#Bahdi World, v8, p675-6; see also #Arches of the Years, p106-
7].

s French form of the word, " capitain" is used, here and elsewhere. In one place he has used capitain (for the Salvation Army) where an alternative
account has used oolonel. Another French word Sohrab uses is Egypte (normalised in the diary to 'Egypt’). Before World War IlI, from the reign o f
N * s'd-Dini Shah French language servedglobally as a diplomatic, ¢ ultural and scientific language , and in Iran it was the fore ign language learnt in
high school; only after the War did English become increasingly important [ #Email].

6 palo Alto is on the west coast of the US in San Francisco, California, where Abdu'l -Baha visited. Vol. 10 no. 43 (Nov. 1, 1912) was the special
edition which reported 'Abdul-B a Ps §isit to Stanford University .



People walking on deck. | translated Tablets this afternoon. Mirza Mahmoud*’ and Sayad
Assadollah *® send greeting. God is very wonderful to permit us to travel with Him. Ahmad

7 Dec - Calm Sea

Calmness Remarked by Sailors
December 7th. 1912 7am.
Dear Harriet!

| have been walking on the deck and you come to my mind so | am in the Salon just near the place
Our Beloved spoke writing you this note. The sea is calm as the surface of a mirror, the weather is
as balmy as spring. All the sailors marvel at such weather at this time of the year. "Most unusual,”
they say. The sun is just rising from b ehind the scattered clouds flooding the marmorial * sea with
golden lights. The Master is yet in His cabin, Sayad Assadollahis making tea, Mirza Mahmoud is
sleeping and | am writing you this note. Ahmad

Tablets to Miss Magee and sisters; Commander visits Master
December 7th 1912 noon.
Dear friend!

We are enjoying a wonderful weather. Master this morning revealed many Tablets; one for you. He
said: Miss Mageeand her sister are two angels.

The sun shines gloriously; the weather is warm, the surface of the sea is calm as glass.
Commander® called on the Master and expressed the pleasure of having Him here. Just now He is
eating His lunch in His cabin. Ahmad

Master would like Storm; People will cross Atlantic in Airships ; Arabian Civilization Moral
Effect ; Stewards

December 7th 1912 6pm.
Dear friend!

Weather most ideal. Clear sky. Master said He likes to see a real big storm just for once . He said,
in future people will cross the Atlantic in airships. Steamers will only carry freight.  °' Had tea on
the deck. Spoke for nearly two hours on the Arabian Civilization and its great moral effect. He is
now walking on deck. He called many of the stewards and gave me money and put a piece of candy
in the mouth of each. Ahmad

Mrs Krug and Kinn ey can bring Women; Melon
December 7th 1912 11pm.

Dear friend!

The ocean is still. The weather continues to be summer -like. Master in His cabin spoke of Mrs Krug
and Mrs Kinrey, saying that they can bring the women together in the Cause. For more than one
hour He walked on deck. One of the melons sent by your sister was served to Him and we partook
of the same. He did not eat anything tonight. Ahmad

Y“M2 r z & Mahanvg®I8751924) was Abdu'kBaha's secretary on this western trip, and is the author of #Mahmud's Diary chronicalling Abdu'l -
Baha's journey, of which volume 1 has been translated. In his youth he travel -taught around Iran; from 1903 he began travelling to and in India,
learning Urdu; amidst this he went on pilgrimage to Haifa, where he transcribed Tablets, and from there accompanied ‘Abdul-Bah 8 on Hi s j o
Europe and America as secretary [#Mahmuds Diary, Bio Noteg].

8 Siyyid Asadu'l | -8@u mgc1837 Qum, Persia- ) was the cook during Abdu'l-Baha's western tour, and had met Baha'u'llah [#Abdul-Baha in the
West].

9 marmoreal = of, or like, marble.

%0 Alexander Elvin S Hambleton (1862 Barking, England 8 1928 Golders Green, London), long-serving ship captain with the White Star line , of which

the Celtic was [ #Abdul-Baha in the West].

*1 This is a very insightful statement. In 1909 the firs t monoplane had been flown across the English Channel®' ' ™! P ne


https://www.aiaa.org/historytimeline

8 Dec - Calm Sea
December 8th 1912 8am
My dear Harriet!

This morning although cloudy yet the sea is much the same , as the preceding days, calm and still. |
have been walking on the deck and the weather is getting just a little colder which adds to the
zest of walking. Last night the Beloved said He hopes to take a trip to  India®? but all alone. "I will
go there incognito and will teach the people in that way. " He walked on deck till He was fatigued.
"I am exercising now, so that when | reach Acca | may be able to walk to the Holy Tomb of the
Blessed Perfection® and carry water from a well which is to water the Rose garden surrounding
the tomb. You too walk and exer cise. >* "

Ahmad

Two Souls like Columbus
December 8th 1912 1lam
Dear friend!

The sun is shining the ocean under the rays of the sun is beautifully calm. I had one hour of walk
with Our Beloved. He spoke about Columbus® and the discovery of America.

"I want" He said "two souls like Columbus in America who may be filled with the Love of Baho -
allah and spread His teachings. Then you shall see the results. Columbus discovered America,
they must establish the oneness of the world of humanity. "

Ahmad

Tablet to Persians; Speaks of Mrs Krug and Goodall
December 8th 1912 6pm
Dear friend!

This was indeed a wonderful day. All afternoon Our Beloved dictated great Tablets to Ahmad® for
Persian believers which shall make them very happy. He spoke beautifully about Mrs Krug Mrs
Goodall*>" and other believers. He is now walking on the upper deck. | just left Him 10 minutes
ago. He is well and most happy. Our Persian brothers send you greeting. Love to all Ahmad

Amazement at Still Waters
December 8th 1912 10pm.

Dear Harriet!

It is a wonderful night. A few minutes ago | came in from a long walk. This time | was walking all
alone, thinking of the blessings and Bounties of Our Lord. The stars are shining, the sea is so still
that were it not for the ripples which are caused by the cutting of the steamer through the water

one would think he is on land. Tonight the surface of the ocea n is as unmovable as the sandy

52 Money was collected for such a journey in Abdu'l -baha's absence, but it had been collected in the wrong spirit and Abdu'l -Baha returned it.
Wellesley Tudor Pole writes on 14 Feb 1913 that Abdul-Baha"is due in Russiaand Turkestan next Autumn and then goes to India ""™". Perhaps guests
like the Maharaja helped make a visit seem viable. The specific wish here to be incognito need not be taken literally, but pe rhaps simply an
expression that a public tour is incredibly e xhausting. [V'* #Two Worlds of WTP p64].

%3 Baha'u'llah's Shrine®' ™t Bahiji in Akka in Israel. Baha'u'llah was known as the Blessed Perfection.

5 AT: "Then he told me to walk and exercise ".

%5 Christopher Columbus ® % (1451 Italy&506) who sailed from Europe across the Atlantic to America [#Wik].

% Ahmad - The Author through out usually refers to himself in the third person, either as "Ahmad" , "Mirza Ahmad" or "Ahmad Sohrab".

5" Mrs '(Aunt) Ella' Eleanor Frances Goodall Cooper (San Francisco: 18701951, m.1904) (as named further on) - married (1904) Dr Charles Cooper;
she was a prominent and much-loved American Bahali teacher; she became a Baha'i in 1898 and with her mother Helen Goodall helped establish the
first Baha'i community on the American West coast and were the main organisors of Abdu 'I-Bahds visit to Californ ia. She was in the third group of
pilgrimstovisit ‘Akk8 in 1899. After her second pi |l gr i"DelygessonsnReckiged & Acsth Bee#somd Eahlye r
Balk& of t pRe&-34WBahdi World, v12, p681-4 and #Abdul-Baha in the West [#Mahmuds Diary, Bio Notes].

n


http://paintdrawer.co.uk/imgsrch.php?q=Baha'u'llah's%20Shrine%20Bahji
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desert. Really it is a marvel! The attendants tell me during the 12 years®® of the life of the boat
they never had at any season such smooth sea Dear mel! it is unbelievable yet | see it with my own
eyes. | wish all the friends could see this!

Love to all. Ahmad

Address to Sohrab for Constancy to End
December 8th 1912 10pm
Dear friend!

At 5.30 pm Our Beloved was walking on the deck. | joined Him. He said do you want to get tired? |
said "l will be glad to follow the Ma ster. " Mirza Mahmoud was standing by. He turned to him and
said: "Do you see, Mirza Ahmad wants to walk with me; but he must accompany me to the end and
not flag behind. "

Later on looking up at the star of Venus which was shining in the horizon like a blazing Torch, He
pointed it out with His blessed Hand and said: Do you see that brilliant star? "Yes Master, it is most
luminous."

"| declare by Baha-ollah" - His face was wrapped in a sea of white light, His eyes soft with the
warmth of divine love and compassion. - "that it is my fondest hope to see each one of the
believers of God shining like this star. | wish for them this illumination. | desire for them this
luminosity; so that they may rejoice the hear ts and spiritualize the souls - but alas! How often
they let the cloud of self and ego becloud the horizon and thus prevent the stars of their divine
verities from shining. " Here He stopped, He looked again and looked again earnestly and
appealingly at the brilliant orb. "It shines clearest at the early dawn. °° So at this dawn of the
Sun of Reality the stars of our lives must glisten and gleam in the darkness of the world. "

He continued walki ng and | followed Him silently °°. Ahmad

9 Dec - Storm Begins

Basket of Fruits Sent to Diners ; Calm and Cloudy
December 9th 1912 8am.
Dear Harriet!

The weather continues as lovely as ever and the sea as calm as a small lake, even in summer the
lake may have more waves. | have just come in from breakfast and the Mast er having had His tea is
lying down on a steamer chair watching quietly the blue ocean .

Last night He gave us a big basket of fruits and we took it to the second class ®* dining room and
there divid ed them amongst the diners of three T ables. When we returned to Him we served to
Him the second melon sent by your sister.

This morning is cloudy but not as cold a s yesterday.
Love to all Ahmad

Winds Blowing
December 9th 1912 12 am. noon
Dear friend!

% The ship was launched 4 April 1901 from Liverpool to New York.
9 OT makes Abdu'tBaha's speech end here rather than a few words on where the AT places the end -point.

%0 AT adds 'to the end " (Sohrab in later life must have felt very strongly the opening in which Abdu'l  -Baha asks him to follow Him to the end, and the
wish to convey in the planned published version that he has done so).

%1 There were first, second and third class.



Since 10.30 the winds began to blow and the sea is getting rough. The steamer is rocked gently
through the waves. | am feeling the e ffect of it just a little % the Master not at all. The winds
blowing over the crest s of the waves, gather the foams and scatter them like snowflakes in the
space. Very lovely sight! | was just walking on the promenade deck. Ahmad

Pocket Book; Trustwort hiness
December 9th 1912 12 am.
Dear Harriet!

This morning the Master gave a basket of fruit to the bath steward. In it was fallen a small package
which aft er being opened he finds its contents to be a leather pocket book . He brings it back, for
he realizes that it does not belong to him. The Master was most pleased with  His trustworthiness .
He praised him, gave him back the pocket book which had His initials in it and beside He gave him
one dollar®®. Then He told us apropos™ two stories illustrating how certain people are or are not
trustworthy, ending His remarks by saying: - Trustworthiness is the most brilliant jewel on the
diadem which crowns man's heavenly attributes. Love to all Ahmad

Abdu'l-Baha Delights in the Storm
December 9th 1912 6pm

Dear friend!

At 5 o'clock | went on deck and saw the Master standing like a king watching the storm . The sea
looked like a boiling pot or an undulating hilly country. "Look at that imperial wave, how it mounts
high, how it devours the smaller waves! It is a wonderful sight! This is th e best day! | am enjoying
it. " Then for many minutes He looked silently at the scene of the storm! Ahmad

Storm Subsides; Tablets; Stories About Storms
December 9. 1912 11pm

Dear friend!

The storm is quieting down. | was on the deck. Till ten | was with the Master. He revealed many
Tablets to the Persian believers with allusions to the storm raging around and how He remembers

them in the midst of the Atlantic Ocean. He told us several stories about storms , all graphic and
beautiful. He is very happy . In one Tablet He told a great deal about His trip in America which
might interest the friends to know. Ahmad

10 Dec - Enjoyment of the Storm

Appreciation of how the way opens
December 10th 1912 8 am.
Dear Harriet!

Last night while our Beloved was wal king on the deck watching the waves His spirit was with the
believers in New York. Mirza Mahmoud Sayad Assadollahand myself were standing near the rail.
When He reached us He stood erect and said:

"Appreciate the value of the Bounties of the Blessed Perfection, for He made you dear
everywhere. The revered ladies of America went into the kitchen and prepared food for you. If
the Shalf® of Persia had come to America they would not have served him. Think of Mrs Kinney,

2j.e. Ahmad is getting sea-sick.

% $1 was worth $50-100 in 2018 currency.
54 apropos = appropriately.

% Shah® W = king of Iran.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shah

Mrs Krug Miss Krug Miss Mageeand her sister! how they served! The Sea of the °® Favors of
Bahaollah like this sea is tumultuous and waving high," and with His blessed hand He pointed
the sea with its waves.

This was a great drama, a great lesson; the Master standing on deck teaching us the lesson of
appreciation. Love to all Ahmad

Fever; Enjoyment of Storm
December 10th 1912 12 am.
Dear friend!

Winds are blowing and the sea is rough. Our Beloved did not get up this morning till ten. He had
fever last night, and could not sleep. At ten | walked behind Him on deck. The tumultuous scene,
waves rolling over waves, and each step gathering force to strike against the steamer inter ested
Him. He gave candies and fruits to the children. Later He went to His stateroom®’ to sleep.
Ahmad

His Love for Those Afar
December 10th 1912 5.30 pm

Dear friend!

| am sitting in the Presence of the Belo ved. He dictates Tablets for the Persian believers; thus |
remember you. The storm is not yet abated, yet His Love is so great as to write to all those who
are far away from Him. He is just now reading another letter and | must be ready to take down
dictat ion. Sayadis preparing tea. Ahmad

Selfless Sacrifice
December 10th 1912 10pm.

Dear friend!

Just a few minutes ago the Master went to His stateroom. Sayadhas cooked for Him a nice spring
chicken, for the last three days He has not been eating much. He spoke to us about the lives of
several Persian Bahais who havemade all sacrifices ®® and yet they think they have done nothing.
"Such souls are the jewels of existence" He said and left us to our thoughts.

Ahmad
11 Dec - Abdu'l-Baha Applauds the Storm

New Conflagration in the World
December 11th 1912 8 am.
Dear Harriet!

| was taking my customary walk before breakfast. Like a sandy Saharabeaten by a sandstorm the
sea is turbulent and waving. The weather is getting cold too, so | had to wear my fur coat for the
first time. | am now used to look ing at the waves dashing gallantly against the giant steamer and |

rather enjoy it.

The other day the Master was walking on the deck with the roaring ocean before Him. He told me
to prepare myself for dictation . He dictated several Tablets. | was sitting awkwardly on a steamer
chair. He was walking. The followin g sentence is graphic of the occasion: -

% "Sea of the" looks like it may be in the OT rather than AT; it is probably from its content unlikely to have been added in AT
57 stateroom = private cabin or room on a ship, train, etc.

%t is quite probable "made e very sacrifice"/"made all possible sacrifices” was the intended meaning rather than the weaker reading of "all made
sacrifices".



"I hope a new conflagration may appear in the Orient and the friends of God may obtain new
tumult and commotion and like this great Atlantic Ocean (here He pointed to the storm with
His hands) which at this moment is in the utmost agitation and motion they may roar and
reverberate ."

Love to all the believers Ahmad

Adbu'l-Baha Applauds the Storm
December 11th 1912 11 am
Dear Harriet!

The storm is at its height. Huge waves wash the lo wer decks and the sea is as terrible as you can
imagine. The winds lash the waves into one gigantic body forming veritable mountains, deep
valleys and Niagara Falls®. The Master was walking just now; Ahmad following Him. Looking at the
giant waves He rapturously exclaims "Bravo! Bravo! that one is a royal wave! It is a great
spectacle!" As the steamer speeds along the ocean is like a destructive torrent rushing hither and
yonder’® confusedly. The sprays of the white foams have changed the atmosphere. The sun peeps
out now and then from behind the clouds. The wind is blowing from behind the steamer, thus
adding to speed. Ahmad

America, Peace and Civilisation; Musical Concert; 1500 Km to Go
December 11st 1912 Noon

Dear friend!

The Master is feeling well. He spoke this morning about His trip through the United States, how
well He was received by all American people and how America on the whole is in the cradle of
Peace and Civilization.

Tonight there will be a musi cal concert for the Sailor's Fundin the second class. The Master may
attend it and also speak. We expect to be in Liverpool Saturday "* morning. We have covered 2000
miles and one thousand miles yet to go "*. Ahmad

Napoleon's Defeat; Mrs Krug; Childhood Troubles of Baha; Master Proclaiming to Iran?

December 11th 1912 6pm

Dear friend!

This afternoon the Master told us many stories about the hero’* who defeated Napoleon in Acca ',
then He spoke about Mrs Krug; then about His early childhood and the troubles that overtook Baha -
ollah; then He asked abruptly: What will y ou do if | go directly to Persia and before the
Mohamedan clergy proclaim the Cause? Ahmad

Plans For London
December 11th 1912 12 pm
Dear Harriet!

% Niagara Falls " ?3' ™@&re famous for their immense power and beauty.

" hither and yonder = to here and over there.

" New York to Liverpool i s 3300 miles / 5300 km, whi ¢300-thIey1900yahan average apeed of 27dkenfn.sThey 5 D
arrive Fri 13 Dec midday rather than the Saturday just mentioned.

2 al-Jazzar (Jezzar Pasha) ® "' (1720 Bosnia 1804 Acre) is likely, esp ecially as Abdu'l-Baha on 7 May 1913 in France mentions his defence of Aka.

After a rough beginning to life, He became governor of Akka and powerfully opposed his enemies.

”In the Siege of Akka® " Napolean thought he would have a quick and easy victory, but because he had just swept in and massacred another city,
the people of Akka held out sternly rather than give in, and Napolean was forced to withdraw; it was the turning point of his invasion of Egypt and
Syria. There were of course a number of heroes [#Wik].


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niagara_Falls#Characteristics
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/imgsrch.php?q=%22niagara%20falls%22
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jezzar_Pasha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Acre_(1799)

| have just left the Master, the sky is clear, the stars are shining bu t the storm continues. All night
the Beloved spoke on various subjects of " voice, music and philosophy, saying that He will speak
on these topics in London and Paris. He went on deck several times, enjoying the fresh invigorating
air. The ship is rocked by the waves. Ahmad

12 Dec - Calm Sea Address to First Class

Calm Sea and Sun; Toward Queenstown ; Breakfast a nd Tea
December 12th 1912 8 am.
Dear Harriet!

The sea is calmed down, the clouds are being scattered, the sun is shining and the hearts are
rejoiced. | was walking on the deck and breathed the fresh air  of the early dawn. The Master is not
up yet. Sayadis making tea and for the last few days he had permission to go to the kitchen and
cook for the Beloved.

We will arrive in  Queenstown* " within 20 hours and from that port to  Liverpool is about 12 hours.

| supposethe weather will continue to be fair, now that it has fired its deadliest ammunition.

The Breakfast trumpet is calling and if | do not want to be left out I must end this silent
conversation. Love all. Ahmad

Qualities that Perfect Women
December 12th 1912 Noon

Dear friend!

We are all very happy because the trip is nearing its end. The Master had a good rest for the last
few days. He enjoyed the calm and stormy sea alike. Today in the course of His remarks on woman
He said:

"The most glorious crown, the greatest charm and the most wonderful jewel of woman is her
chastity, purity of the heart and sublimity of character. "

Ahmad

Recollecting Farewell from Am erica
December 12th 1912 12. am. Thursday.
Dear Harriet!

While | am writing you this note my mind reverts back to the self same day of last week. Abdul
Baha walking to and fro in this very room in which I am writing now, giving His last counsels, the
believers gathered around, the eyes tearful, the hearts sad and yet the faces radiant and set aglow
with the Fire of the Love of God and the Climax, that wonderful last scene of the waving
handkerchiefs in front of "® the Pier, hundreds of voices reaching to our ears “farewell, farewell
Abdul Baha'. That scene will ever r emain in my mind as one of the most’’ thrilling experiences of
my life. This is the same day but how different . Our ship is an oasis in a Saharaof water. Ahmad ®

Baha'u'llah's Gait and Manners
December 12th 1912 6 pm
Dear friend!

" AT: "such as".

> Queenstown (now C obh) ® " ®MaR"Cove") on the south coast of Ireland; it was called Queenstown between 1849 and 1922, but his expectation of
fair weather was premature, since they had to pass by Queenstown due to bad weather.  [#Wik].

5 OT: "in front of", AT: "on". For this event, see above p 11 "Farewell to Abdu'l-Bahd' (5 Dec 1912).
" Perhaps "most" is AT rather than OT.
"8 This account was quoted earlier on p 14 "Waving Off".


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobh
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.84968,-8.29371,16&ttl=Cobh%20(Queenstown)%20Port

Abdul Baha is well. He is just now drinking His tea. He told us we hav e to learn everything from

Bahaollah's manners. His walk, His eating, His drinking, His speech, His every act was an example
for us to follow. When He walked, He walked with such majesty and power as though He was the

king of the world. Everything He did was a miracle. Ahmad

German Orientalist
December 12th 1912 11pm
Dear friend!

This is a beautiful evening, the sea is calm and the myriads of stars are shining. The Master spoke
to a German critic of Oriental Arts ’®; about the excavations in Babylon, Persia, Egypt and Tyre. He
told him a charming story about Abraham, how he came to teach the unity of God. The critic is a
writer of note and he is going to Paris. We will meet him there. A most intelligent man. Ahmad

Address to 60 First Class Passengers on American Trip, Peace and Oneness; Request for
Another Speech

December 12. 1912 Midnight.
Dear Harriet!

In two hours we will reach Queenstown and this mail will be forwarded 2°. Tonight the Master
addressed the passengers of the first class. More than 60 were present. He spoke about His nine
months trip in America, His lectures on International Peace and the oneness of the world of
humanity. He likened humanity to a bouquet of variegated flowers which lend charm to each
other, and encouraged them to work for the Cause of Peace. They were all most wonderfully
impressed and came and expressed their pleasure. They requested Him to speak to them tomorrow
night also % It was a most lovely meeting!

Love to all. Ahmad

Passing Queenstown

A [Northern Whig (Belfast):] The White Star liner Celtic arrived off Queenstown Harbour at 3.10 this morning from New
York, with 2,660 sacks of American mail, of which she had intended to disembark at this port the Irish portion,
consisting of 230 sacks, which would have been despatched from here by the 6.30 a.m. train for their destination, but
owing to the boisterous weather prevailing her commander decided not to call, and the Celtic displayed lights to this
effect to the steam tender which was in waiting at Roche's Point. She passed Dauns Rock lightship at 3.40 a.m.,
steaming rapidly en route for Liverpool.

13 Dec - Arrival at Dock

Last Day; Uncertain Arrival; Cloudy and Rough; Dinner with Master; Dreyfus; Servants
Attentive; Commander Visits

December 13th 1912 9. am.

Dear Harriet!

This is the last day on the ship. Some say we will land tonight; others claim arriving late we will
sleep on board. | suppose some of the London believers ® will come to Liverpool to welcome Our
Beloved back to England; and | heard that Mon. Dreyfus*®* is coming.

“Oskar Mg n $1868 Pdiardr- 920 Berlin) is likely; he was a German Jewish art collector and manufacturer; his home in Detmold, Germany
is now an art museum [#Abdul-Baha in the West, using passenger list].

8 Bad weather appeared after the author had gone to sleep, and prevented their entry to Queenstown and the ship passed by onto  Liverpool. One
of the most curious things is that Sohrab has written all these many postcards and letters o n the ship, sometimes four a day, paying for them all
individually, yet he must have understood they would go nowhere until they reached a port near their destination! Perhaps the answer may lie in
feeling Harriet would like the postcard images, and also a s a way of coveying the present excitement of the moments he is describing.

& The ship docked before this was possible.

82 #Northern Whig (Belfast), 1912-12-14, p11. Roche's Point ® M2 fis at the east entrance to the harbour, Daunt's Rock °™?2P opposite its entrance a
little way out. The lack of a mail stop co uld explain why they arrived at Liverpool on the earlier side.

8 There were about 40 Baha'is in London [#Email from R Weinberg].


http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.79301,-8.25465,13&ttl=Roche's%20Point,%20Queenstown%20(Cobh)
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.7330,-8.2494,11&ttl=(Apx)%20Daunt's%20Rock,%20Queenstown%20(Cobh)

At this minute the weather is cloudy and it rains; the sea is a little rough and unpleasant.

Last night at 10. pm | had dinner with the Master i n His room; because | missed my own, when |
was translating for a number of people.

The people, | mean the servants have been very attentive and polite and the Commander® has
called several times on the Master.

Love to all. Ahmad

Mother and Two Children from British Columbia
December 13th 1912 Noon
Dear friend!

The sea and the sky are covered with mist and the outlook is cloudy. The Master spoke with several
of the passengers. One® of them from British Columbia®® brought her two children to Him. He
caressed them and loved them very much. To each He gave money and fruit and the father and
mother were most pleased with the heavenly Blessings bestowed upon their children, a girl of 5
years and a boy of two. Love to a Il. Ahmad.

Abdu'l-Baha Speaks of His Imprisonment, Translator Unable to Speak
December 13th 1912 3 pm

Dear Harriet!

Last night while Our Beloved was speaking to the passengers He made a statement which was most
tragic in its significance:

“| was a young man, at the prime of age when they put me in prison; | was an old man, laden
with years when | came out of prison ."

For a few seconds something got hold of my throat and | was speechless. | could not open my lips.
He spoke with such tragedy, with such pathos that one could feel the sorrows and hardships of

those dreary years. In those few simple words one reads a world of meanings. | wish | could
describe to you, how | felt the pangs and how my eyes were filled with tears! M y Bahai love to all
Ahmad

Land Spied; Arranging Luggage; Master Gives Liberally ; Expectations of Docking

December 13th 1912 6 pm

Dear friend!

Since three o'clock we see occasionally mountains and lands. We have been arranging our baggage
and Sayadhas 25 pieces of them. Just think of it!

The Master gives liberally to all the stewards and servants. We have just had our dinner. The
steamer docks at 8 pm.

Ahmad

Arriving at Dock!
December 13th 1912
Dear friend!

% Hippolyte Dreyfus -Barney® ® (1873 Paris-1928 Paris, m.1911) was a french Baha'i of great character and service, and a lawyer. He translated many
Baha'i works and helped arrange Abdu'tBaha's visits to France and England.In 1911 he married Laura Alice Clifford Barney (fn 197). He appears that
day (p25). He was named a Disciple of 'Abdul-Ba h 8§ by Sh o ptBahd \Edrld, &3npR10-14; #Wik; #Mahmuds Diary, Bio Notes; #Abdul-Baha
in the West].

8 Alice Hales (1874 England-), Frank Hales (1878 France -) and their two children Alfred (1911) and Jessie (1908), who resided in Pl easant Valley,
British Columbia [#Abdul-Baha in the West, using passenger list].

% British Columbia °is a west coast province of Canada.


http://bahai-library.com/dreyfus-barney_biography_hippolyte_dreyfus-barney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Columbia

This is the last card. We are now near the dock®’. It is very beautiful. On both sides for nine miles
the lights of the Piers are illumin ing the horizon.

There is a great hustle.

Everyone comes and thanks Our Beloved. He gave 50 shilling§® to the musicians.
In 5 or ten minutes the steamer docks

Ahmad

Liverpool (13-16 Dec)

13 Dec (continued) - Arrival, Hotel, Invites

Friday

Weather (Liverpool) : $L raining, mist and fog (Sohrab).
December 13 1913 11-30 pm

Dear Harriet!

Docks; Welcomers

Here we are at last, the most beautiful hotel *® of this city *°. The steamer docked just at 7.50 pm

and there were about 12 believers waving their hats and handkerchiefs and welcoming Our Beloved
to England. Amongst them there was Mrs Isabel Fraser " and Mrs Herrick* % and a number of other
believers whom | did not know. The Master came out two or three times and waved His Blessed
Hands to them.

Mon Dreyfus

Then Mon. H. Dreyfus came up. The Master embraced him and kissed his two cheeks. Immediat ely
four newspaper men surrounded Our Beloved asking Him questions. He told them about His trip
into America et ¢ which no doubt will appear tomorrow in the dailies. Then the Master began to
speak with Mon. Dreyfus and | talked with the newspapermen a little longer giving them some
minor details of our western journey .

Sailors and Servants Thankful to Master

The Capain, the stewards, the sailors, the passengers the maids all of them came to the Master
and expressed their pleasure and happiness. One of the maids told Him, she had never seen any
person on the steamer who has been as kind and as generousas the Master was to all of them *°.

To Hotel; Baggages and Customs

The Master immediat ely left with Mon. Dreyfus and Mirza Mahmoudfor the Hotel and Ahmad™ was
left behind to attend to nearly 30 and odd pieces of baggage”. By nine thirty | was through. One

87 Liverpool Docks °™?2Rvere numerous and extensive, and only a very approximate location is given; but Sohrab does describe the docks stretching
off equally in both directions, suggesting they are near the middle.

50 shill wag225i( 2018 cusrgncy (RPI).

8 The Adelphi Hotel ®Y?®' méMa Py yery luxurious building, rebuiltin 1 912 by Arthur Towle, and was the stopping point for arrivals and departures on
the great liners to America and beyond [#Wik].

 Liverpool * %, a large city on the west coast of England, just at the top tip of Wales.

! |sabel "Soraya" Fraser Chamberlain (1871 San Franciscod 1939 Los Angeles), a ScottishRAme r i cath @Ba®89) , was at first
then news writer. She was in Paris for Abdu 'I-Baha in 1913, and had various Baha publishings. She appearsduring the visit to be doing advance
preparation work for Abdu 'I-Bahds visit. [#Baha'i World, vol 8 p664-665 (pdf 699-700) “In Memoriam".]

% Elizabeth Skinner Herric k, Miss (1864 Norwick, England 81929 Wandsworth, Londor) ¥ had under the name of Madame Corelli a hat shop lockup "
at 137a Kensington High Street °M2Pand a little way behind in 10 Cheniston Gardens ° "2 Psome rooms above the Higher Thought reading room.
She sipported and d onated to women''s suffrage, and authored 'Unity Triumphant' . Both rooms were used for large meetings, with the meeting of 22
Sep 1911welcoming Abdu'l-Bahain 137a !, and community gatherings and in 31 Dec 1909 a large talk, in 10 Cheniston Gardens®. See also the Baha'i
hatmaker at p 65. [°#Email from Lil Osborn; #Star of the West, v2 (1911) ; '#Abdul-Baha in the West]. Shelater visited Edinburgh in July 1926.

% For comparison with how he treated the maids on 10 J an 1913 as He left Edinburgh, see p138, "Farewells and Departure".

° The author, Ahmad Sohrab.
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thing | must say, the customs officers did not even open one single package or trunk and they were
most polite and decorous.

A [Isabel Fraser:] ABDUL-BAHA arrived in Liverpool from New York on the White Star liner Celtic, December 13th.

The boat was late and it was about nine o'clock before it docked. Miss Elizabeth Herrick , formerly of Liverpool, now of
London, had gone up to Liverpool a day ahead to arrange for the addresses. M. Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney had come
from Paris to meet Abdul -Baha and a group from® Manchester, Liverpool, and Leeds in all about a dozen, watched
the great liner come slowly up the stream, literally out of the dark night. Suddenly we caught sight of Abdul -Baha in
the ship's bow, and as she hove to”" he walked slowly down the long deck till he stood quite alone, in the very center

of the center deck. All eyes on the landing stage were at once riveted upon him as he peered over the ship 's side into
the rain and gloom of Liverpool. The huge modern boat made a fitting frame f or the Master-symbol, as it is of this
outpouring of power, designed as it is to bring brothers into closer touch, and Abdul -Baha, the Center of this
dispensation, appeared standing in command.

To the little group on the landing stage it seemed ages before the first, second and third -class baggagewas arranged in
the customs, and the porters and reporters dashed aboard.

Finally we caught sight of the Well -Beloved's white turbaned head, and directly back of him, as they came slowly down
the gang-plank, one of the Persians carried a tiny Japanese orange-tree from California. Laden with fruit, i t looked like
an offering from the tropics as it swayed in the gusts of the broad Mersey™.

He stayed two days in Liverpool, stopping at the Adelphi hotel . During that time he made two addresses, one to the
Theosophical Society on Saturday night, December 14th, and one at Pembroke Chapel a Baptist church, Sunday
evening, December 15th. He left for London the next morning...

A [E T Hall:] Mr. Jenkyn*'® whom Abdu'l Baha greatly loved, wrote urging the Manchester friends to go and see the
Master when he should arrive in Liverpool on December 13th. Taking his advice, Mr. Craven*'® and Mr. Hall***
(together with their friend  Mr. John Downs of Leeds who, a few years later, fell fighting for his country in Fanders)
went to Liverpool upon that date and towards night, in company with nine other friends from London and Liverpool,
had the inestimable privilege of seeing the Master.

It was an unforgettable incident &the coming of the Beloved to Liverpool! The great vessel on which he sailed (the s.s.
Celtic) looming up out of the mist and rain and slowly coming alongside the well -lit landing -stage; high up on one of
the decks, the Oriental, picturesque and venerable f igure of the lover of mankind, the head of the Movement of Peace
and Reconciliation; then the touch of his kindly hand and the sound of his sweet voice; then, after a brief half -hour in
his blessed presence, the last glimpse of him as he sat with M. Dreyfus in the coach, bending his head slightly over a
lovely red rose - given to him by Miss Herrick - inhaling its fragrance. One priceles s glimpse for the Manchester
brethren dto last them all their lives and to grow ever more valuable in their estimation! This incident intensified their
interest in the Movement. ( Miss Ridgeway° went to Liverpool the next day to meet the Master, as it was impossible
for her to go on the Friday). **

A [E T Hall via Lucy Hall:] It was but for an hour or so that we were in contact with that great soul yet from that time
began a real and enduring assurance of the truth in my life... | did not go for romantic reasons nor to witness anything
sentimental. | went to welcome a mighty figure of the coming kingdom... [a] brief but very beautiful incident in my
life - one worth many years of a person's existence.' '

A [Liverpool Echo:] Abdul-Baha, variously described as the mystic Persian, Prophet of Peace, or the new Messiah,
arrived in Liverpool last night from New York on the White -Star liner Celtic... He has a strange, striking, and
picturesque personality. Habited in the dress of the Persian learned or cultured class - a white fez on his head, a

% Likewise above, p24.

% Liverpool from Manchester is about 50km and Liverpool from Leeds® W about 120km. The account following this one gives their story.
“"hove to = heaved to, moved heavily toward.

% The River Mersey® ", whose mouth is in Liverpool, is about 100 km long [#Wik].

% 4Star of the West, 1913-01-19 p2, #PDF, 3 p336

1% paniel Jenkyn (1884-1915)° ® encountered the faith when 27, and was the first Baha'i in Cornwall, England, working in the ~ Edward Hain Steamship
Company and very enthusiastic to share it with others, sometimes walking long distances. [ #Web cornishbahais.weebly.com]. There is a nice record
of him in #Star of the West vol 5 issl9 p293 B Later Sohrab writes: " This young man is more like a Persian Bahai, very attracted, very good. | loved
him very much. He serves the Cause in many different ways ."

101 John Charles Craven (1838 8 1958 Cheshire) was a pinter. His dedicated work for the Faith with others ensured the growth of the Faith in
Manchester. He later served on the National Spiritual Assembly. His sister Rebecca married Edward Hall (below). Known as "Uncle John", he kept up
a wide correspondence with many of the early believers, and it was to him that  Dr. Cheyne wrote his "Declaration” of belief in Baha 'u'llah. His
teaching of the Faith was mostly in the locality and among his workmates. [ #Abdul-Baha in the West; #Unfolding Destiny; others]

192 Edward Theodore Hall (1879 Burnley 81962 Cumbria) first heard of the Faith in 1910 in Lancashire and with his wife Rebecca, her brother John
Charles and his wife Hester Ann Craven, made contact with Sarah Ann Ridgway, one of the earliest British Baha 'is, and later established the second
Bahdi Group in the British Isles. He and Mr. Craven went to Liverpool and met Abdu 'I-Baha at the boat. In 1922 the first Spiritual Assembly was
formed in Manchester with Hall as Secretary. He "represented" Manchester on the first National Spiritual Council in 1922, and was a member of the
National Assembly until 1928. He was entrusted by Shoghi Effendi with part of his early diaries, maintaining a close correspo ndence with the
Guardian for many years. His book, "The Bahdi Dawn; Manchester" paints a vivid picture of the early days of the Faith in Lancashire . [#Unfolding
Destiny, bio].

103 #Bahai Dawn Manchester, p. 5-6.
104 #1 ucy Hall.

W
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flowing chocolate under -garment surmounted by a cloak of blueish tinge - all eyes on the Stage were at once riveted
by him as he peered over the ship's side into the rain and gloom of Liverpool. A closer v[iew] which a "Daily Post and
Mercury" representative was privileged to have on board, revealed an old man, full of subdued fire, quietly resting, in

a luxurious alcove opposite the companionway’®. A mass of wrinkles upon his face, a gleam of Oriental enthusiasm in
his eye, long grey hair streaming over his shoulders, there was something almost weird and bewitching about the
"Prophet of Peace"... Round the prophet was gathered a circle of disci ples, dressed more or less in the Persian fashion.
The immediate retinue consisted of three persons, Ahmed Sohrah who acts as translator of the speeches or sermons of
the "Messialf, Morza Mahmoud secretary, and Sayad Assadailah. He was invited on arriv al to address the Liverpool
Theosophical Society and to preach in the Unitarian Church, Hope Street . The Adelphi Hotel is the resting piece for
the nonce of the prophet ... %

Hotel Quarters

Arriving in the hotel | find lovely quarters appointed. This hotel is only nine month s*° old, the
entrance is all of white marble and even the high walls of each floor is of long pieces of marble %",
Invites: Theosophical, Unitarian

The Theosophical Society**® of Liverpool*® has invited the Master to speak and He may do it
tomorrow night. On Sunday morning or evening He may*'° speak at the Unitarian **** Church. The
President'*® of the Theosophical Socety and the Minister’** will call on Our Beloved tomorrow
morning and arrange the details. Please remember me to your mother and sister and Louise. Love
to all

Ahmad

14 Dec - Theosophical Society Visit
Saturday

Weather : $L foggy and rainy (Sohrab).
December 14. 1912

Dear Harriet!

Abdu'l-Baha Pleased at Reception; England Receptive for Peace

Our Beloved Abdul Baha is most pleased with His reception in Liverpool; because the people of
England just at this moment when the Ambassadors of the Great Powers are gathering in London to
discuss the terms of Peace Negotiation concerning the Balkan allies''? are most interested in any
movement which spreads the benign influence of Peace.

Visit by Theosophical President and Minister of Pembroke Church

This morning the President of the Theosophical Society, a very intelligent and bright woman**?
called on Our Beloved and had a very interesting inte rview. It was arranged that the Master may

195 companionway = stair or ladder wit hin the hull of a vessel, or the space where this is .

196 #1 iverpool Echo, 14 Dec 1912 The phrase "All eyes on the stage were at once riveted by him..." can also be found in Isabel Fraser's account just
above. The Unitarian Church address was replaced by another.

107 AT: "and even the high walls and the floors all great blocks of marble”.

1% Theosophical Society ° W was founded in 1875 to advance the principles of the search for spiritual and psychic truth (' Theosophy”? %), promoting
brotherhood and the importance of Eastern philosophies [#Wik].

199 Known then as the Liverpool Lodge (and since 1940/1950s as the Merseyside Lodge) [#Email from Hugh Agnew of the Liverpool Theosophists].

19 He spoke at the Theosophical Society on Sat 14 Dec andPembroke Chapel, a Baptist Church, on Sun 15 Dec; this idea of addressing the Unitarian
Church, 1 Hope Street never transpired. It seems the invites were not made directly, since the president and minister arrive in the morning and
Sohrab describes meeting them as if for the first time, and Mr Dreyfus, who might hav e translated, arrives only shortly after this passage. The

minister arriving in the morning seems therefore to have been a change from this evening's plan. The minister of the Hope Str  eet Unitarian church
was Rev H D Roberts

11 pembroke Chapel a Baptist church; see p 32. Unitarianism® " is a branch of Christian thinking that rejects many of the evolved doctrines of
Christianity such as the Trinity, Inheritance of the sin in Eden, etc; this was a Baptist church  ®“ but there were Baptist branches that held to a more
universal salvation such as the General Baptists® " and the diarist shortly after describes this church as " an open forum wherein all the great thinkers
of the age address the people". [#Wik].

2 The Balkan League® ¥ comprising Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro had formed an alliance against the Ottoman empire, causing the main
powers of the time ( Russia, France, British Empire, Austria -Hungary and Germany) to seek to find a suitable response.

13 Mrs Armour (details unknown), as arranged on p 29. The international Presi dent was Annie Besant.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theosophical_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unitarianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Baptists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkan_League

speak at their hall tonight at eight. Then Mr Fraser*’, the Minister of Pembroke Church was
introduced and he invited Abdul Baha to speak to morrow night at his church. As | understand just
now Pembroke Church is an open forum wherein all the great thinkers of the age address the
people. It holds about 1500 people. The Master accepted the invitation.

Cablegrams and Letters

Then He dictated many cablegrams to all parts of the Orient and to New York, Washington, Chicago
and San Franciscogiving the news of His safe arrival so that all the friends may be rejoiced and the
anxious hearts may be calmed.

A [Star of the West:] Thanks to BAHAOLLAH, we arrived safely at Liverpool. Greeting to the friends. ABDUL -BAHA."**

Mon. Dreyfus brought in many many letters from the Orient. He (Abdul-Baha) read some of them
and the rest must wait their tu rn. He said | have brought from America many letters yet unopened
and here are some more.

Walk Down Town; Shabby Poverty

Then He called me to take a walk with Him. We left the hotel and walked toward down town
district. One thing that struck my notice and | said it to the Master was the apparent poverty of
many people. It was a common sight to see children with shabby dresses, bare footed walking in
the streets; beggars standing at the corners who received quarters **° from the Beloved; women
and girls with most untidy dresses, some of them positively ludicrous. | was really sad to see so
much poverty in England with her boasted civilization.

Statue of Wellington; Gloves from Department Store

Our Beloved walked on till He reached a square where the Statue of Wellington was placed on a
high column **°. The Master asked "Whose statue is this man? They have hunghim so high." Then He
entered a department store where He bought a pair of warm gloves for Himself. We returned,
many people looking and staring at us.

Young Man Praises Abdu'l-Baha

A young man came to us, took out of his pocket a newspaper, and showed the Master His picture. It
was yesterday's Liverpool paper announcing His approaching arrival. The young man said: "I have
read everything about you! You are teaching beautiful lessons. " And he vanished from the sight,
perhaps never to see the Beloved, yet receiving a divine Blessing which he will never forget.

Back at Hotel; Dinner

Arriving at the hotel Mon. Dreyfus was there and we had a good dinner in the beautifu | dining
room.

To Market

| had to go out with Sayad Assadollahinto the market to buy rice, meat, celery etc for the evening.
He is going to cook for us an excellent polow **’. I am sorry you and Louise are not here to arrange
the Table for the Beloved.

14 #Star of the West, 1912-12-31: "On the 14th of December the following cablegram was received in New York, Chicago and San Francisco: "Thanks
to BAHAOLLAH, we arrived safely at Liverpool. Greeting to the friends. " ABDULBAHA!

probably this mean s 23in2al8 cureency @RPI) iathepstyle of the AmArican quarter.

116 Wellington 's Column® W?' méMaPor the \Waterloo Memorial , is a 40m high monument to the Duke of Wellington on a stepped base with a granite
pedestal bearing plaques of battles, with a fluted column (25m) within which are steps to the viewing platform on top where t he bronze statue (7m)
stands, made from melted down ca nnons captured and facing toward the site of Waterloo; it  stands on the corner of William Brown Str eet and Lime
Street, built 1861 -5 [#Wik].

" pilau® Vo' M& 3 rice dish.
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Tea; Bounties of Baha 'u'llah; Union of East and West

Then the Master had tea and spoke to us about the wonderful Bounties of Baha -ollah. He said were
it not for the Favors of the Blessed Perfection this unity and love between the  Orient and Occident
would have been impossible. There is no bodily relation between us yet these people are showing
us so much affection. Praise be to God that His Holiness Baha-ollah is protecting all His believers,
both in the East and the West under His Royal wings. All of them are guarded, cared for tenderly
beneath His Imperial Canopy. Here to more graphically illustrate how Baha -ollah is protecting His
believers under His wings, He opened wide His two blessed hands, His two divine eyes closed, His
face wreathing with celestial smiles and heavenly happiness, He slowly brought them together. You
could imagine, as He was bringing together His hands, that the divine Bird is s lowly closing His
wings under which all the li ttle birds are being sheltered.

Recollecting California

Then Monsieur Dreyfuscame in and the Master spoke about several interesting events of His trip in
Californi a.

Big Welcome Prepared in London

Just now we received a telegram from London stating that the friends are arranging a big welcome
reception for Abdul Baha tuesday afternoon **® and a large meeting for Friday night.

10 pm 1

Theosophical Society then Return for Supper

At eight o'clock the Master and the rest of us went to '?° the Theosophical Society. The President

came herself to the hotel with an automobil e'**. Her name is Mrs <Armour>. There was quite a
large audience considering the short notice, the foggy and rainy weather. -

A [Star of the West:] The President of the Theosophical Society, Mrs. Armour, introduced the speaker by saying that he
needed no introduction and at once Abdul -Baha began speaking to the group of earnest listeners. He remained seated
and spoke in Persian, M. Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, of Paris, acting as inte rpreter. *?

The Master spoke’ "% on the three aspects of humanity. The animal nature, the human nature and

the spiritual nature, encouraging the audience to develop their spiritual nature, not to devote all
their times to mate rial or human problems of life and try to become the image and the likeness of
God. Toward the end He admonished them to be ever watchful for the coming of the Promised One
whose dominion is never-ending, whose potency is eternal and who is the Very Mercy of God to
humanity. Toward the end He recited how the Persian Bahais have become the embodiments of
these heavenly virtues in Persia by devoting their lives to the promotion of these eternal principles
of divine life . Then He ended His address by saying:

"I hope that you will assist them in the establishment of the Kingdom upon this earth, so that
conjointly you may become the means of transforming this world into another world, heavenly
progress may be realized, spiritual powers may be obtained, divine Bounties encircle humanity
and this nether world may become the world of the Kingdom "

Then He shook handwith all those who were present 2,

118 17 Dec at Caxton Hall (p39) and 20 Dec at Westminister Palace Hotel (p 51).

119 AT: amended to "6 pm" and crossed out. One may suppose he was going to start writing a portion of the letter in the evening and got called away
by events.

120 The society seems from newspapers of the time to hold its meetings in ad -hoc locations.

121 automobile = car.

122 4#Star of the West, 1913-01-19 p3-4.

123 His practice was to shake hands with everyone, which for a large audience must have been very tiring.



Supper

Coming back we had a Persian supper prepared by Sayad Assaollahin His own room. Mon Dreyfus
being present.

Epilogue

Please excuse my style. These are just the plain recital of events and no attempt for literary
beauty and rhetorical composi tion. ***

Love to all

Ahmad

15 Dec - Pembroke Chapel Visit

Sunday

Weather : $L raining, mist and fog (Sohrab).
December 15. 1912

Dear Harriet!

Tea and Morning Prayers ; Station of Abdu 'l-Baha

This is the early morn of Sunday. The Master had had His tea and is praying for our confirmation
and assistance. Every morning He prays for all the believers throughout the world so that they may
receive aid and assistance from the Divine Source. He said: At all time s | supplicate and implore at
the Threshold of Baha ollah to encircle His faithful ones with the spiritual powers, to illumine their
hearts, to expand their thoughts; so that they may become enabled to raise the standard of
International Peace, to serve the world of humanity and to attract the souls to the Kingdom of
Abha.

12 Today Our Beloved Abdul Baha is the centre of the great spiritual awakening and through His
wonderful words of life people are being awakened and realize the deeper and more significant
life of the spirit.

Concentration of Powers ; Abdu'l-Baha's Love for All
This morning we called on Him early and He spoke to me about the concentration of one's powers:

"The water flowing from one spring has more force and energy than if the same water is
divided between eight springs. " He said "Try always to concentrate your activities in one
channel and let that one be the Cause of Baha -ollah! Then you shall see how the confirmations
of God are descending."”

He spoke a great deal along these these lines which really helped and assisted. Since | have left
N.Y. | am beginning to realize more and more His tenderness and His love for all humanity, His
desire that all humanity may advance, that all the children of the Father may bec ome
characterized with divine attributes.

Consul of Persia; Walk Down Town

Later on Ahmad Yazdi**® who is the Consul of Persia in Port Said?’ and is one of the most
beautiful Bahais arrived from London. The Master loves him very much and most of the forenoon
He was speaking with him. Then He took a long walk through the down town district with  Mon.
Dreyfus and Ahmad Yazdi returning about one o'clock.

124 Such a comment is made when a person has a goal of a beautiful style.

125 OT: 11pm crossed out.

126 Ahmad Yazdi (details unknown) married Abdu'l -Baha's youngest daughter,Mu n a v v a r [#ahd§lrBahmin the West].
127 port Said® Y on the North East corner of Egypt.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Said

Packagesand Newspapers

Meanwhile Mirza Mahmoud and myself made nearly 50 packages of the Arabic newspapers which
we brought with ourselves from N. Y. City **®. This newspaper contained the translation of Our
Beloved's address® in Arabic in the Jewish Synagogue in San FranciscoThis translation was made
by Doctor Zia Bagdadi and its circulation in the Orient will have a great effect.

Lunch; Humorous Incident s in America

When the Master returned He took His lunch in His own room and we went downstairs in the Louis
XVI Salon

After lunch Mon Dreyfuscame in and Sayad Assadollahtold us some of the incidents in connection
with His trip in America which made us laugh.

Theosophical Presi dent's Devotion for Abdu 'lI-Baha; Promised One

It was during the te a service that the President of the Theosophical Society of another city a
young, intelligent man came to call on the Master. Having heard His last night's address he was
greatly interested and asked questions about reincarnation, the expected coming of their Great
Teacher etc. "l believe" he said "that you are the promised Teacher of the Theosophists. In you |
see all the prophecies fulfilled. " The Master explained to him the question of reincarnation and
said "The promised Great Teacher was Baha Ollah." "Yes," he rejoined "So far as the teachings are
concerned we believe in all that you teach, the only difference, then, that exists between the
Theosophists and the Bahais is this: The Theosophists are yet waiting for the coming of the Great
Teacher and the Bahais believe that He has come."

"Bravo' the Master said "You have well explained the issue. "

Then He told him about the Jews and their expectation of the  Messiahbut when He came, they did
not reco gnize Him. Our Beloved kissed him and prayed for him most eloquently.

Lady from Manchester with Flowers ; Suicidal Man Given Light

Then Miss Herrick brought flowers and a little lady ***° from Manchester who has come especially to
meet the Master; then a man who had a sorrowful tale of being cast in the depth of despair,
desiring to commit suicide . He was very earnest about it. He has a wife and four children. He
cannot take care of them. His wife has left him with two of his children; the two others are with
him. He does not believe in God. He has no faith. His wife an d children are unhappy and in order to
release them from this wretchedness he is contemplating suicide. Then the Master speaks in gentle
words of advice, consolingly, helping him upward, building up the palace of his life, assisting him
to realize his duty , most lovingly telling what to do, to be happy, to cast away these imaginations,
God loves him, God cares for him, God likes to see him a conqueror in the face of difficulties and
little by little the man feels, senses the  Presence of a Superior Being from heaven, he realizes a
happiness, a joy, quite distinct. "Then | should go back to my wife, | must go to work, | must throw
away these thoughts." "Yes." "All right. " And he goesout of the room with a new smile on his face,
a new light shining in his pathway, a new star shining in his horizon.

128 AT: "America", perhaps as if it were wider than New York.

129 5at 12 Oct 1912 at Temple Emmanuel, 450 Sutter Street , where He spoke convincingly to 2000 Jews of Christ, Islam and Universal Peace, resulting
in a movement of unity between them - see #Mahmuds Diary, #Promulgation of Universal Peace, 361-70 and #Star of the West, v3 n13 p3-11.

130 sarah Ann Ridgeway (1849-1913)° ® Sarahgrew up in Manchester, was in contact with Unitarians, and became a loom -worker, but she was also a
silk-weaver. Perhaps due to the employment instability and riots of the time she emigrated in the 1880s to the States where she en  countered the

Balk&, olliagim 1899, returning to the UK around 1903/04. She had a passion for education and learning, corresponding with people i n both
English, and French and wrote religious articles for presentation in local churches on her return to the UK, and she keptin  touch with and inspired

the | oc2alcdBmrmBnities emerging around Greater Manchest er'sgra&habengthahasbeah
dedi cated at her gr av & gi#Sdrah AbryRidgelvaan@HBNelf neanchlestdbahai§.org.uk]


https://manchesterbahais.org.uk/history/sarah-ann-ridgway

Boy in Hotel

Then Miss Herrick tells a pathetic story about the elevated**! boy in her hotel . This boy reading
articles about Our Master becomes interested. Miss Herrick after giving him some lit erature asks
him: what has he learned about Abdul Baha. "Madame', he says very politely "I have learned that
Abdul Baha likes to see all the poor children wear shoes and stockings and not walk in this cold
winter bare footed in the streets. "

Manchester Lady; Other Visitors

The Manchester old lady says she isthe only Bahai in that city . "I hope you will teach many souls.
etc"

Then several other men and women came, each receiving blessings.

Pembroke Chapel

132
K

At half past six the Master goes to Pembroke Chapel ~“. We all go with Him.

The Minister, Rev. Donald** Fraser*** gives an eloquent introduction which you may read later .
The Church is crowded to the door, fully **° fifteen hundred people, all waiting anxiously to hear
the Pearls of Wisdom falling from His blessed lips.

A [Elizabeth Herrick:] Many had arrived from surrounding districts and Manchester, long before the gates were
opened.**

Then the Master arises from His chair, everyone is on his or her feet.

A [Isabel Fraser:] After a few appreciative words of welcome by the Rev. Donald Fraser, Abdul -Baha addressed the
congregation at Pembroke chapel, at the evening service, December 15th. Mr Fraser welcomed this herald of peace
and expressed his deep appreciation and honor at having Abdul-Baha in his church. He made a remarkable picture as
he stood in the pulpit, which at first he hesitated to ascend, saying that he did not like to be above the rest of the

people. But when it was pointed to him that he would not be above some of them - the gallery - and that they could
hear better, he complied. .. =’
He speaks "% on the unity of religions, international Peace, discarding prejudices, doing away

with the blind imitations, illustrating His address with the atrocities which are committed in  the
Balkans etc. It was a powerful ad dress, full of fire, enthusiasm and | tried my best to convey not
only the words but something of His all -embracing spirit.

After the address the Minister requests the Master to utter the benediction and the large audience
arises with bowed heads receiving the wondrous and effective words of the m ainspring of prayer.

A [Isabel Fraser:] ... After the hymn, "All People That on Earth Do Dwell," Abdul-Baha pronounced the following
benediction in Oriental fashion, with hands outstretched and upturned:

"O Thou most kind Lord, this reverent assembly is calling on thy name. These souls are seeking thy good pleasure.
They are seeking the prosperity of the world of humanity. O Lord, con fer upon their souls life evermore. O Lord,
forgive their sins and keep them in thy protecting shade in both worlds. O Lord, confer upon them thy great
pleasure. All are servants of international peace, all are servants of humanity. Thou art The Merciful, The
Generous, The Forgiver, The Almighty, The Praiseworthy! "

81 The OT reads 'elevaled’; presumably omitting to strike a bar across the 't', and this would mean the boy has an elevated pers onality - high-minded,
gracious or joyful; he is described reading articles immediately after. ~ An example of this use is in Farmer's Boy by Robert Bloomfield, 1798
("Sunshine, Health, and Joy, / Play round, and cheer the elevated Boy! ") However there was also an elevated railway nearby alongside the docks,
whilst at a stretch it could be a mistake for 'elevator' boy, although the author did not change it from elevated when making later corrections for
publication.

132 pembroke Chapel® " Pembroke Place, Liverpool, was opened as a Baptist Chapel in 1839. [Elizabeth Herrick had in time before worshipped
there & [*® #Lady Blomfield .]

LOT: .

134 Rev Donald Beaton Fraser (England: 1868 Hertfordshire 81952 Essex, m.18%), married Minnie Helen Green (1872 - ), with a reputation as "one of
the great preachers of England"s®, and "one of the leaders of the progressive movement in religious thought and a member of the Liberal Christian
League™=™ [5 #okane Daily Chronicle, 10 Feb 1917, P“™ #Pacific Unitarian School for the Ministry , Vol 26, Nov 1916-Dec 1917 #Abdul-Baha in
the West].

135 AT: "more than".
136 #Unity Triumphant , p87.
37 Account by Isabel Fraser, #Star of the West, 1913-01-19, p4-5, PDF 3 3389.


http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=53.40815,-2.964819,17&ttl=Pembroke%20Chapel,%20Liverpool%20(15%20Dec%201912)

Afterward, in the vestry, Abdul -Baha wrote the following beautiful blessing for the Rev. Donald Fraser. He inscribed it
in Persian in the church book:

"O Thou Kind Almighty, confirm Thou this servant of Thine, Mr Fraser, in the service of Thy Kingdom. Make him
illumined; make him divine! Thou art the Generous, the King! ¥’

The Minister is most pleased, the p eople come forward to shake hands and the Cause of Bahaollah
is heard for the first time publicly before such a large audience in Liverpool.
Hotel, Dinner; On Pembroke Chapel and Liverpool

We return to the hotel and the Master, Mon. Dreyfus, Ahmad Yazdiand the rest of us have dinner
in the dining room.

This is really a wonderful start! The meeting of tonight had something of the life and breath of the
gatherings in America. The Master said soon there will be a Bahai meeting here. Already there are
many people who are most interested and they are going to teach.

Dull Weather

From the time of our arrival we have not seen the sun and we may not see it for a long while. It
has been raining, mist and fog making the horizon gloomy.

Setting Mind for London ; Woodcock Family

Tomorrow morning at 9.45 am we will leave for London arriving there at 1.40 pm. The friends in
London are notified. They have been doing some great preparations.

| hear that Mr<**®, Mrs*® and Miss*® Woodcock are in London and we will have the pleasure of
seeing them. Love to all Ahmad

London (16 Dec - 6 Jan) + Oxford (31 Dec)

16 Dec - Train to London
Monday
London Weather : B X fine; light wind; 8mm rain; 2.2 hrs bright sunshine.

97 Cadbgan Garden
London, England***
December 16. 1912

Dear Harriet

Liverpool Departure; Abdu 'l-Baha in Prayer ; Papers

This morning we had to get up very early and arrange our luggage . The Master was up early and
when | went to His Blessed room to pay my morning homage, He was with hands raised toward
heaven praying and supplicating to God.

Attending to the various minor details we were ready by nine o'clock to leave the hotel. As Lime
Street Station **? was near, the Master decided to w alk, Mon. Dreyfus going before to secure
tickets. The morning papers had some accounts about the public meeting held at the Theosophical
Hall which you will find in a separate package .

138 percy Franklin Woodcock ° (1855 Ontario 81936 Montreal, m.1878), married (1878) Aloysia Pratt Woodcock; he was the the first Baha 'i in Eastern
Ontario and an internationally -recognised painter; he was elected (1910) to the New York City Baha ‘i Board of Council and a member (1911) of Baha'i
Temple Unity; he met Abdu ‘| many times including Paris 1911 [#Abdul-Baha in the West and #Various].

139 Mrs Aloysia Pratt Woodcock ( 1 8 5 3becQ ur@1878), married (1878) Percy Franklin Woodcock; she wasa French-Ca n a d i a?{#ABdaltBgha
in the West].

140 May Woodcock (1879 England-) , a Ca n a?d#Atul-B&haih the West].
141 This address is repeated on all the London letters and will be omitted.
42 | ime Street Station °"*M2in Liverpool.
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Train to London ; Weather; English Railways; Smallness

Arriving at the station we took our compartment, Mon. Dreyfus, Ahmad Yazdi Mrs Fraserand Miss
Herrick travelling with the Beloved. One of the fine things about the railroad in England is this: The
officials will let you to carry w ith you any amount of trunks you have, no charge like America. As
soon as we took our ** seats the sun began to shine. In England and at this time it is a g reat treat
to have the rays of the sun. The sky was really blue, the air was temperate; the country was green
the farms well cultivated. There was not a patch of ground not  <under>*** cultivation . There were
small streams*** over which quite large boats carried merchandise and all manner of goods, a kind
of inter -state waterway system ““*°. However, every thing seems to one so small, so tiny, the farms
are small, the houses are small, the doors of the houses in the villages are so small that | was
wondering how can the people enter therein.

Abdu'l-Baha Pleased with Mrs Fraser and Miss Herrick; Melt Snow of Materialism
On the way the Master spoke to Mrs Fraserand Miss Herrick

" am most pleased with you. You are the real servants of the Covenant. You have written (to
Mrs Frasel) excellent articles in th e papers in regard to the Cause, | will never forget these
services of yours. You must become like burning torches, so that you may become able to melt
these mountains of snow. Europe is filled with these mountains which are snow capped all the
year round. May you attain to such a degree of heat that you may melt all these snows. Europe
is submerged in materialism. People are not thinking of God. All their attention is turned
toward matter and nature. Like the cows they graze in the meadow which is overgrown with
grass. They can see nothing beyond their noses. America is much better. People in that country
are investigating the Reality. They are more suscep tible to spiritual life. "

Arrival and Welcome at Euston Station

At one 40 pm. the train reached '*’ Euston Station’*®, London. There were more than 50 Bahais
ready to welcome Our Beloved. Lady Blomfield ***° with her automobile and her two daughters**°
were at the station. The Master went to 97 Cadogan Girden* ™" with them without any interpreter
and later on they told us the Master was speaking to them all the time.

We met most of the friends at the Station but | did not know anyone of them except Miss
Rosenberdg **> who has many friends in America. We took a large omnibus™® and with Mirza
Lotfollah **>* we arrived at the apt™>.

143 OT: "out", it seems.

144 OT: Word unsure.

145 Canals with barges on them.

146 Canals with barges on.

147 Arrived after about 4 hours' journeying.

148 Euston Station ® W ® M2 s one of the main railway stations of London.

149 Lady Sara Louisa Blomfield ( n ® e  R138%9irglandd1939 London, m.1887)° ' Mfnarried (1887) the architect son of the Bishop of London but was
widowed in 1899 and she moved away to a country home, continued to entertain but lost the enthusiasm  and instead developed a respect for Basil
Wilberforce 's christianity, becoming personal friends, and a friend of R J Campbell. She encountered the Faith in Paris, and became a Bah a'i in 1907
through the agency of Ethel Rosenberg and Hippolyte Dreyfus. She was gi ven t he "Stad)meK hS8intBbduliBy H § . She invi
hosted Abdul-Baha in 1911. When he travelled to France, she and her daughters followed and took notes, which for Paris Talks. She again ho sted
Him in 1913 and arranged a programme. A little after this she moved to Geneva, but with the War quickly moved to Paris to work for the Red Cross
and returned to London in 1915. In 1918 she was part of the channel that ensured Abdu ‘I-Bahds rescue. After the War she continued to live part of
the time in Geneva, holding large gatherings, and where she helped secure the "Declaration of Geneva" for the starving and refugee children. She
befriended Shoghi Efendi during his time at Oxford, accompanying him to Haifa at Abdu 'I-Bahds passing, assistng him to assume his new role as
Guardian, and the account of the Master 's passing. Later she lived with her daughter Mary and her husband in Hampstead. She remained dedicated to
the service of her faith, serving many years on the National Assembly. After her passing, her volume of reminiscences, The Chosen Highway, was
published. See appendix p262 for a more detailed account of her life.  [#Oxford DNB #Bahdi World, v 8, p651-656, In Memoriam].

%0 paughters Mary (fn 346) and Rose(fn 347).

%1 97 Cadogan Gardens® ™2 fthen and now) in South Kensingtor? %, London, Lady Blomfield's address, is just a step South West of the centre of
London. Cadogan Gardens has undergone large revisions, but a reference to "Lady Adelaide Louisa Jane Taylour, late of 97, Cadogan Gardens'
[#London Gazette, 20 Dec 1933 who is listed at the same in #P01914 Street, p238, shows 97 continued to be the same then.

152 Miss Ethel Jenner Rosenberg ° ® (1858 Bath, England 31930 Londonywas an Enf§l i(sllB9Bah&nd mini ature portr
Shoghi Effendi as "Englands outstanding Bahai pioneer-worker". Ever modest and unassuming, she was of immense assistance in transferring the
Message to the western world, knowing the teachings accurately from direct visits to Haifa and correcting and editing the wri tings and translations.
Biography: #Ehel Jenner Rosenberg. For a short account, see app endix p261.
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At Lady Blomfield 's; Lunch (for others) ; About Lady Blomfield

We were welcomed by Lady Blomfield and her gracious daughters and our rooms were shown to us.
As the Master had His lunch in the train He could not partake of the special repast prepared for
Him but the rest of us were hungry enough to enjoy it. Lady Blomfield is a very noble woman, most
sincere Bahai, an active worker, an enthusiastic speaker and alt ogether a most wonderful woman.
The Master told her: "You have a sister in America." "l have a sister in America?" - "Yes! A sister who
is just like you. " "Who is she? "Mrs Krug She is a good Bahal - "I hope to see her some day."

Rest; Miss Rosenberg; Mrs Waite Chicago

The Master rested part of the afternoon and afterward came in the reception room.  Miss Rosenberg
sat at the feet of the Master. He joked with her on different sub  jects which made everybody laugh.
"You have many friends in America. They all send you greeting and love. Many people in Liverpool
came and mentioned the fact that you have taught them. A woman said that she is your follow er."
She asked aboutMrs Waite* **® of Chicago "the Persian cook.” The Master said she is a good woman,
a very good woman." Then she asked about Mrs Goodalf” and Miss Thompsori®>’ to which our
Beloved made appropriate remarks. Then tea was brought in ***® and first He served every one,
then He served Himself, a wonder ful lesson! **°

Walk in Garden; Fishes for Dinner
Then He took Mirza Lotfollah and Ahmad Yazdifor a walk in a garden*®® near by. After His return
He brought in fishes to be fried for dinner.

Newspaper Reports; Subjects Discussed

Then the newspaper women and men came'®. The subjects the Master spoke about cover a wide
range: a review of His trip in America, a message to the people of London, a synopsis of the
Teachings of Baha ollah and many minor questions asked by the reporters.

Telegrams and Mail

Then He attended to His mail. Many telegrams from Stuttgart *°* Bahais expressing their happiness
at the safe arrival of the Master, and an invitation *°® from Edinburgh, Scotland. etc.

Dinner; War Nurses

At eight o'clock we had dinner and several people were present, especially a young man and a
young girl who are Greek and will leave tomorrow for Athens to become nurses and take care of

153 omnibus = bus.

%4 Mirza Lutfullah Hakim (1888 Persia-1968 Haifa, Israel) ® ® was raised a Bahd and came to England (1910) to study physiotherapy, living at 13 Wood

Lane, Shepherds Bush. He was in constant attendance of Abdu'l-Baha in His visits and devoted to His wishes, leaving a short account of Abdu 'I-B a s §

visit to Edin burgh. Abdu'l-Baha would often relay messages through him to the British friends. He went on to work for the Baha ‘i Cause in several

parts of the world, returning in 1948 to Edinburgh for studies where he served on the Edinburgh Assembly; alsoonthelInter nat i on &1 CBamg&i
(1951-61) and the House of Justice (1963-1967). [ #Bahdi World, v 15 pp 430-34, PDFpp457-461].

%5 apt = apartment.

%6 | ouise R Waite (Spencer), "Sh § naz K USnl86m Wisconsin-1939 Los Angeles) was a poetcomposer musician, her Baha'i songs becoming
sung around the world. She became a Bahdli before 1902 and was on various committees. Shle wa
Baha, and was in London for His visit in 1911. [ #Bahdi World, v8, p661-4].

57 Miss Juliet Hutchings Thompson °% ® (1873 New York1956 New York) was a well-known painter, a member of the early Paris Baha 'i circle and
then in New York, exceedingly devoted t o the Faith and Abdu'l-Baha, who she followed everywhere. She is well -known for her diary, and her painting
of Abdu'l-Baha. [#Bahdi World , 13:862-864 / p 907-909.]

%8 There are many small acts of service such as bringing in the tea; along with her two daughters and  Siyyid Asaddl | 4 hady Blomfield's maid Ina
Mary Robinson (29, married for 9 years with 2 children (anoth er had died), parlour maid, from Bradenham, Bucks) and servant Mary ----ice Arnold
(32, single, cook, from Liverpool) although unmentioned, would perhaps have been involved, although the diary states further on (p47) that she has
four servants, and describes them (fn 600) as Abdu'l-Baha's servants, presumably assigned to him- they would be required for the orderly running
and knowledge of the hou se whilst Lady Blomfield was staying nearby at Lady Elchds. [The two servants are listed in the #Census1911]

159 people of importance rarely acted in a servant's role.

180 cadogan Place Gardens® M2 P175 m to the east, is 230 x 35 m and the most likely garden to have visited.

161 perhaps this means the newspaper women considerably outnumbered the men?

182 Stuttgart ° W in Germany, where Abdu'l-Baha visited® ® shortly after this UK visit (1 -6 Apr, 25 Apr-1 May 1912).

163 From Mr & Mrs Whyte (see fn 603).
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the wounded. The Master expressed His pleasure at their intention and said, this is one of the
great services to the world of humanity. To take care of the wounded is very good; because they
are despondent and they must be helped and assisted.

Minister of a Swiss Church; Religious Processions

There was another man, a minister **** from the church in Switzerland who have had the Message.
The Master spoke with him in detail, giving him an account of the religious procession in  Denver®
and its contrast with the simple life of  Christ. It was very graphic, very impressive, very effective
recital and showed very distinctly how far Christianity  has grown from its original foundation.

Retires to Room; Suffragette Discu ssion by Others

This is nine o'clock now. The Master, being tired has gone to His room, Lady Blomfield and several
others are discussing most seriously the suffragette *°° question. She says the Ministers have broken
so often their promises that the suffragette leaders have no more confidence in them. So they are
committing grave acts, such as pouring hot corrosive materials in the letter boxes of t he city
destroying the letters. The leaders'®’ want to come to ask the advice of the Master, what they
should do, what measures they must take. They are desperate and they are against the wall. They
would walk barefooted in the Streets of London in the snow if this would materially help their
Cause.

The Days in London Ahead

Well! This is our first day in London. So far as | know | will not see much of the city, but there will

be many meetings; the first tomorrow at 4 pm. It is a welcome reception arranged by Mrs
Cropper**®® in Caxton Hall*®® where friends and strangers will gather together to welcome Our
Beloved!

| hope you are well. Remember me to your mother, Louise, sister and all the friends.
Ahmad

17 Dec - Caxton Hall Address
Tuesday
Weather : R fine - showery with hail forenoon ; light wind; 2mm rain; O hrs bright sunshine.

164 Reverend Daniel Coop e r - H1L8BX?), a Christian minister Lady Blomfield had met in Switzerland , whom Abdu'l-Baha had addressed a message
to earlier in 1912 [ #Lady Blomfield, p125, 326 which includes the message p125; #Abdu'l-Baha in France].

%5 Denver® Y, capital of Colorado (mid -US) where Abdu'tBaha was for 5 days in Sep/Oct 1912 - see #Mahmud's Diary, 29 Oct 1912. for this
procession, which is narrated in Denver but ascribed to California (* One day in California | saw a cardinal walking with pomp and ceremony in front
of a procession. Inquiring about the occasion, | was told that a new church had been built and the cardinal was to officially open its doors to the
public. | said, 'This show and ceremony of the cardinal is like that of Christ. However, there is a slight difference. Christ opened the gate of heaven;
this cardinal is going to open that of a church. Christ had a crowd following Him but they were there to hurl contempt and ab use at Him. This
cardinal had a crowd with him but they are there to help. Christ had a crown but it was made of thorns, while this cardinal wears a crown set with
lustrous jewels. Christ had clothes but they were made of old, coarse cloth, while this man ‘s robe is made of the finest brocade of the day. Christ
spent His days in sorrow, while this cardinal 's days are spent in security and comfort. Christ 's home was a desert, while this cardinal 's home is a
splendid building, like that of a king. Christ 's throne was upon a cross, while this man's place of rest is a throne of ease and comfort. The adornment
of Christ's banquet was the blood of that beloved countenance, while the ornament of this man ‘s court is the goblet of colored wine. So, this
cardinal's display is similar to th at of Christ, with only the slightest differences. ' Although the Master told this story humorously in several gatherings
in different words, it was always a warning to the people and the cause of their awakening. ").

166 Suffragists and Suffragettes ° W were seeking the right to vote ("suffrage"), the suffragists by peaceful/general means, the suffragettes by militant
means, which was a burning issue of the time [#Wik].

167 This will refer to the suffragette leaders (not the ministers).

%8 Mrs Mary "Minnie" Virginia Shepherd Thornburgh -Cropper (1850 California-1938 Londony was the first Baha'i in England and one of the first
Western Bahdis. She took (1902) a pilgrimage to visit Abdu 'I-Baha. from whom she learnt many Baha'i teachings, and then a second (1906) gave her
deeper understanding. She received the name "Maryam Khanum" from 'Abdul-Baha. She taught Ethel Rosenberg™? and was a close friend of Mrs
Whyte in Edinburgh, both important characters during this visit. During Abdu ‘I-Bahds visits to London her car was constantly available for him - "Her
tall, graceful figure with her serene angel face shining beneath a crown of silver hair, her blue eyes, and the soft blend of blues and purples in her
dress, gracious to all, and ready to be of constant service to her exalted Gue st." Through many years she gave her time untiringly to the Cause, and
she and Ethel played a key part in establishing the Faith in the UK, and kept close touch with  'Abdul-Baha and His family. [#Baha'i World, v 8, p549-
651, In Memoriam]. For a fuller acc ount, see p263.
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December 17th. 1912 *®°
Dear Harriet!

Abdu’'l-Baha Sleepless; Tea; A Return Trip to America

The Master not being able to sleep the early part of last night , He took His rest in the morning and
by half past eight He was in the reception room and Sayad Assadollahready with the tea tray. The
Beloved was kind and loving and poured out tea for all us . He spoke about America and the
probability of His return trip. He said "God willing. But if | go to America this time |  will go
differently. But it is very difficult. This first trip was also made with great exertion ."

Collecting and Publishing American Addresses

As | was reading one of His addresses in America, He said it will be well if all His addressesin that
country would have been printed i n one or two volumes. At present He declared they are all
scattered and not collected. See how quickly the Paris and London addresses are printed '™ and
this was done through one woman, Lady Blomfield .

Pleased by Balkan and Turkey Conference

Then the news of the Conference**’* of the delegates of the Balkan and Turkey who have gathered

in London and are holding their sessions in St James Palacé’? were read to Him. He was pleased to
know that the delegates are conciliatory in spirit and are desirous to bring about peace after this
terrible loss.

Sincere Poor Women Better than a Thousand Millionaires
Someone mentioned the name of a prominent wealthy w oman to the Master and He said:

"One of the poor, sincere, honest women is more beloved by me than a thousand millionaires.
Just now this Lady Blomfield is dearer to me than all the Queens of the world. "

Irish Baha'i; Igniting Lamps Around ; Persian Persecution

In Belfast, Ireland we have a fine Bahai'’®, a splendid believer and she had travelled all day and
night to see the Master. Our Belove d welcomed her more cordially and said:

"You must become the cause of the illumination of Ir eland. In Persia a woman came to the city
of Ardestan'’® from one of the surrounding villages. She was made radiant, because she
became a Bahai. She returned to her home. In one year she was enabled to ignite fo rty lamps,
but now you (the Belfast Baha'i) must ignite four thousand lamps in one year. Praise God that
you enjoy freedom in this country. There was no free dom in Persia. They used to kill the Bahais
whenever they got hold of them. If a Bahai desired to teach another he had to do it with the
utmost precaution. "

Fear of New Religion; People Long for Decaying Flowers and Food

This lady said that in speaking about this movement to the people they are afraid of a new
religion, they say our old religion was good enough for our ancestors, it is good enough for us.

189 The next three letters do not have the date in the original, but have had it added at a later date. These dates correspond to the dates they are
printed as in the Star of the West when t hey were received. In addition, internally, the 16 Dec letter states that the Caxton meeting is "tomorrow"
fixing the 17 Dec, the 19 Dec refers to the "large meeting tomorrow" fixing its date, leaving 18 Dec as correct by deduction. Apart from these three,
all the other letters are dated in the original.

170 #pParis Talks and #Abdul-Baha in London.

"1 London Peace Conference 1912 -13° " was a peace summit of Great Britain, France, Germany, Austria -Hungary, Russia and ltaly (the six great
powers) to arbitrate the First Balkan War (fn 25) [#Wik].

172 st James Palace® V' is one of London's oldest palaces, and the official residence of the Sovereign and the most senior royal palace in the UK , giving
it its name of the Royal Court, although it has not been used for this purpose fort wo centuries [#Wik].

3 This, or the Irish Baha'i of 22 Dec (p58), would be Joan Alice Waring Fforde (1883-1950) for on 29 Jun 1919 she writes that she "had a word" from
‘Abdul-Bah§ when He wa s#Wehcornectionsbnicovorapress.com °

174 Ardestan® Wis in Isfahan, Central Iran.
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The Master said:- "They are like those souls who say we dorit like fresh flowers but we are
satisfied with withered and decayed flowers. However decayed flowers do not have sweet
fragrance. Its odor is not good. It has no freshness and charm. The fresher the flower the
sweeter it is and the more charming. If old and decayed flowers were good then the Adamic'’
flower would have been sufficient. There was no need of a new bud to blossom forth. Every
New Year needs a new flower; new fruits are necessary, fresh and gentle breezes are needed.
Every new day requires new food. You cannot partake of the decayed food of yesterday. "

5

Lady from Switzerland; People Gather

Another woman has come from Switzerland and she had an interesting interview. Li ttle by little
people began to gather as they are going to be here every day from 10to 12.

Those Who Feel Imperfect are of the Kingdom
Speaking to Miss Jack *’®, who is known as "General Jack" the Master said:

"Those souls who consider themselves as imperfect, they are the people of the Kingdom. And
those persons who prefer themselves above others, who are egoists and worshippers of self,
they are deprived of the g races of the Lord of Mankind. "

English Arabic Professor ; Americans are Open -Minded Investigators

Then an Englishman who isthe Arabic professor in London came to see the Master with his wife.
Our Beloved took him into His own private room and spoke with him in Arabic about America. The
American people investigate every thing. Their minds are open, their ears are listening. They
comprehend the teachi ngs of Bahaollah. They are thirsty for this salubrious *’” water. They are a
mighty nation, a noble people. They love the Reality. They are not limited. They have a vast
country. They enjoy all the material blessings. God has perfected His Bounties for them . They
listen to every discussion with dignity, urbanity and politeness. If it is in accord with reason they
will accept. If they do not understand, they ask questions. But the Egyptian people'’® are very

prejudiced, th ey are very dogmatic. "

Ex-Supreme Judge

Then the Master told the story of one of the ex-Supreme Judges’® of the United States who came
to see Him in Washington in the home of Mrs A. J. Parsons*®. This Judge listened very carefully
to all that the Master had to say but like others did not ask any questions. The Master thinking that
the Judge must have some objections; so He asks him whether he was pleased with the problems
discussed. Then the Judge drew himself up and said: "All right! "8

175 pertaining to Adam® % (created by God in the opening of the Bible), i.e. material ~ flower.

176 Miss Marion Elizabeth "General" Jack (1866 Canada- 1954 Bulgaria)’ Born of a prominent family in Canada, Marion was educated in England and
particularly France, where she studied art, specialising in landscape painting. During her studie s she learnt of the faith at the side of a fancy dress
dance (wearing a fiery red costume of crinkled tissue paper ). She spent some time in 'Akka, teaching English in 1908 to 'Abdul-Bahds grandchildren.
She was present during Abdul-Bahds 1911 visit as well as the 1913. In London she shared a flat with Elizabeth Herrick , and she stayed on in
Edinburgh to give presentations with others after Abdu'l -Baha had travelled to France . By 1914 she had returned to North America. She was one of
the first to respond to the call of the Divine Plan of  'Abdul-Baha. "She was such a lovely person- so joyous and happy that one loved to be with her.
Her shining eyes and beautiful smile showed how much the Baha 'i Faith meant to her... We used to love to go to her studio and talk with her... She
always entered into any plan with zest. " In 1930 she went to Haifa and then to Bulgaria where she spent her remaining life, holding meetings with
many attendees. When the World War came she insisted on staying at her post, enduring great privation and sacrifice, religious restriction, and poor
health. 'Abdul-Baha would call her "General Jack’; Shoghi Effendi at her passing called her 'Immortal Heroine '. (Biography: Jan Jasion, "Never be
Afraid to Dare".) [#Bahai World, vol 12, p 674-677).

" salubrious = healthful.
178 AT: "there are those amongst"... is added to show He speaks in general terms. Cultures and countries change their quali ties each generation.
179 Henry Billings Brown (1836-1913) on 9 May 1912[#Abdul-Baha in the West].

BAgnes Stockton Par$ (1868 Maya®d934RWaghingtdn) was an oustanding servant of the Faith in America, on various
committees inclu ding the US National Assembly, and notable for arranging in a radically divided America the first mixed -race convention. [#Baha'i
World, v 5, p410-414].

181 |n approval - often spoken loudly and firmly with emphasis on "right".
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Noon Address on Science and Reason; Unity of New York

Then after talking with this Arabic scholar on many other interesting topics, He came out to the
reception where people were gathered. He gave His wonderful address . It was on the sub ject of
the conformity of all the problems of life with science and reason. It was very interesting and
everybody was pleased. Just toward the end of the address Mr and Mrs and Miss Woodcoclkcame in.
They had a private interview with the Beloved. They looked very well and the Master commented
upon their look. He told them about the better conditions in New York, the love and harmony
which exists among them'®? and the spirit of mutu al service and cooporation which is witnessed by
all. The Master seemed to be pleased with New York and the spirit which was manifested of late.
To another person He spoke in detail about the two <dimensions>'®® of religion; to a few Persians
He talked about the f our standards of understanding.

Walk with Mrz Davoud

Then the Master went out to take His customary walk with Mirza Davoud '®, the translator of the
"Mysterious Forces of Civilization"**®>. He has a Persian wife'®® and lately a baby girl was given to
him. Both of them are very happy over it and the Beloved blessed them.

Lunch; Monks on Mount Carmel Defrauding Shepherds

On His return, the Master had lunch with many people at the table. Lady Blomfield 's table is like
Mrs Kinrey's table. Around it many people gather. While we sat around the table Our Beloved told
us the story of several clever monks on Mount Carmel*®” who wanted to rob the poor shepherds
from their lands over which their flocks grazed; and how the governor frustrated their plot.

Rest; Caxton Hall Addre ss mentioning American -UK Unity

After dinner He took His nap, Lady Blomfield and her daughters went to Caxton Hall*'%®

the reception.

to arrange

It was about 20 minutes after four that we took a taxicab and arrived a few minutes later in the

Hall. There was a very large gathering of people present. The Master spoke on various subjects and
gave agreat tribute to the Americans and emphasized the love and the unity which ex ists between
the two countries. Then the chairman of the meeting made some appropriate remarks and
refreshment was served. The Master walked back to His apartment, but we stayed behind to talk
with the believers and it took us a long time to arrive.

Visitors; Woman of High Rank; Influential Indian Editor

No sooner we arrived than people began to come; especially a woman of high rank, whose name
may not be wise to mention, who goes to the English Court a great deal and an intelligent old
gentleman who has been for eleven years the editor of one of the most influential paper sin India.
With them the Master spoke about 3 hours and they had dinner with Him.

Balkans; Suffrage; Mary Magdalene; Play Terrible Meek; International Patriotism

He spoke about Balkans about sufferage; about Mary Magdalené® who went to Rome and
presented a message from the Christians to the Emperor, speaking to him very fearlessly and

82 Among the Baha'is there; some places were overcoming challenges on the path of unity.
18 OT is illegible; AT: "aspects".

BiM2 r z § Y u hvach(h885 PRrSiad 1969 London m.1911), Persian Jewish art collector, lived in London and was married to Re gi na Ky §nu
Abdul-Baha in 1911; he made important translations into English [ #Abdul-Baha in the West; see also #Lady Blomfield, p46, 231, 245, 250, 252-3].

18 Mysterious Forces of Civilization °"*(Ri s §-Mia ld a n ? ig guirdmtly known as "the Secret of Divine Civilisation ", and was written by Abdul-
Baha on or before 1875 and circulated anonymously.

Regi na N¥r Ma hDa8l w ukelbk8nnl 84f#Abdul-Baha in the West].
187 Mount Carmel ® Vin Israel is a hill of important sacred significance, being particularly associ  ated with Elijah in the Bible.
18 Caxton Hall ® W ? M2 in Caxton Street, Westminster was known for hosting many mainstream and fringe political and artistic events ~ [#Wik].

189 Mary Magdalene® " (1st century) is an inspiring woman in the New Testament devoted to C hrist; this particular story is from church tradition [see
eg: #Web thenazareneway.com®].
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eloquently; about the "Terrible Meek™ which He went to see in New York and giving suggestions
how to perfect it; about a broad international patriotism which includes all nations etc etc. These
two people were very much impressed and most pleased with their visit to the Master.

Bahau'llah Pillaged, Imprisoned, Bastinadoed, Death Threats, Saved

When they left the apartment the Master told us one of the most thrilling incidents in the life of
Baha ollah, how His property was pillaged, how with eleven others He was put in prison and later
on brought before the clergy; how they bastonadoed Baha ollah ; how He was threatened with
death by the populace and how at last He was saved from the claws of th ese wolves. It was most
interesting to hear Him speak about these incidents in the life of Bahaollah of which we kn ow
nothing.

Busy; Translating till M idnight
In brief this was a very busy day. | have been translating all the time and now it is near ly 12
o'clock™®*.

Spirit of Cause Pleasing

The Master is most pleased with the outlook of the Cause here. There are many Bahais but | do not
know any one of them except a very few. However they are all most kind and loving and the Bahai
spirit is visible amongst them.

Theosophist Invite
The Theosophists in London have invited Abdul Baha to speak to them after the busy Xmasseason
which centers all the attention as much as in America if not more.

Attitude to the Sun in England

It is very interesting how people in this land go wild over the appearance of the Sun  and the clear
sky *°2. Well since the time we have left Liverpool the Sun has been shining gloriously without any
hindrance and every one can actually see the stars shining and the moon shedding her light.
Everybody is happy because they behold the Sun, the moon and the stars. The Master told us a
story of His last stay in London'®*; that He was in the automobile with Lady Bloomfield. Suddenly
the sun peeps out of the clouds. Lady Blomfield in a state of ecstasy jumps out of her seat and in
the act the translator who was sitting in one of the front seats falls and she exclaims  "Oh the sun!
the sun! Is not this wonde rful! "

Love to all
Ahmad

18 Dec - E G Browne

Wednesday

Weather : @ dull; moderate wind; 0.3mm rain; O hrs bright sunshine.  (Sohrab: rainy)
December. 18. 1912 **°

Dear Harriet!

% Terrible Meek ° " ¥ is a one-act stage play for three voices: to be played in darkness . In #Agnes Parsors Diary (publ), at dinner on the 22nd , "the
subject of Rand Kennedy's play The Terrible Meek was commented upon. Mr. Kennedy had persuaded Abdul Baha to see the play in New York.
'‘Abdul-B a h 8§ Yfainstéad of making it sensational, he had taken certain incidents in the life of Christ, the play would have had great val ue."
Then Abdul Baha touched on the salient points in the life of Christ in a most wonderful m anner."

91 AT: "after midnight".

192 The author in another place (p 75), mentions the millions of chimneys belching smoke and the fog, both of which would obscure the sun and stars

in a city.

192 4 Sep3 Oct 1911.


http://www.archive.org/details/terriblemeekaon00kenngoog

Walking; Tea; Peace Conference News

This morning | had a few minutes to go out and walk around this quarter. It is a very good district.
When | returned | found the Master up, having His tea and waiting for the news of the Conference
of Peace. Well, it seems the Greeks are being refused by the Turks; and they do not want to deal
with them. So they have adjourned till thursday.

President of Persia 's Society's Wife

x 194 x 195 196

Lady Barclay who is the wife of Sir Barclay” >, the President of Persias Society " in London
called on the Beloved. The Master thanked her and Sir Barclay for the services they have rendered
to Persia. She is a believer and on leavin g the room she kissed twice His Blessed Hands

Minister and Woman

Then a Minister called on the Master. He was very open minded and attentive. He listened
carefully to all that was s aid and left the room most impressed and happy. Another woman entered
in the Presence of Our Lord. He advised her to think of God, to open her ears to the Call of the
Kingdom, to devote her time to the spread of Real ity etc.

Woman With Troubled Eyes

Another woman was admitted whose eyes had troubled her for some time. With His fingers He
rubbed on the ball of her eyes saying "Be confident, you shall get entirely well. Do not worry. Be
ever happy. Be always joyous! Do not let your mind be disturbed. "

Laura Dreyfus Arrives from Paris

Madame Dreyfus *°” arriving from Paris had an interview with the Master and the question of His

trip to that city was discussed. She looked well and very happy.

Noon Address on Spiritual Worlds

Then the Master delivered an address on the spiritual worlds and was translated through Mon.
Dreyfus. The address was very inspiring and eloquent. It conferred spiritual uplift and exalted one 's
aspirations above this mundane life. The Master alone can speak with divine authority on this
subject. His words are borne out of the spirit. His utterances create conviction; His very Presence
is a heavenly proof.

Then He shook hands with all those who were present. There were a few children who received His
celestial kisses and benediction.

Y lady Marie-Th ®r " se Bar cl ay (1854 Bralll e 1% Framae)wife of Sir Thomas Barclay. She was a prominent suffragette and
important funder of their WSPU organisation, and was arrested with another at the Palace gates in Jul 1914 del ivering a petition to the King. An

authoress, poetess and critic, she collaborated in most of her husband 's political books and translated several by other authors. [#Gloucester Citizen,
1945-12-31, p8.]

1% Sir Thomas Barclay® "V (1853 Scotland-1941 France, m.1877), married (1877) to Marie -Th ®r “"se Barcl ay (n®e Teuscher)

promotion of good relations between France and the UK, and also chair of the Persia Society in London promoting good accord between P ersia and
the UK. He was prominent in international law, wrote on economics, was a Liberal MP  (1910), and was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in many
years [#Times, 1941-02-06 p7 Obituary, #St Andrews Citizen, 1941-02-15 p3 & p5, 1941-02-22 p4, #Wik].

1% persia Society® - In 1909 the British friends of Persia formed two Persia Committees - Parliamentary and non-Parliamentary - as pressure groups
to support the Constitutionalists in Persia in their struggle against despotism. W ith the encouragement of the Persian Minister in London, Mirza Mehdi
Khan, Mushirul-Mulk, Prof. E.G. Browne, Lord Lamington, the Earl of Ronaldshay and Mr. H.F.B. Lynch MP " followed this up in Nov 1911 by forming
the Persia Society of 22, Albemarle Street, London W1 as a non-political body designed "to promote the sympathy existing between the British and
Persian nations'. Lord Lamington was the President with a Council o f seven - Sir Thomas Barclay Rt. Hon. Sayed Ameer Ali PC(fn 963), Prof E. G.
Browne, W. A. Buchanan, General T. E. Gordon® ", H. F. B. Lynch and Sir Frederick Pollock® . Lectures were given, some of them being published,
but in 1929 largely owing to the Persian Legation's lack of interest (Mirza Mehdi Khan, having left London in 1920), the Society was wound up and
amalgamated with the Central Asian Society (now The Royal Society for Asian Affairs) [#Webat iransociety.org®].

97 Laura A C Dreyfus Barney (1879 Ohio 8 1974 Paris m.1911)° ¥, one of the early Paris circle of Baha ‘is, who married Hippolyte Dreyfus Barney.

Well known for her 'Some AnsweredQuestions, she arranged for the purchase of land and building of Abdu 'I-Bahds residence at 7 Haparsim Street,
Shoghi Effendis early English development, and she had a deep involvement with the International Council of Women, League of Nations, and o ther
matters of peace, unity and education; she was a poet, painter, musician and artist, some of her paintings hanging in the Nat  ional Museum of
Washington. [#Baha'i World, v 16, pp535-538; see #Life of Laura Dreyfus -Barney.]
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E G Browne

Professor Ed. G. Browne***® who has written so much on the subject of the Bahai Movement was

present in the meeting and afterward he was called in the Master's room. "The last time | met you "
He said "was 22 years ago in Acca under a different environment but now | have the pleasure of
seeing you in London."

Then discussion commenad in Persian, for Prof Brown e speaks the Persian language most fluently.

Many subjects as usual were discussed aboutPersia, the history of the Movement, education of
woman, invention, etc. | hope the result of this meeting will be very good; for late ly Prof Browne
has not been very friendly to the Bahais and he devotes most of his time to the literary, political
and historical events of Persiarather than the Bahai Movement. He had his wife ***° with him too.

For nearly one hour the Master spoke with him and when he left all of us talked with him. He is a
most intelligent and Persian -loving man.

Doctor from Chicago and Khirullah

Then the Master received a Doctor who is from Chicagowho had heard the Message many years ago
in that city from Kheiralla*?°. Later on witnessing many selfish ambitions and petty quarre Is he
leaves the Cause and devotes his time to the study of various sects and different kinds of
philosophy.

The Master told him now is the time that he must study carefully the principles of Bahaollah, for
they are a healing to the sick body of the world. "May you become as bright as this lamp! May you
become able to guide many souls to the Kingdom of God. "

Walk in Hyde and Regent Parks Although Dinner Served; Electric Signs

Then, although the dinner was read y?°*, the Master had to take a walk, so He took with himself

Ahmad Yazdi Mirza Lotfollah, and myself. After walking a few blocks He called a taxi and we
drove through the famous Hyde Park “®? and Regent Park’®. It was a rainy day, the streets were
not very clean. Then the Master spoke about the cleanliness of Broadway’’* and its wonderful
illumination by night. He told us about the Ben Hur electric horses, the ad®® of spring water, the
ad of Pepsin%, ad ?°’ of automobiles, the ad of many other thi ngs which are lighted by night *°®. He
told us about the electric office in  Denver, which is a tall and magnificent building, how at night,

1% Edward Granville Brown e (England: 1862 Gloucestershire-1926 Cambridge, buried Newcastle)® "V was the eldest child of a civil engineer, with
army officers and landed gentry on his father 's side and mining engineers and colliery managers on his mother's. He left training as an engineer and
took natural sciences and then medicine, in which he gained an MB, MRCS, but he never practised as a doctor, turning his ener gies to the orient and
its languages, Turkish, Arabic and Persian. He made a particular study of Persian literature and history and had a fascination for the Babi history, its
heroism, and its developments, producing important translations (Traveller 's Narrative, New History) and other works (Year Among the P ersians,
Materials for the Study of the Babi Religion). He was surprised at, and had difficulties with, how the faith had developed to follow Baha'u'llah,
leaving a portion following Mirza Yahya, wh ich he presumed represented the pristine presentation of B abism, and this complicated how he presented
the Bahalis, though in much later years he is understood to have seen things in a new light. He was well -regarded by the Persians due to his efforts
on their behalf , with a street named after him in Tehran and a  statue, whilst in Europe he was at the centre of oriental expertise . He left a short
account, well -known amongst Bahdis, of his encounter with Baha 'u'llah. His oriental interests extended to political efforts, but with their failure and

the turmoil of th e World War, he turned to focus on scholarship, and was an inspiring teacher. He had married Alice in 1906, but his own ill -health in
late 1924 brought his activities to an end, his devoted wife died from the anxiety, and suffering from the blow of her passing, he himself followed in
just six months. [#Oxford DNB|.

¥ pAlice "Lally" Car ol i ne Browne ( ne® (1B194%% Gambridge, bibiadnNewchstle) m.1906) was a barrister's daughter; she
married Edward Granville Browne in 1906, and was an original member of the Persia Society, with strong sympathies for Roman Catholicism and Irish
Independence [#Web at thepeerage.com, #Web at iranicaonline.org , #Abdul-Baha in the West].

20 George Ibrahim Kheiralla °" (1849 Lebanon-1929) was a Syrian christian interested in the mystical occult who became a Baha'i and fathered the
Faith in America; but he taught his own ideas and wanting control of the American Baha'i community ent irely for himself, people either turned away
from him or left the Faith, and much disunity was caused by him [ #Qutline of the Baha 'i Movement in the United States ° 5.

201 AT: "served".

202 Hyde Park® " ®MaRs 1km " North of Lady Blomfield's. It is a large park (2 x 1 km) with a large lake and pond, and famous for "Speakers Corner"
where people stand on boxes and teach thei r opinions to passers by who crowd to listen.

203 Regent's Park® " @ M2 is 3km North of Lady Blomfield's (5km drive) °”".ltis large (0.5 -1 km x 1 km) with a large lake.

204 Broadway (New York) ® It is mentioned in #Mahmuds Diary, 21 Nov 1912 %!

205 ad of = advert for.

208 pepsi Cola presumably Pepsinis an enzymel).
207 AT: "electric signs".

208 AT: "turn the nights of Broadway into days".
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the whole structure from top to bottom is lighted  with thousands electric signs. | assure you our
Persian friends in the taxi enjoyed the recital very much. Perhaps if | told them about these many
wonders of the New World *®, they would think | am out of my wits.

Lunch; Minister ; Jews in Tiberias

On our return we had our lunch. There was another Minister from one of the suburbs of the great
Metropolis “*°. The Master praised his lack of Prejudice, his fair -mindedness, his impartiality to
investigate the Realit y; saying that most of the Ministers of today do nothing but teach men
prejudices and blind dogmas. Then He told him the story of a Jewish Rabbiin Tiberias*** who was
giving to the Jews along such lines that made them haughty and stuffed with pride and prejudices.

Rest; Counsellor of the Persian Embassy; America ; Turks

He took a nap after His lunch and in the afternoon the Counsellor*? of the Persian Embassycalled
on Him. The Master spoke about the greatness of America, its wonderful civilization. Then the
Balkan wars were touched and the Counsellor who is a very excellent man gave an account from his
own standpoint why the Turks were defeated in several engagements.

Story of Baha'u'llah Ordering a Man Punished

Then the Master spoke about the time of Baha -ollah in Bagdad®® and a story, how Baha-ollah
ordered a man to beat *?* another because he said unseemly words; and how that man tore his
own clothes, scratched his face and ran to the Persian Consu) who happened to be the grand -
father of this present Counsellor, - and cried out: - the Bahais have beaten him. The Consul instead
of sending for Baha-ollah, sent the man to prison, saying: "You must have done something, you
would not have been beaten. " After two hours the wife of that man goes to Baha -ollah and pleads
his release. Baha-ollah sends a man to the Consul, that this man has a wife and it is better to be

r el e a sTieedCoudsellor was very much touched and on his departure expressed his belief in the
Master and kissed His hand ***.

President of Esperanto of England
x 216 x 217

Then the President of Esperanto of England called on the Master bringing with him the first
218

translation of the New Testament in Esperanto. He offered a copy to the Master. The Master
spoke a great deal of the necessity of International language, that the nations must organize an

29 New World = The Americas.

29 Metropolis = Principle City = London.

21 Tiberias ® Vis a city in northernmost modern Israel, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee where many of the stories of Jesus are located.
212 Mirza Abdul Gaffar Khan was Counsellor for some years and Honourary vice-president of the Persia Society in 1913.

23 Baghdad® " is the capital of Irag, where Baha'u'llah went in exile to from Iran after His release from the underground dungeon of the Si  yah Chal,
arriving on 8 Apr 1853

214 AT: "punish”. Sohrab has Abdu'tBaha telling this story again on 13 Feb in #Abdul-Baha in France, where further details are given that the person
was inciting people against the Baha'is, which in such a time and place could easily escalate; so one of Baha'u'llah's compan ions daps him; however
to make it look like he has been beaten up he tears his clothes up and runs to the Consul, who is not taken by his story. The  story is also in #King of
Glory, pp. 125-126.

215 An example of an incorrect amendment by the author occurs here where AT has "expressed his belief in the Cause and kisse d Baha'u'llah’s hand"-
for of course the Counsellor is being refered to, not the man in the story.

2% Harold Bolingbroke Mudie (1880-1916) . His father a librarian, his mother an accomplished singer, Harold attended p rivate schooling and later
gained a scholarship to London University, in the midst of which he accepted a job offer from famous stockbrokers and began a s a trader, at which
he was successful. He encountered Esperanto in 1902, co-founded the London Esperanto Club in 1903 and quickly became its secretary. He launched
the first Esperanto magazine in Britain 1903 which turned a profit, later merging with the later British Esperantist, still r unning today. He was deeply
involved in organising international Esper anto conferences, and travelled widely, always with his ubiquitous Esperanto flag. In 1905 he set up
business for himself and was so successful he planned to retire in his 30s and dedicate his life to Esperanto across the worl d. He was "a tall, blond -
haired young man, with large glasses and a clean-shaven face, and speaking with a sweet, soft voice and a touch of an English accent, so nice in
Esperanto when it isn't strong”. A shock split and loss of part of the Esperanto world led to Mudie becoming first i nternational president, to his
death, alongside from 1912 his presidency of the British Esperanto Association. Ludoviko Zamenhof, founder of Esperanto, put great labour into and
had great misery trying to get the Esperanto Bible produced and published, and Mudie was able to arrange for its publication; it is at this point that
we see his meeting with Abdu 'l-Baha, offering Him a copy of the Esperanto New Testament. Mudie didn 't expect War to happen, but it came and for
his efficiency was appointed a captain, but in its midst was in a car hit by a late express train and did not survive.  [#Webmudie.eu]

27 Egperanto® W is a language published in 1887 by Ludwik L. Zamenhof as a global language to learn alongside one's mother tongue. Its learning was
encouraged by the Baha'is and its creator's daughter Lidia® " was a Baha'i.

218 New Testament ° is the story and teachings of Jesus and some early letters.
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international Congress®*® of language, ratify it and then let it be studied in all the schools. The
Master said all through America | have encouraged the Bahais to study Esperanto and to the extent
of my ability | will strive in its spread and promotion.

Haji Ameen and Three Others Arrive from Paris

Later on Haji Ameen*??° who is an old Bahai of the type of Sayad Assadollahwith three other young

Persian Bahaisarrived from Paris. These have been staying in Paris for the last two weeks waiting
for the arrival of the Master. They have just arrived from Persia. The Master received them. They
threw themselves at His feet and wept. It was a touching scene. He, however, took them up,
kissed their cheeks and showed them much love. Haji Ameen is a most wonderful Bahai, the Master
loves him very much and he is a kind of grandfather to all the friends in Persia. Whenever the
name of Haji Ameen is mentioned, those who have seen him before and hear th e name, are made
immediately happy. We have rented rooms for them just very near here . They are going to be here
all the time except when at night they go to sleep.  Haji Ameen is the treasure r of Abdul Baha and
all the Persian Bahais send to him their c ontributions. "Ameen" means "faithful " and the Master
trusts him completely. The friends in London are very busy just at this time being Xmas

Alice Buckton and Eager Heart

You are no doubt interested to know about Miss Alice Buckton*??!. Eager Heart is being presented
for all ?*? this week and she has invited Abdul Baha and His entourage to attend one of the matinee
performances on Saturday afternoon. She was here last night and was very pleased and happy. One
of Lady Blomfield 's daughters®®® is in the play, taking the part of the Eager Heart. | have never seen
the play so | suppose if the Master goes all of us will have a chance to s ee it.

End Greetings

Remember me to Louise, your sister, Miss Edith Champney*’, Mrs Champney %*°, Carrie Kinney **,
Mrs Krug your dear mother and all the dear friends

Ahmad

19 Dec - E G Browne
Thursday

29 One of which occurred in Edinburgh on 31 Jul 1926, to which many distinguished Baha'is went [ #Bahai World, vol 2, 1926-28, p265-8 (pdf 282-5)].

Z20Mul | 8'l-Hadami-Ar di KHE§j22 "ARedsia: 1831-1928 Tehran, m.c1848)° B ° W 3! MImarried (c1848) at 17 and became a Babi in 1851. On
becoming a Baha'i, his wife's standing with other Babis meant he was able to travel and meet the old Babi families and bring  them news of
Baha'u'llah. From an early period he travelled for Baha'u'l lah collecting the H u g ¥iql u8ohations and conveying letters, news and teachings, earning
his way by trade and writing letters, and went on to serve  asits trustee, for two years was imprisoned, and then continuing the task long after into
his old age. He was posthumously made a Hand of the Cause and identified as one of the Apostles of Baha'u'llah. The arrival of such a perso n must
have been a profound experience for everyone. [ #Momen "Amin, Haji "].

21 Alice Mary Buckton (England: 1867 Surrey-1944 Glastonbury) ° grew up in Surrey in a beautiful country house and setting, her father a well -
known but quiet disabled scientist interested in e verything that furthered humanity and a simple faith; she grew up surrounded by science,
experiments and the arts, of whom Tennyson was a nearby friend; home -tutored, she grew up a visionary dreamer and as a young lady followed the
suffragettes and immediately set to work alongside Octavia Hill helping the destitute of London, particularly in providing them areas of good,
affordable housing with a community feel and engagement with the arts; in a tour of Europe in her 30 s she encountered the german kindergarten
movement with its view of the equality of women, and brought it, and principal Annet Schepel , back to London to revolutionise education in Britain.
With the help of the Sesam e Club, an open educational institute of which Patrick Geddes °° was a part, in 1899 a free Child -Garden (kindergarten)
and house of home-training (for women) was opened by Regent's Park, with the women engaging in the kindergarten. She established herself in
sacred drama and poetry, most famous being Eager Heart, and she was with many other na mes encountered in the diary at the meeting of the grail
like Cup in 1907 and became associated with its celtic mysteries ( Y fn 577). Her Child-Garden and School was a great success, and it was at this
period of her life that Abdu'l -Baha visited and she played an energetic role in speaking and eagerly promoting the occasions and th e Baha'i principles
both in 1911 and 1913. At some time prior she came to the Child Garden in Edinburgh where He visited, and continued to promote the Faith in
Edinburgh after He had been. Suddenly in 1913 large changes in those around her and arising opportunities led her to move to Glastonbury with
Annet where she set up and promoted the central themes of her life, particularly the revival of celt ic-inspired sacred theatre, poetry and artwork,
living a back-to-nature lifestyle. She never married, and it was in that same place that she passed away, a well -known figure to the townsfolk
around. [See her biography #Beneath the Silent Tor .]

222 AT "every night" OT: “for all", which could have meant 'publicly’.
223 Miss Mary Blomfield (see fn 347).

2Edith T Champney Ka y(9S 189shN@weYork-hla2migen élgmpshire, m. 1915) was the daughter of the Amelia Champney (next
note). [ #Abdul-Baha in the West.]

25 Amelia K H Champney (US: 18501938) was a Scottish American Baha'i whose houseon the shore of the Hudson River had been hired out for
Abdu'l-Bahas use in 1912. [#Mahmuds Diary, 4 Jun 1912, #Abdul-Baha in the West; see also #Abdul-Baha by Balyuzi.]
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Weather : Q fine day; light wind; 0.3mm rain; O hrs bright sunshine.
December 19, 1912%°°
Dear Harriet!

Haji Ameen and Companions

It was most interesting to see dear Haji Ameen this morning coming in with the other Persians in
the most reverential and happy frame of mind to ask "the Lord of mankind " what they should do
and what course of action they sho uld follow as long as they have the privilege of being with Him.

Two Loaves and an Apple from Russia

A most touching incident of the Cause was unfolded when Haji Ameen opened his handkerchief in
which he had petitions from many believers from the Orient and one thing that caught my eyes at
first sight was two small loaves of bread and an apple which were sent from a Bahai from far off
Russia This was all this poor man could send to our Beloved with his devotion and love. The Master
looked at this love offering with such tenderness, with such joy and kin dliness in His eyes that one
can never forget. | am sure if the millions of the world would have been sentto  Him He would not
have been so happy. He ate a piece of the stale bread and gave the rest to Sayad Assadollah: - so
that he may bring them at the table.

A [Lady Blomfield:] A Persian friend arrived who had passed through 'Ishgabad He presented a cotton handkerchief to
'‘Abdul-Baha, Who untied it, and saw therein a piece of dry black bread, and a shrivelled apple. The friend exclaimed:
"A poor Bahdi workman came to me: 'l hear thou goest into the presence of our Beloved. Nothing have | to send, but
this my dinner. | pray thee offer it to Him with my loving devotion. ™ 'Abdul-Baha spread the poor handkerchief before
Him, leaving His own luncheon untasted. He ate of the workman 's dinner, broke pieces off the bread, and handed them
to the assembled guests, saying: "Eat with me of this gift of humble love.

Hospitality of Hakim Bashi

Haji Ameen spoke about a wonderful Bahai we have in Qazwin®?’ Hakim Bashi who is the
embodiment of hospitality, whose love is limitless and who is the "New Creation of this new
dispensation”.

Unity and Joy in Persia

Then he told Our Beloved, the general news of Persia, how the friends are united and happy,
serving the Cause most faithfully, receiving the news most joyously of the Master's trip in America
and holding divine Feasts of Peace and good fellowship.

Telegrams to America

Then the Master sent several telegrams to America, one of them to Mrs Kruggiving the news of His
safe arrival.

Interview with Suffragist

Then the long line of interviews commenced. One**® was a strong suffragist *°°, a militant one. The

Master advised her that the women who are working for the interest of the woman

enfranshisement should not commit such unseemly acts and should not resort to such violent
measures, such as window smashing, police-beating, train -wrecking, letter -box - destroying,
poisoning, etc, nay rather they should demand their rights with the power of intelligence, with
scientific accomplishments, with artistic attainments. Such  destructive deeds would rather retard

S

226 From the #Chosen Highway ch 2 p161. Also: "the touching scene when Abdu'l-Baha, receiving from the hands of a Persian friend, recently a rrived
in London from Ishgabad, a cotton handkerchief containing a piece of dry black bread and a shrivelled apple - the offering of a poor Baha 'i workman
in that city - opened it before His assembled guests, and, leaving His luncheon untouched, broke piec es off that bread, and partaking Himself of it
shared it with those who were present " [#God Passes Bych XIX, p291].

27 Qazvin® Vis a large city in North -West Iran, former capital of the Persian Empire. T § h i wad bbrn here.

228 Described further on in this letter as "a leader".


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qazvin

the realization of their cherished hope. In this age a weak person resorts to frightful measures but
an intelligent person uses the super ior power of intelligence and wisdom.

Cosmos Society Invite

Then a prominent woman came and invited the Master to speak at the Cosmos Societythe latter
part of this month %°.

Telegraphic Communication with Edinburgh

Later on telegraphic communication with Edinburgh, Scotland established®® the fact that the
Master is going to visit that country the second week of January **. Is not this very wonderful?

Miss Rosenberg Interview and Praised

Miss Rosenbergwas with the Master®? He answered her many questions and gave a beautiful
testimony of her services; how her whole aim is to spread the truth, her wish is to serve the world
of humanity, her longing is to hold aloft the Banner of Baha -ollah.

Lady Blomfield; Her Qualities; She to Communicate with America

Then Lady Blomfield came to see the Master. She is a splendid, most wonderful Bahai. She is
enthusiasm embodied, gentleness, kindliness and dignity personified. She has an impressive
personality, an effective power of delivery, cultured, and r  efined #*3. The Master showers upon her
love divine and she is happy. He told her to communicate with five women of America,  Mrs Krugof
N.Y., Mrs Agnes Parsonsof Washington, Mrs May Maxwell*?** of Canada Mrs Corinne True*?* of
Chicagoand MrsElla Goodall of California®®. "I want you to know these people, to correspond with
them and to write to them " He directed me to give her the addresses of these ladies and | have
already supplied her.

Persian Studying Agriculture

Then a young Persianwho is studying agriculture in one of the schools of London came to see the
Master. He is a Bahai from Acca. The Master is very pleased with him because he has passed
through his examination with flying colors.

Large Meeting Tomorrow; Sir Thomas Barclay and an MP Present

Tomorrow night there will be a meeting in which probably there will be present  several hundred
people. Sir Barclay'®, the President of Persia's Society, and if | understand correctly a Member of
the House of Commors®™’ will introduce the Master and preside at the meeting. Before the
meeting, however, Lord Weardale *?*® who was the President of the Universal Races Congress®*
will call on the Master 2.

29 gee @5, 1 Jan 1913.

230 AT: "decided".

#16.10 Jan 1913.

232 AT: "obtained an interview " with.
3 AT: "eloquent”.

ZiMary "May"E1 | i s Ma x we P (18R0@lew JBreely-11846 Buenos Aires m.1902), was an early Canadian Baha'i, who at 14 lived for a period
in Kensington (London), was instrumental in Paris in bringing people to the Faith, including Thomas Breakwell and Juliet Thompson, though she
suffered from poor health. She m arried (1902) William Sutherland Maxwell , and t heir daughter Mary became the wife of the Guardian, Ruhiyyih
Khanun? Y. She was a member of many Baha'i institutions including the National Assemblies of US and Canada [#Wik; #Abdul-Baha in the West].

25 Mrs Corinne Knight True °B(US: 18611961) wasa very promi ne nt A me r2iSheaendurBdaaHofg sequence of bereavements for which her
energy for the Faith was her solace, becoming with single -minded devotion a leading figurein t he construct®PomMoofket h&BheB/ah
was made a Hand of the Cause [ #Bahdi World, vol 13, p 846-849].

3% california ® " on the West Coast of the USA.
%7 House of Commons® Vis the elected house of the British Parliament, counterpart to the appointed House of Lords. Sir Barclay had been a Member
of Parliament in the prior election during 1910.

238 | ord Weardale °*, Philip James Stanhope, 1st Baron Weardale (England: 1847 London- 1923 Sevenoaks, m.1877) worked his way up within the
navy, but resigned and established himself in civil engineering, engaging amongst other works in constructing the London Metropolitan R  ailway. He
married Count ess Al exandr a T(&856193)yand aft®wardCas a tilveialnV# )held office on various occasions, during which he
was popular with all parties, and consistently proved himself a general friend of the ordinary people, though he stood agains t the suffrage
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Lord Lamington

356 d 241

Lord Lamington™” also has expresseddesire to meet the Master and the date is fixe

Miss Natalie Barney from Paris with White Lilies

Miss Natalie Barney %** has come from Paris to meet the Master. She brought a large bouquet of
white lily for the Master and had a pleasant interview.

Walk with Ahmad Yazdi; Lady Blo mfield Recites Poetry

Our Beloved with Ahmad Yazdi went out to take a walk and | spent a most delightful  hours with
Lady Blomfield , who recited for me some of the beautiful poetry of ~ Tennysori***®* and other poets. |
enjoyed it very much and will ever remember it.

Return, Lunch

When the Master returned we had lunch. There were ten Persians at the table. Lady Blomfield's

daughters serving, although she has four servants**,

Noon Address on Women's Vote

The Masters talk before noon?** was on the Suffragette question, an elaboration of His morning
private talk with the woman who is a leader in that cause. She was present. It was translated by
Madame Dreyfus Barney

Prof E G Browne

In the afternoon Prof. Browne with his wife called again and had a two hours talk with our Beloved.
It was most interesting (and on leaving he kissed the Master's hands) (Dorit read the last sentence
aloud)* 2.

Economics and Social Reform for Newspapers

Then a newspaper reporter called on the Master. He spoke to him in detail about Baha -ollah's plan
on economics and socialdon?*® and other teachings and a message to the readers of the paper.

movement; eventually, he left parliament to become a peer (1906). He travelled widely at times, which acquainted him with the lands and leading
statesmen of the globe, and he took a staunch interest in promoting all matters of peace and international arbitration. He pr esided at the
Interparliamentary Union conference °“ of 1890 attended by 200 members of different parliaments, was its president 1912 -1922, and he drafted the
report in favour of an international tribunal which was presented to and accepted by the conference at Budapesht, leading to the first Hague
Conference, and presided over the First Universal Races Congress of 1911. His outstanding feature was his world -wide humanity and compassion for
the multitude, which he expressed on the platform, in the press, in parliament, in his significant roles, in the bri nging about of many large public
works, and in his organising philanthropy at which he excelled. As president of the Save the Children Fund (his wife was Vice -President) which Lady
Blomfield had helped the founding of, he worked exceptionally hard for the  children of all races, and was especially remembered for his work in
Russian famine relief and other after -war relief work. He among all this a recognised authority on art matters, and trustee of the National Portrait
Gallery. [ #Kent & Sussex Courier, 1923-03-02, pl11; #Times, 1923-03-02, p13; #Nottingham Evening Post, 1923-03-01, p4; #Burnley News, 1923-03-
03, p16, #Wik.].

239 Universal Races Congress® " had its first meeting in London in 1911 toward a nti-racism, with distinguished speakers from many countries for four
days discussingrace problems and means of improvement [#Wik].

240 AT: instead has "will speak about Abdul Baha".

241 see B9, 25 Dec 1912.

242 Natalie Clifford Barney °%?°' M{1876 Ohio-1972 Paris)was an American who lived in Paris, writing in French plays, poetry and novels. She was a
feminist and pacifist who hosted a weekly art salon to which the famous literati and artists came from near and far, and whic h during WWI became a
haven for those opposed to war. She was rebellious and unconventional in her lifestyle, devoted to women and disdaining monoga my. [#Wik].

243 Alfred Lord Tennyson W (1809-1892) was a close friend of Alice Buckton, who even as a child would sit upon his knee; he was Poet Laureate of
the United Kingdom during much of Queen Victoria 's reign and remains one of the most popular poets in the English language [#Wik].

2% This seems to occur before the walk above.

2% This an interesting request. On quite a number of occasions in the diary Sohrab mentions people kissing Abdu'l -Baha's hands, but this is the only
occasion where he instructs not to read the matter aloud. Kissing of hands is directed against in the Aqdas certainly among Baha'is, ei  ther doing so or
expecting it of others, however it may be a matter of discretion when those who are not Baha'is spontaneously offe  r it to avoid their rejection. It is
perhaps to avoid awkwardness to Browne, whose writings had not been entirely favourable, that Sohrab says not to mention it,  although presumably
for the same reason he clearly feels it important to mention it. For an in  stance of Abdu'l-Baha preventing kissing his hand, see at fn 1010.

246 AT: "social reforms".
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Mr Sidley; Joking; Miss Rosenberg

Then a Mr Sidley*?*’, who | suppose is a Bahai was admitted to the Presence of our Beloved. Our
Beloved spoke upon the unity of re ligion, the requirements of this illumined century etc. At table

He joked with Lady Blomfield . Miss Rosenbergs the favored one in London with whom the Master
jokes and laughs and causes others to laugh. If | want to write about these matters, then | must
write a book. You know well. You have seen our Beloved! You have been with Him as well as all the
friends.

Suffragette Societies Plans for Abdu 'l-Baha; Theosophists

There are some plans afoot about a meeting of all the Suffragette Societies in London for the
Master to speak to which | hope will be brought about. Probably there will be some meetings of
Theosophists

Stuttgart Excited Master Will Visit

The Stuttgart believers are all aflame with joy ousness realizing that the Master is going to bless
that land and they write glowing letters of happiness.

Morning Meetings Getting Large; Adding Evening Meetings

Today the Master received many believers. The Morning meetings are getting larger and larger and
as there are many people who c annot attend morning meetings we are going to have a few evening
meetings in the evenings.

Please remember me to all the dear believers
Ahmad

20 Dec - Westminster Palace Hotel Address

Friday

Weather : H fine day; light wind; Omm rain; 1.3 hrs bright sunshine.
December 20th. 1912

Dear Harriet!

Weather Pleasant

We are by this time getting acclimated to London weather. It has been very nice so far and often
the sun is shining and the moon and the stars combine their forces together to make the weather
very pleasant.

Morning Tea,; Persians Arrive; Woman Uplifting Egyptian Women

About 8.30 the Master came in the reception room . He had His tea and later on **® Haji Ameen and
the other Persians arrived. By and by a few people gathered in the room. There was a lady who
said she is a friend of Mrs J Stannard*?*° of Cairo. | think Mrs Stannardis an English woman and
devotes her time to the education and the uplift of the Egyptian women and girls. She is doing a

2473 W Sidley, of 115 Fore Street, was a staunch vegetarian as was his wife, and he was Secretary to the Nor thern Heights Vegetarian Society; a
third Miss Sidley is later on met. " Mr. J. W. Sidley became associated with the Northern Heights Vegetarian Society in the latter part of 1890, and
after Mrs. Boult 's retirement from the post of Secretary early in the fo llowing year, he was elected in conjunction with Mr. H. Light to carry on the
work which Mrs. Boult had so ably initiated. Mr. Sidley and his wife are both earnest Vegetarians, and have done much to prom ote the advancement
of the cause... The Northern Heig hts Vegetarian Society has been a remarkable instance of what individual capacity and energy can accomplish.
Founded at a drawingroom meeting early in the year 1889, this society had the advantage from the first of the unstinted and i nvaluable assistance of
Mrs. Frances L. Boult, whose ability as an organizer, and persuasiveness as a speaker, enabled her to give the movement the f ullest advantage of her
adhesion as awoman of education and culture.. . The vigour, the judgment, and the sterling ability which  have always been shown in connection
with the work of the Northern Heights Society have been the admiration and delight amongst English Vegetarians, and the movem ent would go
forward by leaps and bounds if similarly managed organizations could be started i n every town in England. " [#50 Years of Food Reform.

248 AT: "while drinking his tea ".

249 Mrs Jean E Stannard (1865 & 1944 Paris); lived in England before moving (1908) to Egypt and India; she translated the Hidden Words and finds
numerous mentions in Star of the West [ #Abdul-Baha in the West, #Star of the West].



most worthy work in that country and Our Beloved uttered most wonderfu | praises and
commendations in regard t o her devotion, faith, and steadfastness.

Very Strict Conditions for Divorce

Then someone spoke about divorce whether it is permissible in the Bahai movement. The Master
said yes, but under certain restrictions. All means of reconciliation must be tried and if there is
absolute incompatibility of temper then one year separation is advised perchance the old union
might be established. However if in the mean time they meet each other ?*° and no reconciliation is
realized, then, they start th e year again. Then He told us a story of the Italian consul in Acca
whose wife turned out to be immoral %%, After many intervening events he wrote to the Pope®?to
issue a decree of divorce. The pope said it is impossible. Finally the man was so ashamed in the
community that he sent a man to Smyrn&>*, where his wife was living at the time to do away 2**
with her, #° 2%

Greek Couple Dressed in Ancient Tunics

Then a Greek with his wife and child came to see our Beloved. They were all dressed in the old
Greek tunic fashion, with sandals on the feet. The hands and arms were visible, very strange
personalities in this modern civilization. They said the rough yellow clothes they were wearing was
woven by themselves, even the child of 6 or 7 y ears had woven the scanty dress he wore. Their
ideas were very radical in character. We were told they have rediscovered the lost art of
Hellenic®®’ music and athletics and they are trying to revive the same in the West. They did not
believe in wearing much clothes and they said near Vienna®® there is actually a community of
these people whose dictum is back to nature **° and often they walk around naked .

Consoling Visitors Mourning for Departed

Many people called on the Master and each one naturally received the inspiration of His words and
presence. However it happened that many o f these men and women callers were mourning for the
deaths of their husbands or daughters or their mothers and the Master consoled them very much
encouraging them to be happy, to forget th eir sorrows to pray for the departed so that God may
surround them in His Divine Sea of Mercy. He talked to each a great deal and all were greatly
comforted and received the blessings of happiness.

Noon Address on Trials of Material World and Freedom at Death

Therefore when at eleven o'clock the Master entered in the crowded drawing room He spoke on the
narrowness of this world , its trials, its vicissitudes, its ordeals and how a soul is really freed when
he breaks this physical cage and ascends to the world of the Kingdom; when he wings his way from
this dark world into the realm of radiance. Therefore we must not feel unhappy over the fate of
those who have departed from this life but think of those who are living.

%0 meet each other - i.e. resume marital relations.

%1 AT: "who thought his wife was not faithful to him".

%2 The Pope® Vis the head of the Catholic Church throughout the world.

23 smyrna® Wis a city in the middle of the west coast of Turkey.

#4.e. presumably kill her, since being unable to divorce, only her death  could release him from her faithlessness.
25 AT: "That was a most tragic ending."

26 The point this story conveys is that although divorce is absolutely abhorrent and to be avoided at all costs, under extreme ¢ ircumstances such as
faithlessne ss, dogmatically preventing divorce is even worse.

%7 Hellenic = Ancient Greek, pre Roman, typically before 300 BC.
28 vienna® W is the capital and a state in the north east of Austria.
29 See under such topics as 'Life Reform movement' or 'Lebensreform® .
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Miss Stevens (Drower) ; Promised One; Acca

While | was translating there was a face in the audience who was smiling all the time. When the
Master finished speaking | found out the smiling face was Mrs Drower, the former Miss Stevens* %,
authoress of the "Mountain of God"*®*. She has come from Southampton?®? to meet the Beloved.
Three years ago she stayed three or four months in Acca and Haifa and gathered the materials for
her book. The Master called her in and talked wi th her a great deal; one by one the private room
of the Master was again crowded by eager listeners. He was speaking about the Promised One and
how all the nations and religions have circumscribed limits  for His coming. However when He came
they rejected Him. The Master spoke with Mrs Drower a great deal about the time she was in  Acca
She is now going back to Jerusalem for a trip of a few months. She is writing a book or novel about
the second coming of Christ, a number of Christians going to Mount Olivet?®® expecting the descent
of the Messah from heaven and then quarrel ling breaks out amongst themselves and they forget
their object . | think it will be a very interesting book. She is a very intelligent woman. She has a
well develo ped power of imagination. She can describe events and objects very minutely. The
Master invited her to dinner and gladly she accepted.

Walk in Hyde Park

Then He went out with  Ahmad Yazdiand Mirza Lotfollah for a walk in Hyde Park | was left home
with other Persians and had a very interesting talk with Mrs Drower about her work, America and
all other kindred subjects.

Lunch; Elev en Persians

As soon as the Master returned we had our luncheon. There are now about eleven Persian Bahais
who sit at the Master 's table in Lady Blomfield 's home and | will not be astonished if the number
goes on increasing.

Rest; Prominent English educat or; Enthusiasm for America

When the Master arose from His nap Mr Lorge, a very prominent English educator came to see the
Master. Miss Stevenwas also present. The discussion was first turned upon America and Our
Beloved gave the utmost praise to that country for her freedom, her civilization, her spiritual
susceptibilities, her readiness of advancing toward the Kingdom of G od, her quenchless thirst for
knowledge, her progressive ideals, and her future extraordinary illumination. In fact | had never
seen Our Beloved so filled and enthusiastic about the wonderful possibilities of America. Europe is
steeped in a sea of materialism. People are either agnostics or full of religious superstitions. In
America it is different, people are more spiritual, they seek the knowledge of God, they ha il the
truth no matter from what quart er it comes. If they hear that there is a house in  China whose
architecture is novel they like to know all about it. They analyze everything, they dissect
everything. In brief they are a natio n of independent investigators .

Spiritual Communion
Then the question of spiritual communion was asked.

®Mrs Et hel May Dr owétW(LomideUKSI8781982nms.0911), was the eldest of a clergyman. She attended a boarding -school, and
became a freelance journalist, travel companion, and novelist. Her journeys took her to different countries in the Near East, in which she m et
Abdul-Baha and spent a period of time with the Baha 'is there, from which she wrote the romantic novel Mountain of God (1911). She married (1911)
Edwin Mortimer Drower and in her study of the religions, languages and folklore of the Middle East she became the foremost authority on the
Mandaeans (baptisers) in Irag. She later brings her young child to Abdu'l-Baha. She writes: "Any day in Haifa you may meet an old man whose flowing
white hair, gathered up beneath his snowy turban, proclaims his aristocratic birth, accompanied at the slight distance prescr ibed by respect by
Persian followers with fo Ided hands. His white beard, his blue eyes slightly flecked with brown, his commanding bearing, his dignified walk, his keen
kindly face, all proclaim him to be someone of importance and distinction. He wears the simple robe of white linen and grey | insey customary in
Persia. This man is Abbas Effendi, or Abdul Baha, the recognized head of the Bahai movement throughout the world. " [#Oxford DNB, #Web at
bahaitributes.wordpress.com ; #Abdul-Baha in the West].

61 Mountain of God (1911) is a romantic novel with the settingoft he BZahdgommunity in the Holy Land, publish

%2 gouthampton ® W is a city in the middl e of the south coast of England, 110 km®” south west of Lady Blomfield's. The OT reads Southsampton /
Southsaunpton.

263 Mount Olivet ® Vis better known as the Mount of Olives, where Jesus frequented and taught.
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"Yes, it is possible. Often people speak together without the means of tongue. There are two
means of intercourse. One the outward tongue, the other the ideal tongue. When  the spirit is
in an abstract mood, when the heart is in a subjective state, then the ideal tongue can speak,
but as long as the spirit is preoccupied and the heart is objective i n its activity it is impossible
to attain to that station. Is there not a wonderful ideal union between the loved one and the
beloved? Often with a glance of an eye, with a handshake a whole world of thought is conveyed
to other side without uttering a wor d. It is possible to attain to such a state of absolute,
concentration if we are set aglow with the Fire of the Love of God, if we are attracted, if we
are as a burning torch, if we overlook material phenomena and objects. "

In brief the Master spoke a great deal along these lines, He uttered many significant statements.
The man®** was very happy and hoped that the interpretation of this spiritual interview will
become unfolded to him later on.

Persian Ambassador; Praises America, Speaks of Persia and Turkey

At first t ime®®® the Persian Ambassadot?®® came. The Master received him very graciously and

kindly. He praised the Republican form of government in America, its federal system, its
independent and sovereign states, its liberal institutions, its educational system, its parliament,
and its vast resources. He gave a great tribute to Washington D. C?®": all the houses are built
amidst lovely surroundings, there are many Parks, the avenues are shaded with trees. In  Chicagd™®®
and New York there are many large Parks. He spoke about the political situation in Persia and
Turkey, about the moral conditions of Persian students in Europe etc. He was here for nearly one
hour and discussionswere changed from time to time.

Westminister Palace Hotel Address; Thinkers; Lord Weardale

At seven and 10 minutes, Our Beloved, Lady Blomfield, Haji Ameen and myself in an automobile
drove to Westminister Palace Hotel ?°° where the meeting was going to be. The r est of the Persians
coming by the omnibus'>®. On our arrival | withessed the very large Hall holdi ng more than 600
people was nearly filled. Lord Weardale was introduced to the Master and in a private room he had
an interview with Our Beloved for quite a long time . He is an old man but clean shaven. He is going
to Paris for two weeks and return again hoping to see Our Beloved and have a long talk about
Peace.

At eight the Hall was full and many people were standing around. This meeting was arranged b y
Mrs Thornburgh Cropper who is one of the finest and loveliest Bah ais we have in London. Many
writers, thinkers, literary men and distinguished personages were in the audience. At  eight Sir
Thomas Barclay opened the meeting by delivering a very appreciative introduction ref  erring to Our
Beloved as the "Master'. Then the Master spoke’ ™°* very wonderfully about the law of love and
hate and then went into the explanation of the principles. The audience was set aglow. All the
faces were shining, all the 700 or 800 people were responsive enthusiastically . Indeed to have such
a warm and well attended gathering in London at this time of year is nothing short  of a miracle.
The Master finished His address abou 9 o'clock. There was great applause! Every one was delighted
and happy. All inquired when they should come to see Him, to hear Him, to touch  His hand. Really
from many standpoints it was a most representative London gathering. After the Master Miss

24 AT: "=inquirers...them".
265 presumably meaning "For the first time". Perhaps Sohrab was originally going to use the opening words ‘at first' in a different way.

266 Mehdi Khan Mushir-ul-Mu | k  Mi rza ( Mér z 0 -alMelk)d 4 | Aglksal ana N) avgsoschooled in London and succeeded his father as
Minister to Britain, initially as deputy, when his father was promoted to Fo  reign Minister (1907) (his father (®fn 1024) was a tribal leader from
Azerbaijan and had princely status as an award). He encouraged setting up the Persia Society (fn 196) as a non-political body designed "to promote
the sympathy existing between the British and Persian nations " and was its honourary president. For the Persian Legation (diplomatic mission and
staff) he headed, see fn 876. [#Web at iranicaonline.org ; #New York Magazine 18 Nov 1991]

%7 Washington DC® Vis the capital of the US on its east coast.

28 Chicago® VY where the Baha'i Temple stands, is in the north east of the USA.

269 \Westminster Palace Hotel °' ™#MaRyas at 2-8 Victoria Street, Westminster .
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Casper?’° (?) a leader in the suffragette Movement spoke, stating that just at this time it is the

greatest honor to have "the Master" in the British Isles, then Miss Bu&ton spoke, then Mon.
Dreyfus, each only a few minutes. The meeting was closed by a very heartfelt prayer uttered by
the Master in regard to the Balkans

A [Isabel Fraser:] A Remarkable cosmopolitan gathering filled the large hall at the =~ Westminster Palace Hotel, Friday
evening, December 20th, to listen to an address by Abdul -Baha. His topic was one that is agitating many of the thinking
minds of today - the vast subject of Peace. Sir Thomas Barclay was in the chair, and among the audience were
scientists, diplomats, leaders of the great movements of the day, including a number of Orientals. So great was the
overflow that many were compelled to sit on the floor and a fringe standing at the o uter edge extended out into the
hall [...Introductory Address...] Abdul-Baha commenced speaking at once, Mirza Ahmad Sohrabtranslating. Abdul -Baha
remained seated. He spoke earnestly, gesticulating freely and one could almost follow his thoughts as the li  ght and fire
played over his countenance. .. [...Abdu I-Bahas Address...]" "°* Miss Bucktonread the Hidden Words... She spoke of
the significance of the Peace Conference being held in England and recalled Queen Victoria's answer to Bahao'llah's
message proclaiming that war should cease and that the day of peace was at hand. Queen Victoria 's reply was that if
this proclamation was of God, it would stand *™.

Miss Bucktonemphasised the fact that this was no new religion, it sought the Unity of all Religions, shutting out none
of them, but finding a common meeting place for all. She likened it to a garden of flowers where vast variety did away
with monotony and made an interesting Unity.

The chairman then introduced Mrs. Despard ?’*, president of the Womens Freedom League who spoke as follows:...
[Mrs Despards Address].. Closing remarks by M. Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, of Paris... [Hippolytes Address] Again a
deep and reverent hush fell on the people as A bdul-Baha gave the blessingin Oriental fashion with hands outstretched
and palms upturned... >3

After the meeting everybody wanted to shake hand with Him but realizing that He was very tired
He returned in an automobile with Ahmad Yazdi Haji Ameen and Sayad Assadollahto the house
and all the Persians including myself returned by the Omnibus . This was the first time that | had a
chance to see the streets of London.

Evening Dinner; The Deaf and Stories of the Deaf

After the return we had dinner. Because there were some in the audience with deaf ears and
hearing-instruments in their hands the Master spoke to us at the table about two incidents in
Constantinople’’*. One about the Minister of Post and cables being deaf and another about a
hungry Persian who makes himself appear deaf and dumb, enters a restaur ant, eats a square meal
and finally the manager is forced to eject him, because he looks around in a blank manner as
though he does not understand anything.

Epilogue; Poetry; Eager Heart

Altogether this was a very busy day. It is nearly one o'clock after midnight and I am writing this
letter. Everybody is asleep and London is quiet.

Mrsthar |l otte Des p dfm 272 folleveng for details),ha leader of non -militant suffrage - the writing is difficult and it may be " Caspat-.
However, Isabel Fraser's account following has Mrs Despard, and it's easy to see the similarity of the names. Certainly an un usual mistake to make for
the diarist, but presumably the name came to him through spoken means and he clearly recognised the uncertainty of this with his '(?)".

271 "f this is of God, it will endure; if not, it can do no harm. " [#The Promised Day Is Comep65° !

Charl otte Despaf (1844 Kebte Endlance-n838 Belfast, m.1870) Charlotte was educated in manners and arts, which she ever
deplored as insufficient, and by ten her naval father was dead and her mother sent to an asylum. Early on, she became shocked by the poverty and
terrible working conditions she fou nd around. She married Maximillian Despard a rich businessman who encouraged her personal interests, at which
time she wrote novels, and when he died early he left her quite wealthy. However, she abandoned her ri  ch living to live among the poor in austerity
and dedicate herself to their needs, funding and staffing various means with great efficiency. In due course she joined the W  SPU movement for
women's vote, during which time she was jailed four times, but when that turned dictatorial and militant with its destruction of property and focus

on individuals, she broke away to form the democratic Women 's Freedom League, which operated by non-militant means of passive resistance: she
had met Gandhi in London and was greatly inspired by his approach. Her spiritual interests were in Theosophy (executive member) and Buddhism,
and then also Catholicism. Instead of the usual hat and tight boots expected, her signature was to wear a black lace mantilla and open sandals. This
is the time we find her meeting with Abdu 'l-Baha. After this meeting, the war broke out, during which she championed pacifism in contrast to the
militant suffragists, at a time pacificism was very unpopular, and went on to support communism and the Irish self-determination movement, moving
to Ireland. At all times she put immense efforts in for alleviation and betterment of the poor, the destitute and the oppress ed, and promotion of
equality, involving herself in the Save the Children, and this sense exten ded to a vegetarian lifestyle. "No woman is altogether free so long as anyone
is oppressed' was her motto, and her complete and absolute fearlessness was what most impressed all who knew her. She remained actively pol itical
well into her 90s, and in London , there are two streets named after her. [#Oxford DNB #Various].

273 |sabel Fraser writing in #Star of the West, 1913-01-19, p5 / PDF 3 p339 °. To read the addresses skipped with ..., see " 20 Dec - Westminster
Palace Hotel", p195.

% Constantinople ° = Istanbul (European Turkey), Constantinople being the older western name.


http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/se/PDC/pdc-18.html.iso8859-1
http://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/despard-charlotte-1844-1939
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_3/Issue_17/Text
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople

| am getting interested in poetry. Lady Blomfield has given me a book of poetry called the Epic of
Hades’® by Lewis Morris*’® who died a few years ago. This book that | read was offered by the
author to the Lady.

Today Lady went to see the performance of the "Eager Heart', because her daughter is playing that
part and tom orrow the Master and all the Persians are going.

All love to all
Ahmad

21 Dec - Eager Heart
Saturday

December 21. 1912
Dear Harriet!

Harriet 's Letter Received; Abdu 'l-Baha in America

Just an hour ago (1 pm) | received your welcome letter of December 10 th and it made me very glad
to know that all the friends feel the Presence of the Beloved. It is indeed a great joy to realize
that He has walked upon the soil of America, that He has blessed that land beyond any measure,
that He has poured His divine Teachings upon that wonderful nation, that they listened to His
heavenly music with rapt attention, their hearts attracted to the Love of God, their souls inspired

by the knowledge of God, their beings exhilarated by the Fragrances of the Rose -Garden of Abha,
their lives transformed through the Breaths of the Holy Spirit. His Presence in that free land was a
great benediction and future generations will record it.  Last night as He was in the private room of
this home He remarked that many people may thin k that a Persian has come, giving a lecture and
that is the end of it. No! in the future every word uttered in the far cities of America will be
collected and preserved. This is through the Bounty and Favors of the B lessed Perfection.

Morning Visitors fro m Last Night

In these days the Sun of Reality is shining upon all these regions, many souls are being quickened
and are alive to the importance of the Cause. As the result of the meeting last night many people
came this morning to see Our Beloved.

Woman Comes 60 Km; Invalid Dumb Man

There was a woman who had come forty miles last night to hear the Mast er and this morning she
brought her book for the Master to sign. She told the story of a young man who is invalid and dumb
but he is so eager about the Cause that he likes to have the photo of the Master with His
autograph. Although he is dumb and his hands are completely paralyzed owing to an automobile
accident?®’’ yet he holds the pen in his mouth and writes very well. She showed us some of his
writing and it was really wonderful. He reads all kinds of books and writes interesting articles for
the magazines and papers. The Master sent to him a beautiful message that although he is
speechless yet he has the language of the heart and speaks with the tongue of the intellect. He
hopes that he will acquire the language of the Kingdom which is not in need of any outward means
to convey the thought.

Syria and the Spirit

Another inquirer was presented to the Master and he spoke to her about the climate of Acca and
Syria and Egypt saying that Syria is the abode of the prophets , Jerusalem is located there, the
tombs of all the prophets are there, the traces of David and Solomon can be witnessed there; the

25 Epic of Hades® " * by Lewis Mortis, a 230-page non-rhyming poem in a mythical style.

278 Sir Lewis Morris ° W (1833 Wales- 1907) was a popular poet of the Anglo -Welsh school, knighted by Queen Victoria in 1895, narrowly missing being
Poet Laureate [#Wik].

277 Although early days for cars, the Ford Model T began in 1908 and could reach speeds of 64-72 km/h (40-45 mph) [#Wik °].


http://www.gutenberg.org/files/38011/38011-h/38011-h.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Morris_(poet)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Model_T#Engine_and_means_of_starting

birth place of Christ is there. In Palestine the spirit of man is dilated, because all the prophets
have come from that | and, the divine call has been raised in that country, the Holy books have
been revealed there.

America and England

Then He spoke about America. American people have great capabilities. In England also one
witnesses the signs of awakening. In reality the American and the English people are of the same
race, have the same language. The governments and the nations of both countries are noble and
democratic .

Auras

Someone asked about the colors which according to the Theosophists each person is surrounded
with a certain hue . The Master gave an answer which was very wonderful and too long to quot e it
here. The Secretary of the Theosophical Society*?’® came to see the Master and after the interview
asked Him to write a messagefor the Theosophists to be printe d in their weekly organ which is
published in London. Then a Minister was taken in. He has brought a cross to be blessed by Him. He
said whenever he looks at the Cross he feels sad. The Minister is almost a Bahai and before leaving
he kissed His Blessed Hands.

Many People; Jokes Alleviate Sorrows

Many, many other men and women had interviews, each one of them with his or her peculiar
problems. They all came before the universal physician and He knowing so well the ailments of
each prescribed medicine. This morning He told many jokes which made the listeners forget their
SOrrows.

Noon Address on Types of Love

At about a quarter to®’® twelve He came in the crowded Reception room and spoke about the

various kinds of love; family love, racial love, patriotic love and human love , showing that each of
these loves are not sufficient except the love which is spiritual and is born of the Breath of the
Holy Spirit.

Walk in Kensington Gardens and Lake

After that with  Ahmad Yazdiand Ahmad SohrabHe left the house for a walk. At the door we met
Miss Alice Buckton. The Master invited her to be with us. Calling a taxi we drove to Kensington
Gardens®. There we walked behind the Beloved for nearly one hour. There is a large, beautiful
lake?®* there.

Lunch; Two More Persians; House Like Mrs Kinney 's; Lady Blomfield "Mother of Believers

Two more Persians have come from the school?®? so our family is increasing. There were more

than 12 Persians all sitting at the table. How similar to ~ Mrs Kinrey's house. Instead of Harriet and
Louise serving at the table the two daughters of Lady Blomfield are doing that. Lady Blomfield
mothers all of us. The Master has given her the title of the Mothe r of believers. She is graceful,

28 Rt. Rev. John Ingall Wedgwood °% ® (1883 London 8 1951 Farnham, England) originally studied to be a chemist, only to interest himself in
Anglican worship, taking musical and theological studies and becoming a choirmaster. Joining Theosophy in 1904 he was forbidd en to return to the
church and turned out of his lodgings, and so dedicated himself to Theosophy, becoming General Secretary 19111913 of England and Wales. This is
where he meets Abdu'l-Baha, as also in 1911 when Abdu'{Baha visited their London headquarters. From this time after, he was involved in pursuing
himself in various small organi sations and mystical ideas. [ #Web, cwleadbeater.wordpress.com ; #Wik.]

279 OT "Of".
280 Kensington Gardens °W?®' m8Mags 1 5 km north west of Lady Blomfield's, and adjoins Hyde Park
%1 The Round Pond ®' ™ér the neighbouring and larger Serpentine/Longwater

22 Green Acre® ®Win Eliot, Maine, N.E. US, which Abdu'l-Baha had recently visited, became a major Baha'i education centre. It might be eas y to
think the Tarbiyat School (fn 340) is referred to here, however he is writing to the US without qualifying which school, and later (text for fn 339 &
334) we see it is distinguished from the Tarbiyat.

81 mg


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._I._Wedgwood
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http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.506552,-0.180602,14&ttl=Kensington%20Gardens,%20London%20(21%20Dec%201912)
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http://www.urban75.org/london/images/hyde-park-09.jpg
http://bahai-library.com/atkinson_history_green_acre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Acre_Bah%25C3%25A1'%25C3%25AD_School

dignified and most cultured. | told her it will be a fine thing if she could travel through America for
a few months.

Rest; Eager Heart Performance ; Meeting A ctors

After lunch the Master took His nap. Mrs Thornburgh Cropper was present. At 3.30 pm, Our Beloved
with Mrs Cropper, Sayad Assadollahand myself left home in her automobile for the church*?®
where Eager Heart*%** is being represented.

There were more than 1200 people present. The Master sat in the fir st row of seats. Mrs Cropper
on His left and Ahmad on His right side to translate.

The play on the whole was very effective. Miss Mary Blomfield who took the part of the Eager
Heart interpreted the character with a del icacy and artistic appreciation that was very wonderful.
There were such longings, such unutterable desire in her every movement and word for the
appearance of the King, when Mary and Joseph came in with the child in her arms the Master was
so deeply touched that He wept. | could not help myself but to weep. The story is so direct, so
touching, so sincere, so holy and so above the sordid elements of life. The Master sat through the
whole performance and was keenly interested in every act and move. When the play was finished
He was invited behind the stage and congratulated the players and musicians for their de lightful
work. He gave them a long address about the prophecies of the old testament in regard to the
Second Comingof Christ and how the Jews took those prophecies literally and what were their real
significances. Toward the last the actors were introduced to Him and when He reached the angels
He recommended them all to remain as angels as long as they live.

A [Lady Blomfield:] Miss Alice Buckton was an earnest visitor. She had written Eager Heart, a very interesting
Christmas mystery play. The performance of this mystery play at the Church House, Westminister, was honoured by
the presence of 'Abdull-Baha. This was a memorable occasion, as it was the first time He had ever witnessed a
dramatic performance. The Master wept during the scene in which the Holy Child and His parents, overcome with
fatigue, and suffering from hunger, were met by the he sitation of Eager Heart to admit them to the haven of rest
which she had prepared, she, of course, failing to recognize the sacred visitors. The Master afterwards joined the
group of players. It was an arresting scen e. In the Eastern setting the Messenger, in His Eastern robes, speaking to
them in the beautiful Eastern words of the Divine significance of the events which had been portrayed. ~ "?%°

A [Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer:] There is abounding suggestion of Oriental mystery and mysticism about th e
performance of the modern mystery play, "Eager Heart," which was given this evening in the great hall of the Church
House, Westminster. The hall was tilled with audience apparently subdued to silent reverence by the series of
tableaux, and the thriling blank verse of the old Christmas story, as recited by a clever company of ladies and
gentlemen, one of the ladies being Miss Buckton, the author of the sacred drama. The scenes were accompanied by
music, vocal and instrumental, most appropriate to the subj ect, and of great beauty. **

A [Sheffield Daily Telegraph:] It is beautiful, and deserves recording. It is an excellently finished presentation, stirring

in us depth within depth of sacred, of spiritual, association ... in this old hall, with Bach 's music floating in the
background, the exquisite medieval dresses, and the simple curtain, the whole formed, if | may repeat myself, a
perfectly finished presentation of associations long known and treasured. ¥

A [The Suffragette:] The singing of the unseen choir was excellent, and the orchestral accompaniment all that could
be desired.?®®

23 Church House, Great Smith Street °*!' ™We! mé Ma p\wastminster, designed by Lady Blomfield's father, was opened in 1896 and replaced in 1937 -
40, and is the headquarters of the Church of England. The location is given in Lady Blomfield's account ju st after. [#Wik].

24 Eager Heart °T*'was performed. This was Alice's first major stage work. The young maiden Eager Heart, simply dressed, on Christmas Eve
prepares a humble meal in the hopes the talked -about royal guest will stop and refresh himself; a guest who every year tours the land with angelic
guards remembering the night he was a babe he begged a manger from the beasts. She is joined by her material sisters Eager Fa me, strong with
helmet, and Eager Sense, dressed glamorously, hoping to attract the King, and entice Eager Heart to leave her humble home and join them in the
rich settings and the crowds where they felt the King would come, but Eager Heart is unmoved and they hea d out, just after which a travel -worn
couple with babe seek shelter and food because no one would take them. She gives up her hope of having something to offer the King, instead
inviting the traveller's to her simple meal and to sleep whilst she takes a wa Ik outside to look for the expected royalty, encountering shepherd's,
kings and travellers also seeking them, and they reach Eager Heart's home. Eager Sense and Eager Fame are also reformed. It was a worldwide
success and continued to be popular into the 1 950s. In 1919 the Times reported that 50 companies would be performing it that Christmas. [ #Beneath
the Silent Tor , ch. 5, p40]

285 #Chosen Highway ch 2.

286 gy orkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 1912-12-19, p6 - this was the performance of the d ay before.
27 yheffield Daily Telegraph , 1912-12-20, p9.

28 ySuffragette , 1912-12-27, p3.
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https://archive.org/details/eagerheartchrist00buckuoft

Persian Ambassador's House; Oriental Politics and History

From the Church He drove to the house of the Persian Ambassadof°®. For more than two hours
various subjects touching the Balkans the lives of the various Turkish Ministers, the English rule®®
in Cyprus®° and incidents in connection with it etc etc were discussed. At the door the Master put
one English pound®* into the hands of the footman of the Embassy.

Head of the Bahai Publishing Society of London ; Dinner

Having reached home we find Mr<**? and Mrs Jenner'**®* who are at the head of the Bahai
Publishing Society of Londor?®’. They are invited to take dinner with the ~ Master.

Mary Magdalene

After the supper the Master told us the wonderful story of Mary Magadalenewho went to Rome
presented herself in person before the Emperor’® and delivered a message from the part of the
Christians. It was a most dramatic story and it takes me a long time to write it so | just refer to it.

The Master admires somuch the character of Mary Magdalene *°°.

The World a Great Theatre

After this meeting He spoke of the world as a great theatre on the platform of which we see all
kinds of plays from tragedy to comedy are acted.

Dinner; Letter from Harriet; Some  Exemplary American Baha'is

At eleven o'clock He asked for His dinner. | took an occasion to read your letter to Him. He listened
carefully to every sentence. As soon as | told Him that | have a letter from  Miss Magee He said go
and bring it. She tells the truth. When | finished He was silent and after a moment He said there
are several souls in America who have great capabilities, amongst them is Miss Magee Then He
spoke wonderfully about Mrs Krughow enkindled and attracted she is, how firm and steadfast she

289 English Rule in Cyprus ® " - Following the Russo-Turkish War (187731878), the Ottom ans allowed Britain to administ er Cyprus in return for Britain
using the island as a base protecting them against Russia; with the Ottomans joining the side of the Central Powers in World War I, B ritain took over
Cyprus in 1914[#Wik].

290 cyprus® Vis a very large island in the Mediterranean off the coasts of Turkey and Syria.
21A1  w@0sn 2618 currency (RPI). See the text for fn 802 for similar events.

292 John Henry Jenner (1877 Wiltshire, England 89 June 1961, m.1903), a law clerk, who also met Abdu'l -Baha in London in 1913and left the UK in
1913 for Tasmania. [#Abdul-Baha in the West].

23 Helen Barbara Smythe Jenner (1878 Australia 81965, m.1903), a nurse and John's wife. [ #Abdul-Baha in the West].

29 Bahai Publishing Society of London (Baha'i Press), which was at 47 Vicarage Road® “@ PEast Sheen[#Baha'i News v1 num 18 (7 Feb 1911) p6, pdf
322).

2% Emperor Tiberias (42 BC- 37 ADy ™.

2% Mary Magdelene® "V was the disciple who strengthened the other disciples after Jesus' Crucifixion. This story can be found in more detail in the
excellent 1906 notes of Abdu'l-Baha's translator: "When His Holiness the Spirit (Christ) was martyred, the only one who was not disturbed at all was
Mary Magdalene. For the rest of the disciples were confused and discouraged. When Mary became a believer, and fell upon the feet of Christ,
although she was a villager of no good repute, Christ did not withhold His feet from her. This caused many of His followers,  as well as many among
the Jews, to turn away from Him. But Christ heeded them not , and said to Mary: 'Arise, thy sins are forgiven. ' Then Mary arose and repented; and
from that time on devoted herself to the service the Cause. Mary had a friend among the Roman officers (who at that time were Masters of the Holy
Lands). He was the one who protected her from enemies after the death of Christ. When she had brought the disciples together and confirmed them

in the service and inspired them with courage after the Crucifixion, she herself went to Rome into the presence of the Empero  r. How marvellous
indeed were the words she spoke to him! She said to the Emperor: ‘I have come in behalf of the Christians to bring to your notice the fact that Herod
and Pilate martyred the Christ at the instigation of the Jews. But now they have both repented oft  heir deed. For they were Roman Governors and to
them Jews and Christians made no difference. For, indeed it was not the Romans, but the Jews who were the chief antagonists o  f Christ. Now that
they have realized the wrong they have done and have repented, t hey are engaged in punishing and suppressing the Jews for instigating them to
commit this act. But | have come to appeal to the Emperor to prevent Herod and Pilate from punishing the Jews. For neither Ch  rist nor we Christians
are pleased that the Romans punish the Jews because of their condemnation of Christ! ' The Emperor was greatly impressed by these words, and he
praised Mary highly. This was why in those days the Christians did not suffer persecutions in those lands, and engaged in spr eading the Gospel..."
[#Kuli Khan 1906 Pilgrim Notes]; Church Tradition likewise holds similar stories of her presence in Rome and appearance before the Emperor, e.g.
"Tradition relates, that in Italy Mary Magdalene visited the Emperor Tiberias (14 -37 AD) and proclaimed to him about Christ's Resurrection. According
to tradition, she took him an egg as a symbol of the Resurrection, a symbol of new life with the words: "Christ is Risen!" Then she told Tiberias that,
in his Province of Judea, Jesus the Nazarene, a holy man, a maker of miracles, powerful before God and all mankind, was executed on the
instigation of the Jewish High -Priests and the sentence affirmed by the procurator Pontius Pilate. Tiberias responded that no one could rise from the
dead, anymore than the egg she held could turn red. Miraculously, the egg immediately began to turn red as testimony to her words. Then, and by
her urging, Tiberias had Pilate removed from Jerusalem to Gaul, where he later suffered a horrible sickness and an agonizing death." [#Web,
www.thenazareneway.com/mary_magdalene.htm °]. As with all traditions, they may be viewed as having an indistinct memory of something that
happened without relying too much on whether details are  specifically accurate.
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is, how Louise and <Carl>**" love her and how before long she will be assisted to render great
services in the Cause.
Ahmad Yazdi to Paris then Orient; Scotlan d; Mr Campbell; Oxford; Prof Cheney

Ahmad Yazdihas left us tonight for Paris. He will stay one week there to attend to his business and
then returns to the Orient.

The date of Smtland is fixed for Jan. 6th.
On Dec. 30th*®® Mr Campbell®*® who is now sick will call on the Master.

On the 28th?*® we will go to Oxford to call on Prof. Cheyne'® but not to deliver an address * %
because it is now vacation. Love to all Ahmad
22 Dec - Head of Educational Association for Working Men ; Christian

Commonwealth Editor

Sunday

Weather : 3 overcast, fair day; light wind; Omm rain; 0.2 hrs bright sunshine.
December 22d 1912

Dear Harriet!

Days Speed By; View from and Work of the Future

The days come and go like a dream. | am sure that sometimes in the future | may look upon these
divine days with the eyes of envy and longing, yet while constant association with the source of
light and life imbues a person with a feeling of devotion to the Cause, severance from all else save
Him and resignation and submission. | often look upon these divine days, so far as | am concerned,
as a period of preparation for future activities in the Movement. If after all these blessings and
benedictions we remain passive and do not rise to do that which is demanded of us, it is very mean
and ungrateful on our parts.

Translating; Hymn to Peace

This being Sunday most people were up late but I got up very early and was in the Presence of Our
Lord. First He dictated some Tablets to the friends, especially one to an English woman who has
composed a hymn to Peace. He was most pleased with the translation *°* and told me to send the
original to Mrs Krug He also desired it to be translated in Persian and be spread in the Orient.3%

Head of Educational Association for Working Men

Then a Mr Marshalf*® was presented to the Master who is at the head of some Educational
Working Association for working men which strives to diffuse higher sciences and arts amongst the

297 Karl (Carol) Krug (1893 New York- ?), Mrs Krug's son. #Abdul-Baha in the West.]
2% Rev. R Campbellcalled on 2 Jan.

2% This happened on 31 Dec.

300 An address in fact happened!

301 This seems to say Ahmad translated the hymn verbally for Abdu'l -Baha who was pleased; so an English copy was to go to Mrs Krug and a careful
Persian translation to the East .

302 A much-loved hymn of Abdul-Bahais said to have been Nearer my God to Thee by Sarah Fuller Flower Adams® . The piece in question may perhaps
be 'Part in Peace” .

303 John "Johnny" Lud low Marshall (1876-1948) went to work as a tinsmith when eleven, and after marriage settled in Birmingham (c.1900) to
pursue his trade. He possessed an unusually alert mind and was always searching for knowledge and the truth. He met Abdu ‘I-Baha in 1911 ard 1913
and became a Bahdi, and for many years was the only Baha'i in Birmingham, steadfastly keeping and furthering the teachings as his greatest
concern, and he truly taught by his own life his recognition of the rights of all peoples. He kept excellent records of visits and lectures by some of
the early visitors to Birmingham. At 71 he retired from work and pioneered to Edinburgh where he died in an accident. The ring Abdu'l-Baha gave
him is in the Edinburgh archives. [#Unfolding Destiny, p480, bios; #Web, birminghambahais.org.uk]. (There was also a John Marshall running Hill
Coombs Woodschool, but from the fact that the given Marshall is known to have visited Abdu’'l -Baha in 1913, we would presume it to have been
him.)
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laboring class. Our Beloved said that any movement which aims to spread public education is divine
and heavenly Confirmation shall assist that movement.

Irish Baha'i; Be a Lighted Torch

Then another woman, a Bahai, who has come from Ir elan
Lady Blomfield : -

“In that you are returning to Ir eland" the Master said "you must become a lighted torch. That
lighted torch is the effulgence of the Love of God, summoning people to the Kingdom,
proclaiming to the people to international Peace,; it is the oneness of the world of humanity; it
consists of the teachings of Baha-ollah. You must carry away wit h yourself this light of Reality "
He spoke a great deal more encouraging her in the path of the Cause.

d'’® to see the Master was brought in by

Bouquet of South Africa Flowers

A touching incident happened that was the Master received a beautiful Bouquet of some strange
flower from South Africa. A believer®** had sent it to Him through an English Bahai. The flowers
were yellow, very delicate and very fragrant *°°°. The Master sent this message to her: -

"Convey to her my special greeting. Announce to her my loving kindness. | will pray for her,
that God may surround her with His Confirmation and assistance and that the means of
happiness and well-being be prepared for her. "

London Bahai, Mr Arthur Cuthbert; Happiness Through the Cause

Mr Arthur Cuthbert *3°®, who is an active and prominent London Bahai, was ushered in by our
charming Hostess.

"You are welcome, most welcome. How are you? Are you very happy? "Yes. | am happy." Mr
Cuthbert answers. Then Our Beloved:- "In reality the Cause of Baha-ollah is absolute happiness,
absolute advancement, absolute perfection, were one to live in accord wit  h its behests."

Lady Blomfield 's Grandchildren ; One Outstanding Girl

Then Lady Blomfield brings in her grandchildren®®’. They are three. Amongst them there is a girl of
a few years, very bright. She goes to the Master. He kisses her and keeps her in His arms. She
receives a big piece of rock candy. "My dear baby. My sweet, very sweet baby" Our Beloved says
aloud. Then to lady Blomfield : "God will give to you many children and grandchildren. | have not
seen a child for a day or two " and hugs her more to His blessed breast. Her mother asks her to sing
the hymn of Christmas®®. She does it very sweetly. Then a most charming conversation starts
about her doll, elephant, horses, automobile, how He would like to take her to the land where
Christ was born, where orange-groves blossom, where the Sun always shines, the stars alwa ys glow,
the weather is always bright and clear. But she prefers to see the spot where Christ was born; she
likes to become a soldier in the Army of Christ, she does not like those outward things, but she
likes to be a good girl. "I hope," the Master answers while He kisses her "that you may become a
general in the Army of Christ. " To her mother: This girl will progress very much. She is intelligent
and keen. Educate her properly. Give her Bahai instruction so that her thoughts may become
luminous, her susceptibilities become keen, she may become absolute good to the world of
humanity. God willing she will study in the school of God, she will acquire ideal and heavenly

304 On 8 May 1913Ethel Fraser says farewell from Abdu'l -Baha to travel to London then Johannesburg possibly these flowers are directly or indirectly
connected to her. [See #Abdul-Baha in France].

3051t would be impossible to verify, but a good candidate flower fitting the necessary qualities is a yellow Mimosa ®' M9 #Web (Flora of Southern
African forum)].

%08 Arthur Cuthbert was aScotti %h (B®&&@n)ng general secretary ofthe Ba®§ Commi t t ee f o rc.i@i4 forerimnetto thed o n
National Assembly [#Momen ° ; #Community Histories, (Great Britain) by Phillip R Smith].

%7 The three grandchildren -in-law are Margaret Honor Blomfield later Clayton (1907 London-1948 Dorset, m.1931) who married a colonel; Miss
Rachel Blomfield (1897 Londan-1988 Devon); and Richard Macandrew Blomfield (1900 London1932 British Columbia), a farmer; their mother Mrs
El eanor Bl omf i el d(England: 1841@ Essexd 1946\0-22 London, m.1896) married the architect son of the prior wife of Lady
Blomfield 's husband. [#Abdul-Baha in the West.]

3% perhaps a sacred hynn such as"Silent Night", or possibly even something secular, such as "We wish you a merry Christmas".


http://paintdrawer.co.uk/imgsrch.php?q=yellow%20mimosa
http://www.momen.org/relstud/uk.htm

knowledges and she will be informed with the mysteries of phenomena. Her name is Magarete
Honor Blomfield .

Persian Merchants; Interviews

Then a number of Persians who reside in London were taken to the Master. They are merchants
etc. After them many people had private and interesting interviews .

Noon Address on Eager Heart, Misexpectations of the Promised One

Now it's nearly half past eleven and being sunday many people are waiting to hear the words of the
Master. He comes in with the words of "Good morning" on His golden lips. As His subject He takes
"Eager Heart"; first He praises the actors; then from entirely another standpoi nt, different from the
address He gave to the actors yesterday, He discourses on the expectation of the people and when
the promised one comes no one is willing to give Him a shelter. They prepare palaces for Him, they
decorate the streets, they arrange a downy couch, but He, the son of man, cometh when no one
knoweth. Through the highways and byways He walks, people unconscious of His divine Presence,
pursuing their own pleasure and yet expecting the arrival as a King and r uler.

Drive through London Streets Decorated for Christmas past Thames to Richmond Park ; Mrs
Cropper

At twelve o'clock MrsT. Cropper comes with her lovely auto to take the Master for a ride. A young
student from Bagdad and myself He takes as attendents. We drive through the London Streets and
avenues most of them decorated in honor of Xmas . Throngs of people coming out of churches are
feeling their ways toward the parks. The air is warm and cloudy. Our auto. threads its way to
Richmond Park’'®. We pass bythe Thames The Park is very large, the trees are bare but here and
there green sward®** is visible. The Master comes down to walk. After a few minutes the sun floods
the field with its golden rays. Mrs Cropper asks a question about reincarnation. A detailed and
satisfactory answer is given while we are walking. The Master enjoys the weather . He pushes off
His fur coat. For one hour He walks, sometimes talking, sometimes silent, a gain answering
questions, anon®? making witty remarks on the horsemen and horsewomen. In brief it was a
heavenly hour never to be forgotten. | came to know Mrs Cropper so much better. She is a very
wonderful Bahai, as pure as crystal, very sincere, very firm and very kind. | liked her ever so much.
And so every Bahai will like her as soon as he meets her.

Lunch; Too Many Persians for Two Tables

We return. It is nearly 2.30 pm. We have our lunch. Now we have so many Persians that
notwithstanding arranging another table, yet some of us have to wait for another course to be
through.

At Miss Herrick 's; Haji Ameen Tells Stories

At four o'clock the Master is up. All the Persiansare invited to the home®*®

Ameen who has been a Bahai for 55 years was to tell some of his experiences.

of Miss Herrick Haji
314
Callers; Miss Rosenberg Away; MP Deeply Impressed on Logistics of Peace

Having tea a stream of callers began to flow. Miss Rosenbergwho is going to the country for a few
days to spend with her brother **° says farewell. Another prominent man has an interview with the

09 AT has Honore. She is speltMargaret in #Abdul-Baha in the West.

310 Richmond Park ® V3" mé Mapthe Jargest of London's Royal Parks, about 10 k m and 10 km® " from Lady Blomfield's.
%11 sward = a grassy surfa of land.

*2 anon = at the next moment.

%13 137a High Street ° ™2 PKensington seems to have been Elizabeth Herrick's home.

%141t seems Abdu'l-Baha and Sohrab did not attend this but stayed back to give the interviews that follow. Normally Sohrab, if he had attended,
would have said a little more about the the meal and some of Haji Ame en's stories.

%15 George Frederick Rosenberg , who had the same name as his father, who died before he was born. [ #Ethel Jenner Rosenberg p17.]
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Master about his affairs. Then a member of Parliament **'® who has been in the Balkans for t wo

months, writing daily articles for two of the most important dailies , is presented. The Master
speaks to him strongly on Peace, and on the Court of Arbitral Justice recommended by Bahaollah,
the evils of wars, the education of the public as to the horrors of war. The talk was so impressive
that the man could say not a word. It created a deep impression upon him.

Actress; The Theatre of the Kingdom
Then atheatrical wo man was introduced. She was tall, graceful, and very charming.

Abdul-Baha said: "We have also a theatre." The woman immediately becomes all interest, set
aglow with enthusiasm. "Yes, where is it? | love to see it. Can | play in it? " "Our theatre " the Master
answers smiling "is built in a country where there is eternal springtime, the streets of that city are

as clean as the surface of the mirror, the lights of that play -house are the rays of the Sun of
Reality, the actors of our drama are the Holy Manifestations of God, the audience is composed of
pure and sanctified souls. They play their parts with the most delicate art, they deliver their words
with power and potency, the stage of our theatre is the arena upon which is played the sublimest
tragedy, the most terrible dramas, the most thrilling and  heart-throbbing events of life. Come and
join our company. You have acted all your life on this material stage, now come and act upo n the
celestial stage. Your fellow -actors will assist you, will co ach you in your part and step by step you
will become a star shining in the galaxy of these heavenly -inspired dramatists.

Neighbour; Blue Donkey Beads

Lady Blomfield has aneighbour*>!” who lives above her apart ment. She is taught by the Master last

year. She is called by Him "Neighbour". She comes in and requests Him to visit her apart ment. This
theatrical woman lives with her too . The Master accepts the in vitation and immediately starts to
go. For fifteen minutes He is there, blessing her apart ment. He jokes with her all the time. She
brings to the Master a string of rough big blue beads . "What are these?' the Master asks. "These are
to decorate the neck of the donkey and when my friend went to Persia she sent me these beads,
saying because | love you very much | like to decorate your neck " Then everybody naturally laughs,
the Master more than all.

Christian Commonwealth; Editor Mr Dawson

Coming down, Mr Dawsori **%, the Editor of Christian Commonwealth, is presented. He knows the

Master. A long interview is the result. The Beloved thanks him for all the services he has rendered
to the Cause, especially 10000 copies of a Bahai edition being sent to America without a cent of

El

31 possibly Noel Noel-Buxton, 1st Baron Noel -Buxton (1869-1948) ° ¥, for he is the only person who is listed as an MP at this time % and is also on

the list of known Balkans correspondents for the First Balkan War ",

(Augusta) Gabrielle Eden? (Eondoh: d86& 1950,(rmi1B38) WA artheatre erchivist and playwright. She was born in
London, daughter of the secretary to the Admiralty, and with the family accompanied him in his service in India and Egypt, re  turning to Windsor
when she was 11, where garden and dinner parties and balls were frequent. She took part in theatricals and was a member of severala mateur stage
societies. From an early age she wrote plays, stories and scenarios. In 1893 aged 26 she married a captain in the Roya | Engineers and they moved to
Cadogan Gardens where she entertained with style, but they had no children. Her husband served as a general staff officer at  the War Office, and
retired as a major, dying shortly after in 1910. With her husband 's death her collecting memorabilia and theatrical endeavours gathered speed. In
1911 she became a founding member and president of a feminist theatre company that aimed to present plays of ‘interest and ideas' dealing with
current social, political, and moral issues; lau nched a campaign to establish a national collection for the performing arts; and met with Abdu  'I-Baha,
certainly in Paris, perhaps in London too. In 1912 Enthoven had her first play produced, and at this period we see in these p ages her meeting with
Abdul-Baha again in London, His name for her being 'Hamsayihi ("Neighbour"). During the War she was part of a voluntary body organizing the
reception of Belgian refugees fleeing Europe, then part of the Red Cross, and became chief of the records that dealt with British prisoners of war. In
1916 she produced another play to great review. She left the Red Cross in 1920 through ill health, and was awarded an OBE. Fo r a short while she
moved to Manhattan where her play "The Honeysuckle' was produced, at which time s he was rather poor, but she was soon back in London next door
to where she had been, her proudest moment being to bring over the great Italian actress Eleonora Duse to England for her last engagement. In 1924
she persuaded the Victoria and Albert Museum to accept her vast collection of playbills, prints, books, and engravings in order to establish a national
collection of the performing arts, continuing to pay for the collection  's acquisitions and staff from her own funds, her theatrical connections proving
invaluable. She was generally regarded as kind and generous. With the Second World War she returned to the War Office to head the prisoners
records department again. She died at home (99 Cadogan Gardens)in 1950, stipulating the cheapest possible burial w ithout funeral service to
maximize the amount to be left to the museum to continue cataloguing and acquiring material. [  #Oxford DNB, with additions].

%18 Albert Dawson (1866-1930, m.1892), Born in London, at an early age he became associated with the founding minister of the City Temple,
becoming his private secretary, literary assistant, and later biographer. At 26 he married, and after being on the Christian Commonwealth for some
years, he took it over (1901 -19) during which time the circulation qua drupled. He printed Rev. R. J. Campbell 's sermons throughout his ministry and
advocated liberal views in religion, social reform, and woman suffrage. He was also honorary secretary of the Fellowship Guil d. He regularly
contributed to American and Australia n newspapers. [#Times, 1930-02-08, p14, "Obituary"].
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charge. An interesting conversation on the effacement of the present misunderstanding between
nations and religions is carried on.

It is arranged that another Bahai edition containing some of His late addresses delivered in London
be printe d in the number of January 1st.

Mr Dawsonis outwardly a young man, a very pleasant happy man. | liked him very much. Having
corresponded with him often from America | was looking forward to the time of meeti ng him. He
stayed after the interview and had dinner with Our Beloved. He made him sit in His own chair at
the table which was a great honor.

A [Christian Commonwealth:] Abdul Baha rose to receive me with a gentle courtesy and a murmured Persian sentence,
which his interpreter, Mirza Ahmad Sohraly explained meant that the Master was pleased to welcome a representative

of THE CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALVHiich had done much to promote the progress of his mission. The stir and
movement beyond the threshold of the room where Abdul Baha held his audience seemed to die away, and the familiar
roar of London's traffic through which | had passed a little earlier receded into immense distances as we talked.

Sentence by sentence as they were tr anslated to me, the Master told me of his itinerary...

[Abdu'l-Baha said:]... | observe that, praise be to God, in this capital a conference of peace s sitting. It is conducive to
the utmost of joy to me that i n this great centre of civilisation and culture such an important gathering is being held.
Therefore | hope that the rays of universal peace may radiate from this great metropolis to all parts of the world, and
that the noble nation of England and its just Government, like the people of America, will strive their utmost in
promoting the principles of international peace and brotherhood. | pray that the war in the Balkans will be
transform ed into peace, and the rights of both sides may be protected. "

A further question regarding the Master 's plans elicited the information that he would visit  Edinburgh, Oxford,
Liverpool ***°, and perhaps other provincial centres **° before he leaves for Paris. In Liverpool it is arranged that he will
address a large gathering of workers*?’. He returns to the Orient after this programme is completed, and told me that
the possibility of a later visitto  Europeis uncertain: "It is not probable. " He has been very much encouraged by all that
he has witnessed, and repeated his hope that the cause to which his life is dedic ated would prosper in Europe. The
Mastersrzozse again as | took my leave, and clasped my hand with a smile that was as much a benediction as his parting
words.

Then after ten | had to go over some of the addresses which must go into the Christian

Commonwedth with Mrs Isabel Fraser. She is an American woman and an ardent Bahai, and an

excellent newspaper woman *%,

Give my Bahai love to all
Ahmad

23 Dec - Mr Hammond; Persian Ambassador; Walk in the Rain
Monday

Weather : 8 H3 overcast; fine and bright middle part of day ; light wind; 2mm rain; 1 hr bright
sunshine.

December 23d 1912
Dear Harriet!

Persian Respectfulness; Abdu 'l-Baha's Example

One of the most interesting s cenes is to see our Beloved surrounded every morning by a large
number of Persians. They will either stand erect and respectful if He walks or sit on chairs with the
greatest devotion if He sits. His gentleness and courtesy, love and affection toward all the people
touch the hearts of everyone who comes in touch with Him. His Life is the greatest example for
right thinking and right living. If we could only let the empty desires of the world go, and grasp the
Redity.

%19 The idea of revisiting Liverpool was unable to happen, and he arranges a Sunday School Class on Bahai Principles instead (seep178).
320 Other provincial centr es would no doubt include Bristol which he visited, but might also include Manchester.

%21 |_ater the diary mentions a Liverpool minister who invited Abdu'l to speak after Edinburgh but when this was not possible arra  nges a Sunday class
to study the Baha'i teachings: see at fn 1006.

322 4Christian Commonwealth , 1913-01-01.
323 AT changes this ending to "...and an excellent newspaper writer h elped me in this work ".



In the Presence of the Master no two days are the same, each has a peculiarity of its own; a
fragrance particular to each day.

Woman Studying Music

Today we started with music, with song the giver of joy and happiness. Ther e was a woman, who
while in the Presence of the Beloved asked Him to confirm her in the study of music . "There are
two kinds of music, " He says"divine music and earthly music. Divine music exhi larates the spirit
while earthly music has an effect over the body. Divine music belongs to the Kingdom of God ;
earthly music is of this mundane world. | hope that you will be confirmed to study both kinds of
music so that you may be able to sing the anthems of heaven and the songs of this world. "

Mr Hammond Author of "Splendor of God"; Encouragement

Then Mr Hammond, the author of the book of the "Splendor of God"' came in the Presence of the
Master. He is of course well known to the Bahais through his book. He is really more than a Bahai.
He has spoken most wonderfully at many large gatherings about the Movement and has attracted
many souls to it. Our Beloved talke d with him on various subjects, encouraging him to rise higher ,
serve more, aspire to r each *** to nobler height s, be a real servant of the world of humanity and
attract the souls to the Kingdom of God. '"Today," He said "there are two powers which have
attacked the world. One is that of blind imitations of the so -called religions and the other the
power of materialism. The world has been made dark. | hope you will become the means of
dispelling these dark cloud s and let the sun of reality shine.

Strangers Visiting
Then a number of strangers, one after another entered in His Presence, each receivi ng words of
wisdom and comfort.

Noon Address to Those in the Salon on Education of Self and Teaching

At nearly 12 o'clock He was enabled to come out and speak to those who were gathered in the
salon. Today there were not many, owing to the approach of Christmas. However He gave a very
wonderful address on the education of one 's self, teaching the Cause etc.

Walk in Battersea Park

Again Mrs. T. Cropper was present and took the Master in her auto to Battersea Park **° which is
quite near. The meadows w ere green. Haji Ameen and Mirza Lotfollah Hakim were with us. He
walked for about one hour through the Park, passing once or twice by the Thames>* river. Today
we spoke very little, because He was speaking all morning.

Affairs of Some Persian Baha 'is; Lunch; Rest; Persians Roaming

On our return He spoke to Haji Ameen about the affairs of some of the believers in  Persia and
other parts of the Orient. The Master having His dinner went to take His nap. The Persian
contingent roamed around the rooms talking, reading and generally not disturbing anybody except
themselves.

Persian Baha'is Visit Embassador

At four o'clock all the Persians except two called on the Persian Ambassadof®. He is a very good
man. For two hours we spoke with him on almost all the conceivable subjects *’.

24 OT: "rich", which presumably is a mistake for "reach” through similar sound.

325 Battersea Park °W?®' M8MaRs 1 5 km south® ’ ' 8f Lady Blomfield's, size 1 x 1 km, with a large lake and islands.. Throughout the diary it is written
"Pattersea"/"Pattersee" with a 'P".

%% The Thames® " ®' M{s the very wide, long river flowing through London. It skirts the top of the park and passes 1 km®’ " fo the south of Lady
Blomfield's.

%27 |t seems as if Abdu'l-Baha may have stayed behind, without His translator, perhaps to talk with the two remaining Persians, perhaps even with an
oriental guest, or to engage in correspondence.
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Special Correspondent of Christian Commonwealth; Editor of Theosophical Magazine

Returning home there were a number of people present; special correspondent of the Christian
Commonwealth and Editor of the Theosophical Magazine each desiring an interview.

Labouring Men; Napoleon o f Peace

The Master first met several laboring men who had come from far to see Him. One of these men
said that although | am not a Bahai but | like to tell you what | think of you. You are  "the Napoleon
of Peace". | thought this was a very good thought.

Cause of God like a Rose-Garden
To another one He said:

"The Cause of Godis like a rose-garden. As long as man is far from it, he cannot survey its
artistic beauty, he cannot see how many kinds of flowers are planted therein, he cannot inhale
the sweet fragrances of the roses. But when he approaches the garden, he experiences new
feelings; he hearkens to the melody of the birds, the delicate perfume is wafted toward him by
the gentle breeze; he beholds the variegated flowers; his soul is rejoiced by the charming
scene and his spirit is refreshed. "

Cause of God like a House

To another one He said:

"The Cause of God is like a house. As long as man has not entered therein he does not know
what it contains. In the house there are many precious jewels, many rare objects the like of
which cannot be found anywhere in this world. But the men in the street may pass by the house
a 1000 times and know nothing about it. Only the one who has the key can enter. That key is
the love of God. "

A Spirit of Combustion

To another He said:-

Every object in this world has the power of combustion. The objects by themselves and in
themselves will not be ignited. A flame is necessary. | hope you will become tha t flame to
enkindle the hearts.

Paving a Straight Path to Heave n

To arailroad man He says.

You are paving the material roads . May you become able to straighten the pathway to heaven.
That is more important. S traighten the path for the Kingdom of God is nigh. Be a heavenly

lineman3?8,

It goes on like this all day. | might write you a book.

Editor of Theosophist Paper

The Editor of a Theosophist paper is given a beautiful message for his New Year copy. The
correspondent of the Christian Commonwealth is given a most wonderful intervi ew which will
appear with other addresses of the Master in the New Year's copy.

Monsieur Dreyfus; Crazy Atheist in Hyde Park

Then Mr Dreyfus comes in. Having heard in Hyde Park some crazy man speaking on religion,
denying the very existence of Jesus Christ, decrying the evils of the Church - he gives the Master
an account of it *3%,

%2 lineman = railway-line man.



Bible Authenticity and Crusades

Then another hour is spent about the authent icity of the Bible , the thriling events of the
Crusaders™.

Suffragists Discussion

At dinner the question of Suffragists comes up. The Master tells a story which makes everybody
laugh, Lady Bloomfield tells a story which makes everybody serious about the wretchedness of man
denying women the vote.

Walk in the Rain; Christmas Goods in Windows

It's nine o'clock. It rai ns. The Master calls me: Let us go out and take a walk. | run for my overcoat
and umbrella. For one hour we walk in the lighted avenues , the Master watching the windows
decorated with all kinds of Xmas goods. We return wet and tired.

Then again another hour of talk.
Love to all Ahmad

24 Dec - Lord Keinard, YMCA

Tuesday

Weather : $ cloudy - squally and rainy in afternoon ; fresh wind; 6.9mm rain; no bright sunshine.
December 24th 1912 midnight

Dear Harriet!

Harriet 's Greetings Received; Seeking Happiness ; New Year Resolutions

This being the eve of Christmas, | was very glad to receive your greeting, today . You were indeed
very kind and thoughtful to think of this unworthy one. | appreciated it most highly and wish you in
turn not only many Christmas greetings but pray most fervently that the New Year may bring to
you happiness, serenity and joy which is pure, heavenly and divine. A joy not tempered with
human alloy is lasting, a happiness not mixed with the dross of human passion is eternal, a felicity
not associated with the earthly desires is age -abiding, a unity not dragged in the rough turmoils of
life is indissoluble. May each and all of us be imbued in this New Year with the attributes of the
Master who has set for us an example so high, a pathway so straight, a paradise so delightful, a
heaven so studded with luminous stars and teachings so simple yet so sublime, so easy to read
them and so difficult to practice.

The New Year is approaching and | suppose each person is passing before his view a set of
resolutions, some of them as old as he can remember, others may be the result of the bitter
experiences of the year just gone by. Whatever they are, | hope we will all keep them and try to

live by them.

Quiet Day; Letters; Animal Welfare

Altogether we had comparatively speaking a quiet day, not so many people, how ever enough to
keep us busy. Many letters were read to the Master. He answered some of them, one, to a
Humanitarian Club®*! whose aim is to decrease the killing of an imals and birds for "millinery *

329 Hyde Park * is famous for people standing up and preaching views on everything imaginable.

° 3 Pwere several hundred-thousand military Christians who between 1095 and 1291tried to capture access to Jerusalem and the Holy

%0 Crusaders
Sites. [#WiKk].
%1 Humanitarian League presumably; a president from one of the cities went on to visit Abdu'l -Baha, for which see 17 Jan 1913, p165, and its fn 950
for the League.

332 millinery =women's hats and other articles .
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craze", avoiding the "butchery of sentient beings " and begging the Master to speak against it in His
Public addresses. **

Abandoned Woman Consoled

Then a woman comes to Him with a burden, wishing the Master to alleviate the load. Her husband
has left her, he has carried away their only child and no one knows where they are. Is not this the
tragedy of life? She weeps. He consoles her. They will return to you real soon. Don't be unhappy!
Do not weep! Be joyful! God is merciful to you. God is your kind Father. Then she leaves in a more
happy frame of mind.

Woman with Two Children

Then another woman comes in. She hastwo little children . The Master kisses them; speaks to them
in English, caresses them with love, candy and fruits are given to them. They receive His Divine
Blessings, perhaps ever to remember in the future that as children the King of Kings loved and
embraced them.

School Room Floor Cleaner

Look at another woman. She is a good Bahai; is worki ng for the children in the schoo’**. She shows
her hands to the Master, so that He might see how she has scrabbled**® the floor of the school
rooms. He keeps her hand into His and says:- Hands which have labored in the Cause of education
are ever blessed. | am pleased with your hands. | love such hands very much, be cause they have
worked for the children. M ay you become a great educator and guide to humanity!

Baha'i Making Hats for the Poor

Another Bahai lady is presented. For the last 35 y ears she has been making hatsto cover the heads
of the poor. She desires to serve. She longs to do some actual service in the Cause. The Master
smiles in her face. She is earnest. Then He slowly opens His heavenly tr easury of wisdom!-

"For 35 years you have been making hats for the heads of the poor people. Now is the time to
make heavenly crowns for them so that they may adorn their heads - such crowns whose
brilliant jewels may scintillate throughout centuries and cycles. This crown is the guidance of
God and the knowledge of the Kingdom of Abha!

Gardener

336

To another person®” He enjoins:

Make the plain of your heart the Rose Garden of the Love of God and let the nostrils of the
people be perfumed with the sweet fragrances growing in the prepar ed soil of the spirit. You
are endowed with great capacity. M ay you become a centre of the virtues of the Almighty.

Other Visitors

Then a number of other people receive the heavenly instructions, the words of life. Their hearts
are cheered, their souls are made joyous and the gloomy outlook of life changed into a scene of
iridescent glory.

Noon Address on Christmas and Christ's Trials and Poverty

The subject of the address for today was Xmas, and the trials of Mary, the birth of Christ in a
Manger, the poverty and hardship of the Blesse d family, their travel to Egypt , their return, the

333 The President of the Humanitarian League of a nearby city visited Abdu'l -Baha on 17 Jan 1913, perhaps the same person; see text and notes for fn
950.

334 Greenacre®? School presumably rather than the Tarbiyat school later mentioned (@fn  340).
33 scrabble = scratch or scrape as with claws or hands.
33 presumeably this person was a gardener.



proclamation of the Cause, and the cru cifi xion with its attending trials. But today, they worship His
name, they commemorate His Birth in thousands of churches, they celebrate His virtues and they
spread sumptuous Feasts. Kings glorify in His Name. Emperors are proud to wear the golden crowns
of Christendom. Royalties in their luxurious p alaces sing the hymn of praises and glorification
because the Son of Mar®’ is born. But the King of Kings was born in a stable, He did not have a
place to lay His head, He was shunned, persecuted, a crown of thorns a dorned His heavenly Brow.
This has ever been the custom of the people, to worship those who are dead, to martyr those who
are living.

Walk in the Park

Mrs Cropperwas present with her automobile. The Master too k with Himself Mon. Dreyfus and Lady
Blomfield . For an hour and a half they were away, walking in one of the many parks of London.

Lunch; Tablet to the London Theosophical "Vahan" Magazine

Lunch we had about two o'clock and in the afternoon | translated a wonderful Tablet to the
Readers of "the Vahan" the organ of the Theosmhists in London. It will appear in their New Year
: 338
issue™”,

Persians Collecting in Groups and Merging into One

The Master left us all the afternoon to ourselves. You could see the Persianscollecting into groups
and talking about various things. | had one of these groups, naturally discoursing on America and
little by little other groups joined mine. By the way , one of these Persiansis going to America to
enter the school*. He speaks English quite well. He has studied in the American school and the
school of Tarbiat in Teheran* 3%,

Lord Keinard and the YMCA Christian Alliance

One of the many people who called on the Beloved today was Lord Kinnair , well known in
England for his connection with the Y.M.C.A. Christian Alliance **, Temperance®* and other good
movements. The subject was turned around the realization of a better understanding between the
religions and the nations and the talk was illustrative of the wonderful power of the Master who for
more than one hour spoke, keeping the Lord spell-bound.

dx 341

Dinner; Message for the Christian Commonwealth

Then we had others. Before dinner He dictated a Messagewhich with its Persian and English will
appear in the New Year copy of the Christian Commonwealth.

337 son of Man® Wis Christ, named as a term of humility and from an old Biblical Prophecy.
3% The Vahan (London), January 1913, p. 118, col. 2. The Persian can be found at Majmu'ih-i-K h a t §-bld&tat-i-'Abdul-B a h § , 3, v b4l.
339 Greenacre School Maine, NE US; see fn282.

340 Tarbiyat School : Around 1900, the Madrissihyi Tarbiyat -i Banin (the Tarbiyat School for Boys) was founded in Tehran, and by 1911 the g round-
breaking Tarbiyat School forGils had been established. Other Bah8'2 schools quickly spral
in Tehran were not Bahg§'2s. By 1920, some 10 pechenlt oliiladr erstii mal rean 2V
run schools...sad | y, most 2o0fs cthhoeo IBBatwger e cl osed by ¢930sdmran apisode of etlgious peesecution. By that mi d
time, the schools had gained considerable prominence as top -notch institutions and had attracted numerous students from prominent families  [#Web

at denial.bahai.org ° 9

341 Arthur Kinnaird, 11th Lord Kinnaird  ® "W (London: 1847-1923) is best known as a cup-final footballer, played in nine cup finals and also president
of the FA, under whose leadership, football rose from obscurity in muddy parks with a few spectators, to a national sport wit h huge crowds. But he
was a great deal more, holding twenty pre sidencies of voluntary organizations (including the YMCA and YWCA), over forty vice -presidencies and
thirty treasurerships. He co -established seven homes for homeless and poor boys; he had very strong evangelical convictions and was three years
(1907-9) Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. His main occupation was in banking, being director of Barclays
Bank, from which he earned a fortune only to give much of it away, devoting his waking hours to good causes. Grieving his wife Mary's death in
1923, he died ten days later. [ #Oxford DNB, #Times, 1923-01-31 p13, Obituary; #Web scottishsporthistory.com ].

%42 The Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA)® " was founded in 1844 in London to put Christian principles into practice by developing a healthy
spirit, mind, and body [#WiKk].

%43 Temperance ® " movements aim to reduce or abolish alcohol consum ption.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Son_of_Man
http://denial.bahai.org/003.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Kinnaird,_11th_Lord_Kinnaird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YMCA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperance

Drawing Room Filled with Flowers

Just now although it is long past midnight | hear His voice speaking to the Persians The friends
have sent much flowers to the Master for Xmas and the drawing room is transformed into a Rose
Garden.

Prayers for Harriet 's Sister; Greetings

| am sorry to read in your letter that your  sister® ™ is not feeling well. | hope that by this time

she has entirely recovered. You know how we admire her nobleness and spirituality. Remember me
to her. | am praying for her at the Threshold of the Beloved.

A happy Xmas toMrs Krug Mrs Kinrey, Mrs Champney Louise, Edith*” and all the friends of God.
Ever your sincere friend
Ahmad

25 Dec - Salvation Army Xmas Meal

Wednesday

Weather : $ dull, wet day ; light wind; 8.1mm rain; no bright sunshine.
December 25th 1912.

Dear Harriet!

Joy of A bdu'l-Baha's Presence

To be with the Master is a source of never -failing joy; to listen to His words is a heavenly boon; to
bask under the sunshine of His Love is eternal honor; to follow in His footstep is the gre atest
happiness; to serve Him is to serve Humanity; to receive His advices is the source of spiritual
beatitude and to spread His Teachings and Instructions is the supreme privilege!

Christmas Brought to Life in Abdu 'lI-Baha's Life

This was a notable day in the history of the Cause in England. It was not only the Xmas in memory
of 2000 years ago but to us it had a double significance, for before our eyes we could see how
Christ lived in that far -off period, how He taught the people, how He conversed wi th them and
how He associated with the lowly and downtrodden.

Doctor Ahmad Khan; Miss Yandell ; Marvels of 20th Century

Early this morning Doctor Ahmad Khari*** who has lived in London for many years and who is a
good and sincere Bahai came to see the Master. He is the relative of one of the prominent Bahai
teachers in America. Later on Miss Yandelf **° came in with several others and when each had had
their private interviews w hile | was translating some Tablets, the Master about 12 o'clock gave His
public address on the marvels of the 20th Century. He said that at the birth of every manifestation
the world receives a new stir, a new motion. This was the case in the past prophetic Dispensations
and so it will be in this glorious Revelation. Everything will be renewed. The worlds of the minds
and intellects unfold new powers, the spring time of this Day will  yield marvelous discoveries and
the Sun of Reality wil | attain to its highest zenith. Now this is just the twilight. etc.

34 Doctor Ahmad Khan had been living in London for many years, was one of the most well -informed Baha'is there and a relative of one of the
prominent Baha'i teachers in America [#This Diary].

%5 Maud Yandell (1871-1962) was an American Psychologist living in London®". She met Abdu'l-Baha also in 1911, and she speaks further on (p72)
about ancient Greek philosophers, the education of children and a wish to travel to India. [ " #Abdul-Baha in the West].



Lady Blomfield 's Daughters and their Gifts

When Lady Blomfield and her two daughters whose Persian names are "Nouri Khanom™**® and
"Parvin Khanom**’ and Miss "Verdiyah Khanoni' came in, they had gifts for all the Persians so
each one of us had four Xmas presents. They were really so lovely, so thoughtful, so kind that
made me quite ashamed. You know we are at present nearly 10 or 12 Persians all sitting at the
table of Our Lady. They had even presents for the Master. Mrs Isabel Fraser had brought for Him a
sewing-box, with all kinds of needles, scissor, thimble, pin, thread etc. Because on the train from
Liverpool to London He told her He can sew, wash and cook.

A [Isabel Fraser:] "Abdul-Baha, in 1912, spent Christmas amid the holly and chimes of old England - the Christmas of
cheer, gift -giving, and mutual well -wishing.

"To have seen the world's greatest prisoner amid these surroundings was a never-to-be-forgotten picture, but one hard
to reproduce in words. Many beautiful and touching incidents could be related of  that Christmas had we the records of
the hundreds that thronged to see him. Some he met in little groups in the dining room of his flat in Chelsea, and on
request he would, at intervals, address a larger gathering in the drawing room, as people kept coming  and going all
day. Anon, some distressed soul wished for a conference alone, or a peace advocate sought his advice on an important
issue.

"Many came bearing gifts - the mighty and the lowly, the rich and the poor in this world 's goods. A detailed account of
the mere happenings of the day would mean nothing. The trivial details of life, even on a Christmas day, are seldom
regarded in the light of a spiritual unfoldment, but it is through these seemingly small incidents that this Master spirit
brings out int o the court of objectivity those principles which he teaches. Thus the  very essence of his existence is
vested with the penetration of the spirit - so much so, that, save as his life manifests those principles for which he
stands, he wishes to be for gotten as a personality.

"To each who came to him on that Christmas Day, he gave a spiritual present - compatible with the capacity of each;
for 'Abdul-Bahds method of teaching the people so that they become moved with conviction, is through the heart.

"Someone brought him an expensive gift. He accepted it graciously. Holding it lovingly for a moment, he told the
wealthy giver of his own simple life. "And now," he said, smilingly, "you see | have accepted your beautiful present,
and it has made me very happy. | thank you for it. And now | am going to give it back to you. Sell it, and give the
money to the poor. The rich in England are too rich, and the poor are too poor. "

"The man was at first astonished, but when, after further conversation, he arose and  took his departure, one felt from
his attitude toward the great master, that a new impulse or seed had been planted.

"Often 'Abdul-Baha would laugh outright at some little gift that showed ingenuity, and many a compliment he wafted
back to America, the la nd of his then recent sojourns.

"One American girl**® was much amused at his rehearsal of American experience. He concluded by saying, "I learned
much from my travels and hardships. Among other things, | learned to wash my handkerchiefs when occasion
demanded, and to sew. "

"On an impulse, she ran out to a shop near by and bought the tiniest leather sewing box, and on her return, laughingly
presented it, saying that it was impossible for her to imagine a prophet sewing on his buttons.

"I will accept the sewing case with gratitude, and will keep it, " he said, as he put it among his things, and then added,
"I am not a prophet. | am a man - like yourself. " He laughed, and we all laughed, for she was a well -known suffragette.

"He accepted it! " she exclaimed at the door, and so extremely overjoyed was she, that one felt that some deeper
message or awakening beyond that which we had witnessed had been accomplished through the simple transaction.

"From laughter, 'Abdul-Bahas face would become stern or expressive of a great weight of impersonal sorrow, the
suffering induced by the realisation of the hunger of humanity for spiritual rest. ~ **°

[Abdu'l-Baha seems to have responded to all the presents with an address about their being occasioned by the
blessedness of Qurist's birthday Y p198.]

3% Rose Ellinore Cecilia Blomfield (London: 189081954, m.1918), married Harold Arthur Carteret Maule (1894 -1952). Rose was one of the compilers
of the Paris Talks and with her sister served the table and in other ways during Abdu ‘lI-Baha’s visit. [#Lady Blomfield ].

347 Mary "Parvine Khanom" Basil Hall (n ® e B | o) rtiforiden! 1888-1950, m.1920) - Mary was given the name Parvine (the name of a star in
Persian) by Abdu'tBaha. A year after Abdu'l-Baha's vsit, in a planned act she and her sister found a way to get into the King's court and in giving
homage to the king, Mary asked that he end the shameful force -feeding of women suffragists. They were taken and removed, and the event hit the
newspapers, much to Lady Blomfield's horror; but Abdu'l -Baha spoke well of Mary's courage and act. Mary helped record what was published as Paris
Talks, served on the UK NSA for five years, created many plays for promoting the Faith including the Drama of the Kingdom °T*&nd remained a life -
long supporter of the Faith, bequeathing the estate to the Baha'is, the money from whose sale helped to purchase 27 Rutland G ate, for whi ch the
Parvine room is named after her. She married Navy Captain Basil Hall in 1920. [#Lady Blomfield ; newspaper articles].

348 |sabel Fraser herself (the Diary having named her).
349 |sabel Fraser, in #Every woman in #Unity Triumphant , p111-113,


http://archive.org/download/dramaofthekingdo030788mbp/dramaofthekingdo030788mbp.pdf

Walk in the Rain with Dreyfus and Khan

After delivering His address He went out to take a walk in the rain with Mon Dreyfus and Mirza
Ahmad Khan

Rev and Mrs Lewis of Congregational Church; Long Wait

Rev. Mr Lewis *° and Mrs Lewis ** had an appointment with the Master to discuss the time of His
going to their church®® on Sunday™? night and speak to the audience. It is of Congregational**>*
denomination and | have no doubt there will be a great many people present. They had to wait
however for half an hour and meanwhile | spoke to him about our American trip. When the Master
arrived He expressed His sorrow because He had made them wait. Then He spoke to them about
the various kinds of prejudices and how they are the causes of the destruction of the human race.
How humanity is one family, only it is a large family. God is our real shep herd and we are all His
sheep. Why this hostility? Why this altercation ***? Why this narrowness? Let us all be brothers. He
spoke a great deal along these lines and the Minister asked Him to speak about these very things to
the members of His church. "You will feel at home amongst us, for we are all trying to live the life

of Christ. We will be most honored and privileged to have you speak to us. "

Dinner Decorated with Flowers

After this interview dinner was served. The table was most beautifully decorated with roses, lilies,
nasturcium, other flowers and holly. It was a very artistic spread and the Master expressed His
surprise when He entered in the dining room. "Beautiful! Beautiful " He said in English. We had
turkey and many other dainti es. After the dinner the Master wentto His room to rest.

At Mrs Cropper 's; Lord and Lady Lamington

Setting Out

At three o'clock Mrs Cropper came in to take the Master to her home *°° where it was arranged for
Lord***® and Lady Lamington***’ who were in Persialast year to meet Our Beloved.

Saciificing Nature of Persian Baha 'is

%0 Rev Edward Williams Lewis (1872 Derbyshire, England - ?), married to Alice, was minister of the King's Weigh House Church Duke Street in
1912/13, and he and J R Campbell often exchanged pulpits; he was on the Christian Commonwealth editorial board . His discourses gave rise to an
intelligently receptive congregation. "Edward Lewis, being vigorous in heart and brain, and a real man, naturally could not continue very long in a
profession like "the ministry " which entailed his ascending the pulpit three or four times a week and not only giving  ‘edifying' counsel to his
congregation but confining his own life within a corresponding circle of inanity. Such a career would inevitably have sapped and ruined his manhood;
and with true instinct he threw up his five or six hundred a year and retired into the wilderness. The members of his congreg  ation were duly shocked
and grieved in their different ways, according to the views they took of his lapse  or lapses from holiness" [#My Days and Dreams Ch. 14; #Abdul-
Baha in the West]

%1 plice Lewis, Mrs (c1871 Cheshire - ?) [#Abdul-Baha in the West]. We see later (p77) that she invites Abdu'l -Baha to the meeting with 2 00 Poor
Mothers.

%52 On Sunday 29 Dec 1912.

%3 Congregational ® " = a Protestant church where each church is self -governing.
%4 altercation = angry, heated dispute.

%5 31 Evelyn Mansions, Carlisle Place, Victoria ° "2 Pajourney 2.5 km NE ®7"."

%6 Charles Wallace A N R Cochrane-Baillie, Lord Lamington, 2nd Baron Lamington, GCMG, GCIE (1860 London - 1940 Lanarkshire, Scotland,
m.1895)° " was a colonial governor, the fourth child of a politician/author. Receiving a good education, he became assistant private s ecretary to
the Prime Minister, entering parliament himself (Conservative) shortly after for four years, bef  ore becoming 2nd Baron. He was an enthusiastic
sportsman and traveller, visiting Central America and undertaking a year -long expedition through Indo -China. He married Mary (Lady Lamington),
who gave him steadfast support, and two children. He was appointed governor of Queensland for six years, returned to his Lanarkshire estates, and

two years later was appointed administrator of Bombay, where he took a keen interest in the conditions and needs of all the p  eople and social
reform, resigning due to his wife 's serious illness. He also held high positions in the Territorial movement. He was characterised by fairness and

moderation, and in the House of Lords was always ready to voice the claims of minorities; he kept an interest in movements su  pporting the welfa re

of subject peoples and minorities within the British empire, and worked in a range of organizations fostering greater mutual understanding between
West and East. At the time of Abdu 'I-Bahds visit, he had many notable roles, including in the Persia Society, of which he held a Presidency, and
continued energetically to advocate the cause of the Arabs in Palestine. He lived for many years after this visit, until 1940 . [#Oxford DNB #Times,

1940-09-18, p7, Obituary .]

%7 Mary Haughton Hozier Cochrane -Baille, Lady Lamington , Baroness Lamington (1871 Scotland 8 1944 Edinburgh m.1895), was an Extra Lady in
Waiting to Queen Mary at the time of Abdu 'I-Bahds visit. She also founded the Queensland Braille Writing Association, and had two children.
[#Scotsman 1944-01-19, p4, Obituary ; #Abdul-Baha in the West]


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregational
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.495826,-0.141869,17&ttl=31%20Evelyn%20Mansions,%20Carlisle%20Place%20(Mrs%20Cropper's,%2025%20Dec%201912)
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/jrnsrch.php?a=51.4939,-0.1601&b=51.495826,-0.141869&ttl=Lady%20Blomfield's%20to%20Mrs%20Cropper's
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cochrane-Baillie,_2nd_Baron_Lamington

Before their coming the Master spoke with Mrs Cropper about the believers of Persia, how self -
sacrificing they are. A Persian Bahai may not have a place whereby to lay His head but if a stranger
comes in he would find a room for him.

Arrival of Lord Lamington

At 4 pm they arrived. Lord Lamington has been entertained last year by the Master in Alexandria
and all the friends in Persia gave him really a great reception every where. For more than one hour
various topics were touched and discussed. He was very pleased with the Bahais in Persia and said,
in all the cities | observed all the Bahai children are in the schools.

Both of them were very respectful and called Our Beloved the "Master" and listened very
attentively to every word He said. | liked them very much. They are sympathetic toward Persia
Tea was servedand the meeting came to an end.

Salvation Army Meal for 700

From Mrs Cropper we went to the Salvation Headquarters®*®**° where more than 700 poor were

fed. They were all men, very poor in appearance. This was their Xmas dinner. It was an interesting
sight of the slum of London. As the Master entered all those men arose to greet Him. They were
just beginning to eat. It was a very long hall with chairs and little places joined for their pl ates.
First Lady Blomfield was introduced by Captain Spencer** She spoke of the Beloved, of His
sympathy for the poor, of His love for those upon whom Fortune has not smiled, of His 40 years in
the Cause of humanity. "He is your brother, the elder brother of us all. "

P199

Then Our Beloved spoke’ of His pleasure to be present at such a great gathering, how all the
prophets have been poor, and of humble origin, how Chris t himself was born in a manger. Blessed
are the poor f or theirs shall be the Kingdom of heaven. It is easier for a camel to enter the needle 's
eye than a rich man into the Kingdom of God. You are elected by God. Christ was the associate and
the helper of the poor. Bahaollah was poor. He was called "Darveesh*®*. He gave up all he had in
order to help the poor ones on the earth. Therefore be happy. Always thank God! - -- --- ----

Before entering the Hall the Master had changed many pounds into Shillings. He had 500 shillings 3¢
in order to divide amongst the poor. The Captain had however another plan which seemed to the
Master much better and it was this: To give another dinner on New Year 's eve in the name of Abdul
Baha to all those who are present. They have had always one dinner in a year and they will have
this time two dinners. The Master was pleased. He turned over the money to the Captain. Then he
announced our honored guest has just given me the sum for a New Year's dinner and all of you on
that occasion will be His guests. No sooner this announcement was made than clapping, cheering
and deafening applause started. Their joy and happiness was boundless. They got up from their
seats and cheered Our Beloved for many minutes. No one could keep them down. To them another
dinner was like a dream which has come true. Then the Captain took the Master and His retinue
throughout the buildings where large, clean halls contain very good beds. One can sleep here,
wash his clothes and get a breakfast for three penny a night. It was most interesting. The Captain
himself 22 years ago had come in the Y.M.C.A. like many others and worked himself up to this

responsible position. The Master was delighted with everything. A [Isabel Fraser:] On Christmas night
Abdul-Baha visited the poor of the Salvation Army Shelter, Westminster, where each year a Christmas dinner is
provided for those who have no homes and no friends, and but for the shelter would have no lodgings. There were

%8 salvation Army ® Vis a Protestant Christian church known for its extensive philanthropy and charity work internationally .

%9 salvation Army Shelter , St Ann's Street ("Great Peter Street”) ®' ™¥Mais 2.5 km® " rive east of Lady Blomfield's, and is for men. " Of the various
institutions where the very poor are provided with a night 's lodging at a minimum of cost the most successful is, perhaps, the huge Salvation Army

shelter in Great Peter -street, Westminster, in the building formerly occupied by Messrs. Burroughes and Watts. It is successful because, first, thou gh
it contains nearly 600 beds, every evening by 8 o 'clock you are likely to find the words "Full up" chalked upon the door; and, second, because though
the charge for a bed is only 3d. it is understood to be amply self -supporting... " #Times, 10 June 1914 ° Y. This was a few moments walk from Church

House where Eager Heart was performed a few days before, at the north end of St Ann's St. There was also a Salvation Army Bar racks nearby on
Rochester Row. [#P01914, Street Index, p600, pdf442 & p592, pdf434].

360 Colonel John Spencer (?- 1938 London) clergyman and Salvation Army officer , at this time lieutenant colonel , later colonel [ #Abdul-Baha in the
West]. A Salvation Army captain will have performed between 5 -15 years of service. A long underline is in the original in place of a name.

%1 dervish = muslim choosing to follow a very poor path of life.
%2500 shillings ( A 2wba) s w a2R50 ih 2048 currency (RPI).
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about 1,000 present on this occasion. It was a most impressive scene - the dinner for the homeless and the Master from
the East delivering Christ's message to the poor. As a true test of attention, many of the hungry men forgot to eat  and
listened intently. With that wonderful tact Abdul -Baha displays on all occasions, his message to the homeless was
simple, direct and short. [Abdu'l-Bahds Address] ™®. At the close of his talk, Abdul -Baha made a practical
demonstration of his tactful love for the poor. In generous conformity with Baha ‘'o'llah’s teachings that "our words
should not exceed our deeds," he left twenty gold en sovereigns and many handfuls of silver with Colonel Spencer of
the Army, so that the poor might enjoy a similar dinner New Year 's night. Colonel Spencer told the men that they were
to have this New Year's dinner in Abdul-Bahds honor. The Master was just leaving the hall when this announcement was
made. With one accord the men jumped up and waving their knives and forks gave a rousing farewell cheer. Before
leaving Abdul-Baha was shown all over the shelter and at the outer door he said to the attendant o fficer in charge,
"May God prosper you. May you all be under the protection of the Almighty! 3%

A [Wellesley Tudor Pole:] [ This event presumably 1911 provides timeless details]

His compassion for the aged, for children and the downtrodden knew no bounds. | remember once after he had visited
a Salvation Army refuge near the Embankment, in London, tears came to his eyes. He could not understand how a
wealthy nation like Britain could allow such pover ty and loneliness in its midst. %

Children 's Party

Then we drove to a Children party in another section of the city. However we were too late and
the children had left. We saw the big tree , decorated with lovely tinsels, stayed a few minutes.
The Master spoke to those who were present and then returned to 97 Cadogan Gardens

Jews Who Will Return to Jerusalem or Stay Abroad

Mrs Cropperwas there and sat beside the Master at the table for supper. He spoke about the Jews
and how it is prophesied in the Bible that they will inherit Jerusalem . Many of them will return and
will be contented and satisfied, but those who are rich will stick to their wealth and stay where
they are now. However many Jews have become Bahais in Persia and they are most wonderful
believers. - -- --- ----

Master's Dinner, Persians, Greetings

After dinner the Master came in the drawing room and spoke to the Persians, after which He went
to His room to read.

Well! Many, many happy Xmas to you and all the friends in America.
Your sincere friend Ahmad

26 Dec - Miss Jack's Studio

Thursday

Weather : $ cloudy; heavy rain during day ; fresh wind; 12.2mm rain; no bright sunshine.
December 26. 1912

Dear Harriet!

Presence of Abdu 'l-Baha; His Saddnesses

The hours spent in the Presence of our Beloved are ever to be remembered. His thoughts, His
addresses and His silence suffer man to be drawn near to the Source of all life, confer upon him
happiness never-ending, gladden his heart with the joy of heaven, illumine him with the refulgent
Light of God, cause him to be sanctified and pure, and grant him wings whereby to soar in the
atmosphere of Reality. May every one of us be assisted to live in accord with t he good-pleasure of
Our Beloved! His happiness is our happiness and when He is sad we are sad. Anything that saddens
His heart is like a piece of cloud which prevents the Sun from shining. The sun is ever luminous;
the clouds do not reach the sun, nei ther have they anything to do with It. They are millions of
miles away from It and yet they obstruct the pathway of the rays. Likewise  the sorrows and

%63 |sabel Fraser writing in #Star of the West, 1913-02-07 p8 (PDF 3 p358)° " % 'see also #Unity Triumphant , p115-118.
364 #Writing on the Ground , ch.17.


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_3/Issue_18/Text

sadnesseshave nothing to do with the Master. They fly away from His Presence and in the far off
distance they form a cover preventing our eyes to see this Happiness which is eternal. Then in our
ignorance we raise a cry and lamentation that the Master is unhappy! The clouds rise from our
earth toward the sky. The ethereal firmament is ever clea r and pure. Therefore let each of us
hope not to become the cause of raising any cloud toward the heaven of spirituality - thus
depriving ourselves and others from the shining of the rays of Happiness which is immutable ** and
like a crystalline founta in that flows from the heart of Abdul Baha to all parts of the world.

Private Interviews with the  "Man of God"

As the mornings are devoted to private interviews, people of all shades and classes from far and
near come to have a glance of the "Man of God"; each according to his or her intelligence asking
guestions and receiving answers which are conclusive and satisfactory.

Divinity of Christ, Mirrors of Mirrors

This morning two persons having entered in the Presence of Abdul Baha they ask questions whether
the Master beli eves in the Divinity of Christ.

"The Spirit of God is like the Sun" He says. "Jesus like the translucent mirror. The Sun with all
its rays, heat and creative energy becom es manifest in the mirror, so that the mirror can
truthfully say | am the Sun. In this instance Christ said the Father is in Me. It means that the
virtues, the perfections and the sublime qualifications of the Father have become manifest in
Him. Just as the Sun did not leave Its station, choosing a station in the mirror but its rays, its
disk became reflected therein; - so also the essence of God or the Father did not leave Its Holy
and divine station but His virtues and Perfections were revealed in the Christ. Again if you
station around the central mirror in which already the Sun shines with all its splendor, 12 other
mirrors in such a position as to face the central mirror, immediately you shall observe that in
each of these mirrors a sun is shining. In this instance Christ addressing His disciples said "l am
in you". In other word s the Perfections, the virtues of the Father are in Me and in turn they are
being revealed in you through me. Again: In the beginning was the Word, the word was with
God and the word was God.**® In the beginning was the mirror, the mirror was with the sun and
the mirror was the Sun. "

Miss Yandell, Diogenes
Then Miss Yandellwas presented. He spoke about the life of Diogenes %', his story in connection
with Alexander the Great %, the beliefs of Cynics >®°.

Archdeacon Wilberforce

Then another lady came in. She is a great friend of Archdeacon Wilberforce**’°. She has had a
letter from him. He helps her to live above the things of the world.

%5 immutable = unchangeable.
36 #Bible, John 14:20 & 1:1.

%67 Diogenes the Cynic/of Sinope °W?®' ™{412/404 BC Turkey-323 BC Corinth), a Greek philosopher and one of the founders of Cynic philosophy ; he
believed that virtue was better revealed in action than in theory, made a virtue of poverty, and begged for a living and slep tin a tub in the
marketplace ; he did many stunts to make philosophical statements [#Wik].

38 Alexander the Great ° " (356-323 BC) was a king in northern Greece who carved out an empire that stretched across the world as far as India,
becoming another especially prominent model for grandiose conquering of others  [#Wik].

369 cynics® W were ancient Greek philosophers holding to a life of virtue in agreement with nature and abandoning wealth and fame [#WiK].

5 The Ven Albert Basil Orme Wilberforce, DD °Y (England: 1841 Winchester - 1916 London), was the grandson of the well -known Samuel
Wilberforce who fought for the abolition of slavery. Turning aside from thoughts of studying law, he instead became ordained. In his earl y work he
saw the drunkenness around and passionately promoted teetotalism (abstention from alcohol). He  became chaplain to the House of Commons, then
Archdeacon of Westminster (1900), and carried the crown at coronations. During this time he realised the need to put as ide controversy, and he
developed an open universalist approach to many of the spiritual paths around, confident in the all -embracing love of God. He had introduced
Abdu'l-Baha to speak to his congregation in 1911, and it was only three years after these 1 913 events that he died, still in his post [ #Times 1916-05-
15 p4 Obituary, #Wik]. For Abdu'l-Baha's visit in 1911: "On September 17th, Abdu'l-Baha at the request of the venerable Archdeacon of Westminster
addressed the congregation of Saint John the Divine after evening service. With a few warm words characteristic of his whole attitude Archdeacon
Wilberforce introduced the revered Messenger from the East, who had crossed seas and countries on his Mission of Peace and Unity for which he had
suffered forty y ears of captivity and persecution. The Archdeacon had the Bishop 's chair placed for his Guest on the Chancel steps, and standing
beside him read the translation of Abdu 'l-Bahds address himself. The Congregation was profoundly moved, and following the Arch deacon's example
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"Convey my greeting to Archdeacon when you write to him :3"* It is true that man has two lives.
A physical life and a spiritual life. At one time his spiritual or intellectual life is day to day
advancing; at another time his material life is progressing. However it is much better if daily
his mind and spirit are taking higher flights. It is my hope that you may progress spiritually and
intellectually. May you comprehend divine subjects! May you attain to the Reality of every
object! Spiritual sc iences must be within the bound of divine principles " etc.

A [Ahmad Sohrab:] Archbishop Wilburforce was invited to meet Abdul Baha, but he held back, merely sending a
message:"We are all one behind the veil. "

Like a flash, Abdul Baha responded with his own message: "Return to the Archbishop and say 'and the veil is thinning
quite. ' "

Later the veil became so thin that the Archbishop made up his mind to call, and when he had spoken to the Master he
felt that there was no separation between them.

Others

Then several others meet our Beloved and if | want to write about their interviews this letter will
form a book.

A (See appendix for one such interview on prayer, evil and the soul's progress, p200.)

Noon Address on Three Kinds of Baptism

About 12 o'clock He comes out. People are waiting to hear His words of wisdom. He enters the
salon. Everyone is on his feet. A silence falls upon the audience. The air is now spiritual. As soon as
He enters the room one feels His radiant Presence. Then He speaks on the three kinds of Baptisms.
Baptism with the water of life; Baptism with the Fire of the Love of God and Baptism with the
Spirit of God. It was a wonderful address; its tone lofty, its words heavenly. For you well know that
the language of the Master belongs to another world.

Walk to Battersea Park

Then Mrs Cropper is ready again with her auto, taking our Beloved with Mirza Dawoud®, the
translator of the Mysterious Forces of Civilization **®> and Lady Blomfield to Battersea Park. There
He walks around the lovely Park, and around the lake for an hour.

Lunch Served by Lady Blomfield 's Daughters; Rest; Persians Scattered

On His return we have lunch, our charming hostess presiding and her two daughters serving. After
the lunch the Master goes to His room to sleep for a while; the Persians being scattered, some
writing letters, others tal king together till nearly 5 pm.

Tea and its Custom

The Master comes out; the tea is served and again we are happy. Here in England, the people are
strong on afternoon tea, even the families without having any callers serve tea at the appointed
hour in the afternoon. So often we take advant age of this custom and after having tea with the
Master, we drink another cup with the hostesses As the Beloved said to Mrs C. Kinney "beating at
the same time on two drums " or as the English say"killing two birds with one shot. "

Hon. Sir Tracy , Psychic Questions

Hon. Sir Tracy*®’®, the second son of some English Lord comes to see our Master. For the moment

He is out, then He comes. This man has travelled throughout India and his mind is full of psychic

knelt to receive the blessing of the Servant of God - who stood with extended arms - his wonderful voice rising and falling in the silence with the
power of his invocation. As the Archdeacon said: "Truly the East and the West have met in t his sacred place tonight. " The hymn "O God our help in
ages past' was sung by the entire assembly standing, as Abdu'l-Baha and the Archdeacon passed down the aisle to the vestry hand in hand. " [#Abdul-
Baha in Londor]. Biography: Basil Wilberforce. a memoi r by George Russel| 1917, pp204° ? ¢ hnd Archdeacon Wilberforce, his ideals and teaching by
Charlotte Woods, 1917, pp192° P 4f

L The AT makes the resolution that what now follows is addressed to the Archdeacon rather than the Lady.
72 #My Bahdi Pilgrimage .
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ideas. He asks far two hours questions on all the conceivable subjects: on music on
‘depersonalization®’*, on psychology, on concentration, on spiritualism, on reincarnation , on
Mohammad, on trance etc. etc. Such questions brought forth from the Beloved many elucidating
answers which will be wonderfully helpful when they are  published. As Our Beloved was invited to
go to Miss Jacks'”® Studio®’®, therefore we advised®” Him it is better to keep some of His energy
for that meeting.

Meeting at Miss Jack's

On Spiritual Heedlessness; Cow Lion and Farmer; Fullness of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l-Bahds Anxiety at His Ascension

At 7.45 Mrs Cropper comes with her auto to take the Master to the meeting. Today w e had our
supper earlier and so the Master was not at the table. Haji Ameen told us the story of the "Cow and
lion and the farmer " which was much enjoyed.

At Miss Jacks studio®’® there were many people. Our Beloved spoke on the heedlessness of the
people about the spiritual things, their su bmersion in the sea of passion and lust, their negligence
of God and their utter ignorance of that which is ennobling and exalt ed. On our way to Miss Jack's
studio, in answer to an inquiry from Mrs Cropper, Abdul Baha said: "I am full of Baha-o llah! My
thought, my mind and heart are dedicated to Baha -o llah. Before His departure | was full of fear
and anxiety for the day when this separation is realized. The Separation has come and now no
sorrow or happiness will ever move me from the one position which is the Love and adoration of
Bahaollah."

How Haji Ameen met Baha 'u'llah at Akka

After the meetings, the friends asked Haji Ameen to tel | them how He met Baha-ollah the first
time. With the permission of the Master he told us that portion of his life which deals with his trip

to Constantinople, and there hearing that Baha -ollah being sent away from Adrianople to Acca,
going there, arriving about 10 days after the arrival of the Blessed Perfection. It was a mo st
thrilling story.

Tea; Early Years in Akka; Closing

Tea and cake was served. Returning home Abdul Baha told us another wonderful story of the early
years of the prison of Acca, how He was enabled to take Baha-ollah out of the prison in the parks
outside of Acca

Then His supper was served by the ever faithful Sayad Assadollah
The Love of Abdul Baha
Ahmad

A SeeAppendix p200 for extended conversation(s) held some time during this day.
27 Dec - 200 Poor Mothers and Children
Friday

Weather : $ overcast, raining, misty; overcast, with showers during day ; moderate wind; 3mm
rain; no bri ght sunshine.

57 presumably Charles Hanbury -Tracy, The Hon., 4th Baron Sudeley (1840 Brighton - 1922, m.1868)°, was educated for the navy, but became an
MP and peer; he is "'remembered for his untiring and successful efforts to promote the popularizing of museums and other national connections... | n
1910 [he] took up the question of the better educational use of museums and picture galleries... underred by opposition or inertia, he pursued this
object with great perseverance, and had the gratification of seeing his proposals widely and successfully adopted. Under his  untiring advocacy the
use of museums gradually developed into an educational inustrument of recognized and increasing potency... In local affairs he was always ready to
lend his aid to any good cause... In private life he possessed a remarkable charm of manner, and his unfailing courtesy to al | and sundry went far to
realize Chaucer's picture of the very perfect gentle night. " [#Times, 1922-12-11, p14, Obituary .]

374 depersonalization " = a state in which one no longer perceives the reali ty of one's self or one's environment, and the world becomes vague,
dreamlike or lacking significance [#Wik].

575 OT: "told", AT: "I requested"; 'advised' has been used to keep the grammar of the original with the spirit of the correction.
376 137a High Street, Kensington possibly.
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December 27th 1912
Dear Harriet!

London Coal Smog

This was a cloudy day, rainy, cold, dark and very disagreeable. One thing in London is a sign of the
last century. The houses and apartments have no water-heating system and almost every room has
a fire place in which coal is burned all day and night. This naturally adds a great deal to the bulk of
smoke which hangs over the horizon of London practically all the time. They tell me there are
nearly 8 million inhabitants in this city and if we let us say that at least there are 2 million
chimneys vomiting smoke day and night all winter, then you can imagine what k ind of weather
people enjoy here. This is of course aside from the big smoke-turrets of the many factories which
are within the bound s of the city limit. Almost every day at 4 o'clock darkness covers the earth and
the mantle o f the evening falls over all nature. Days are short. Darkness is intense.

On America; Baha'is There
This morning the Master speaking with Haji Ameen about America said:

There | was busy day and night. America is another world. The meetings and gatherings were of
another nature. One cannot compare them with anywhere else. The American people are very
progressive. They are alive. They are active. They are striving. Their heads are full of modern
ideas. They are all free. Praise be to God that in every city that | visited there were Bahais,
except Salt Lake City>’’. All the friends are attracted and enkindled, in some cities mo re than
the others but they are all good. They are all serving God and they spread the Message of the
Kingdom.

Delegate to Balkan Peace Conference
Just before ten one of the Delegates to the Peace Conference'’* as regards the Balkans called on
the Master and had a private interview. After half an hour he left the Holy Presence.

On Turkey to the Persians; Enc ouragements to Some Friends

Then the Master coming in the room where the Persianswere gathered, spoke a great deal about
Turkey and its ancient glory. He told us two or three stories about the mistakes which the  former
leaders and diplomatists used to commit. The stories containing wit and humor made us laugh a

great deal.

Then some friends were introduced to the Master each one of whom received a few words of
comfort, encouragement and blessings.
Duchess and Two Daughters

Then a Duchesswhose name | forget called on the Master with her two daughters. He caressed and
loved the little one and spoke to their mother how to educate them. Answering a question He
said:- | serve the Cause of divine Civilization. | have travelled throughout America and Europe in
order to serve this Cause.

Reverend from Liberia , Racial Unity , Given American Contacts

Afterward a color ed Minister Rev J. Edmenstone Barnes '8 from Liberia®’®, Africa was introduced.
The Master spoke to him about His addresses in America before the various gatherings of colored

37; Salt Lake City ® " the capital of Utah, is a Mormon City toward the west of the USA which Abdu'l -Baha visited 29-30 Sep 1912[#Mahmuds Diary
E] X]t

578 Rev. Isaac Edmestone Barnes (1857 Jamaica -1930, m.1885) (newspapers at times using the diary spelling) was the son of Jamaican coffee
planters, who studied at various times theology, surveying, civil engineering, diamond mineralogy, working in these areas i n prominent positions in
numerous notable companies in diverse countries, eventually becoming fluent in many languages and rich, though he never lived ostentatiously, and
a virtuoso musician and harpist. With a Christadelphan outlook, he visited and settled in Britain at various times, visiting many towns, lecturing
without script on biblical topics to enthusiastic audiences. , promoting an egalitarian, raceless, unhierarchical, unviolent Biblical approach to
spiritual revival, and recruiting help and funding for agricultural and religious institutes in Liberia, which were prevented by the World War. He was
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people, in Howard University*®, His interest in the cau se of this better understanding between the
white and the colored races. This Minister may come later on to  America®®* and the Master has
given to him the address of Brother Ed Kinney*® of New York and Mr L. Gregory***? of Washington.
He is a tall man with beard, very intelligent and earnest speaker. He is much attracted t o the
Teachings and is in full sympathy with all the Bahai principles.

Natalie Barney, Her Potential
Miss Natalie Barney** had an interesting interview with  the Beloved.

"God has deposited in you a great capacity. But you must spend this power and capacity in its
own place which may vyield results. God has given you a powerful seed, you must sow it in a
pure soil which may bring you many harvests' He spoke to her along these lines for quite a
while.

Noon Address on the Word being Christ

People by this time have gathered in the hall. He goes in. He speaks onthe Meaning of the "Word".
Why Christ was called the "Word"? What was the reason? Because the'Word" is comprehensive of
all the significances, while a detached, single letter is meaningless. After the address several
people desired to have in terviews! "All right ". He says.

Drive to Park; Children in the Park with Prams

Mrs Cropper waited patiently till the Interviews were over and then the Master descending the
stairs with Mirza Mahmoud and myself drove to the Park. It was not raining, but the clouds
gathered in the horizon threatened impending rain. The grass in the Park was very green. As He
walked along the lake a number of children passed by some driving the baby carriages. He called
them to Himself and in the palm of the hand of each He puts half a shilling **°. They are all made
happy. To Mrs Cropper, then He speaks about Persia and the Persian Bahais how the salvation of
that country depends upon the Movement and how the believers will arise later on to serve  Persia

Doctor Sharan a Psychic Healer ; Lunch

Upon our return a Doctor <Sharars®®* was presented to our Beloved. Through the power of the
mind and the spirit he has been able to heal many insane people . They tell us he is a wonderful
man and in this fashion has served the community very much. At lunch he sits beside the Master
and talks about the system through whic h he casts out the evil spirit. The Master tells us **°
interestingly how in Persia the "Devil catchers" exorcise and cast out the evil spirit through
incantations and priestly ceremonies. After lunch He takes the Doctor into His private room and
he tells the Master the "foundation of his beliefs ".

described as very tall, very thin, and having a prodigious memory , and he achieved exceptional social stan ding despite societal prejudices of the
times. A moving picture of the man can be gleaned from this news report shortly after his visit to Abdu’'l  -Baha : "UPLIFT WORK IN LIBERIA. Little West
African Republic Needs Better Educational Facilities. Dr. J. Edmen stone Barnes of Liberia, ex-minister of public works, now president and director of

the Society For the Establishment and Maintenance of the Liberian Industrial Training Institution and Schools, gave a twenty  minute talk Monday
night, May 11, in Cleveland hall chapel at the Hampton (Va.) institute. Dr. Barnes dwelt briefly upon the history of Liberia and very forcibly brought

to the attention of his audience the condition of the aborigines, who comprise 70 per cent of the population of over 1,500,00 0. Owing to lack of
funds no provision has been made for taking civilization back in the hinterland to the tribes there who are anxious to be edu  cated. Dr. Barnes
expects when he returns to Liberia to establish elementary schools in suitable centers and also a hig her industrial school at some healthful location

in the hinterland. " [#Oxford DNB quote from #Indianapolis Recorder, 23 May 1914.

57 Liberia ® %, a country in the middle of the west coast of Africa.

380 Abdu'l-Baha visited Howard University Rankin Chapel, Washington DC % on 23 Apr 1912 [#Mahmuds Diary ° " *'and gave a historic address to a
racially mixed audience on the reality of the oneness of mankind and the profit that would come to Blacks and Whites should t  hey both recognize
their collecti ve strength in their harmonious interaction.

%1 He certainly visited in 1914.

%2 | ouis George Gregory (US: 18741951y B3 Wwas an African-Amer i cath Bawyger and posthumous hand of the
Faith's history. With infinite patience and gentleness he made a special commitment to racial reunificat  ion, travelled greatly to teach, and was on
various committees. "Many a Baha teacher seeking an opening to teach has been met with the words: "O yes! We know Mr. Gregory and we love

him. If you are a friend of his, you are welcome. " [#Bahdi World, v12, p666-670.]

BHalf a shill2im2pi8euarencydRPh.ut A

384 Doctor Sharan - Possibly a (visiting?) Indian doctor?

35 AT: "him".
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Meeting of 60 Poor Mothers of London ; "He's a Jolly Good Fellow *

About 4.30 we have tea with the Master and at 5 Miss Herori®®, an American girl who lives with Mrs
Cropper brings the auto for the Master to go to **’ the meeting of the poor mothers of London. The
other day He was invited ™° by the wife *** of the Minister in whose church He will speak Sunday
night. Miss Herron and Lady Blomfield are in the auto; the rest coming after us in a taxi . As we
entered the very large Hall we observed two long tables on both sides of the Hall. Nearly two
hundred poor women with their children were sitting having their dinner. The Hall is tastily
decorated. Lady Blomfield ascended the platform and speaks a few words to them, about riches
and poverty and how this man of G od from the Holy Land has come to bless them. Then the Master
walks out of the private room and not ascending the platform He is walking through the length of
the Hall speaking to them words of comfort and happiness. As He walks here and there like an
angel of Peace He stops, caresses and loves this child, kisses the other. The children were all
small, some milk-suckling babes. The mothers looked poor and haggard. Then He began to
distribute shillings **® amongst the children. He started from one side, each child receiving one
shilling. Many of them literally believed that St Claus has come down from heaven, distributing
coins amongst them. | was following the Master all along. He had His pocket full of shillings and
every now and then His blessed hand would go into His pocket and bring out fresh supply. Some of
the children were really darlings, very beautiful. Now we reach a boy of four years. He has a paper
cap on his head. The Master laughingly takes it away from his head and puts it o n mine. There
everyone is greatly amused and all have a good laugh.

Then He gives a half-shilling to the boy for the hat. | enclose the same as a token of remembrance.
As the Master gives His final blessings to all those delighted mothers, they all spontaneously rise
from their seats and give "three cheers" for Abdul Baha. Then they sing the song of "he is a jolly
good fellow". In the au to the Master expresses His absolute happiness over the meeting. "l love the
poor. Take me always to such gatherings. | am most delighted over this gathering. This morning a
very prominent man came to see me, but | was not made as happy as over this meetin g.

A [Louise Heron-Oliphant:] THROUGH an insistent rain and blustering wind, the motor bore us across the Albert
Bridge®*® to the borough of Battersea. We turned fr om one of the important highways into a dark, narrow, drizzling
street, to stop before an inviting open door. The Cedar Club Houseis maintained by the Women's Service League a
noble institution of devoted workers, who provide sustaining food to toiling mothers and see to it that their children
receive the best nourishment during the first year of their lives. A similar stratum of this poverty is unknown to
American communities. In London and other great cities of the Old World a pall of hopelessness seems almost to
overshadow human effort that offers alleviation, for there are generations of pauperism with its deep -rooted evils.
The fine courage of these benefactors and their zeal in preserving life despite the ever -hovering discouragement, mark
their influence as a spiritual reality.

Here it was that Abdul -Baha chose to spend the remaining hours of an afternoon. We entered a large assembly room,
radiant and warm with the spirit of Christmas cheer. Masses of green and red decoration repeated, as it were, the
seasoris welcome. At two great tables, spread the length of the long walls, were seated nearly sixty women with over
a hundred little folk . There were evidences of a substantial high tea, the major part of the feasting being over.

A platform, near the door through which we passed, held the usual paraphernalia fo r speakers. Abdul-Baha was
expected to deliver an address from this formal elevation, but as the real friend of the poor, he walked straight among
them, into the body of the room. This, at once established the charm of comradeship. With light characteristi C step,
he walked up and down the center aisle, his eyes and smile beamed happiness. As he mingled with them, his words
were translated: "l am very glad to be among you, who are blessed in God's name with children . They are the true signs
of his spiritual love. The most divine gifts of God. These little ones will grow to be fruitful trees. We must look to them

for the founders of many beautiful families. Let their education be directed in the ways of purity and useful service.

Here are the seeds of the future race and upon them may be granted God 's blessing."

%% Miss Louise Heron-Oliphant (1886 California - ?), daughter of Mary E. Heron [#This Diary, 18 Jan; #Abdul-Baha in the West].

37 Cedars Club House, 106A High Street (Battersea) °"¢®MaRyas a "Working Girls' & Boys Club", grew out of a club for factory girls in the 1880s by
Canon Erskine Clarke initially a parish room also used as a boysand girls' ragged school, it was rebuilt in 1906 " solidly and plainly... in red brick,
with a street -corner facing of green glazed brick. It contained separate club rooms for boys and girls, and a chapel on the  attic floor with a simple
scissorstruss roof", the neighbouring Cedars (at 108) being the clergy house. | n 1912 it was bought by the trustees, and Nesta Lloyd took up
residence, fitting up a 'beautiful ' chapel there, and presumably meeting Abdu'l-Baha on this occasion. It later become the Cedar Institute and now
the Katherine Low Settlement. [ #Web, ucl.ac.uk ; #P01913 Suburbs, Streets, p144 (pdf151)]

A shilling5im2d18 cuardnoy (RPI). A
389 Albert Bridge ° M2 facross the Thames, touching the NW of Battersea Park.
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Abdul-Baha stopped at the end of one table, patted the head of a wan®® little child in its mother's arms. A tiny hand
stretched out and the Master gently closed it over a bright ne w shilling. Down the long rows of women and children he
passed from one to another, pausing a few moments to bless each little upturned face, and bestow a silver coin. The
remarkably tender hands caressed a baby's cheek or chin. One could hear him pronounce distinct words of comfort to
the tiniest members of the audience. In the arms of one mother were twin children almost completely detached in
sleep from the ceremonies of the moment. The Master bent over them, placing two  pieces of money under the rosy
chins - two pairs of deep blue eyes opened wide in the spell of wonder.

The absence of tears from the many wee souls, who are not given to complacently accepting strange faces, singularly
illustrates the infinite sincerity of  the very young, who respond to the same quality that is ever present in matured

spiritual character. One noticed, too, the thoughtful gaze of the = women as they watched the distinguished visitor in

white turban and brown burnous®**, moving in their midst. It is often too true that the very poor are keenly suspicious

of foreigners, especially if their mission is a religious one, but Abdul -Baha brings into every environment a profound
truth and sympathy that seems to crush the barriers, raised by isolated imaginations.

The expression of tolerant, grateful, understanding was in the very faces of these people. No one could have desired a
more cordial co-operation than was tendered to the M aster by the assembled members of Cedar Club. A vote of
thanks, followed by a volume of accordant cheers, marked the departure of Abdul -Baha.

As we drove away he said, "I am truly happy when among the gatherings of the poor . It brings full joy to my heart. |
come in contact with those in high stations of life, and those rich in worldly possessions, but my joy is in being with
those who are in material poverty, for their sufferings draw them near  er to God in spiritual gain. "%

Poor Sent to Raid Food Shop

When we arrived home He told us the story of a shopkeeper’®® near his home in Acca. One Friday
morning the poor of Acca gathered around the house. They said we are very hungry. | cannot cook
food for you just now, the Master says. But all of you may go and pillage the store near by. | will be
responsible for it. Imagine these hungry peopl e attacking the store. They pillage the fruits, the
candies, the rice, everything. The storekeeper not knowing what has happened tried to prevent
them, but they went for him with a club. Like a mad man he was crying Oh! people! Shame upon
you! Is there no law! No one to keep back these ravening wolves! Meanwhile the Master standing at
a vantage ground was amusing himself at the sight! "They were so hungry" he said "that they ate
the oranges with their skins and the raw rice " Afterwards the storekeeper was taken to the Master
and when he left His Presence he was very glad that his store was ransacked. *3%

Friday Meeting on Solidarity of Humankind

At eight o'clock there was another meeting in Lady Blomfield's drawing room. She has these
meetings every Friday night and this was rather her regular meeting. The Master again spoke on
the Solidarity of humankind and incited them to work for the welfare and the progress of the
people of the world.

There were many distinguished people in the audience and afterward several of them met the
Master individually.
The Day

This was altogether a very memorable day, on account of the meeting of the poor mothers. The
Masters Mercy and Bounty descend upon all the people alike without any distinction of race or
color.

Slaps on the Cheek!

| get almost everyday a slap either on the left cheek or on the right cheek. This He calls my
"wages'. If by any untoward event | do not get a slap in a day or two, He comes suddenly toward
me as | am standing and smilingly strikes one two or three slaps, sometimes before a large ¢ rowd

30 wan = pale (related to 'waning' moon).

%1 burnous = burnoose = hooded mantle or cloak.

392 | (ouise) Heron Oliphant writing in #Star of the West, 1913-02-07, p9, PDF3 p359° ".
393 AT: "restaurant keeper".

3941t may seem odd that Abdu'l -Baha should send people out to pillage a shop (but make up for it to the shopkeeper), but they were clearly very
hungry - eating rice raw - such that it stands as a testimony to Abdu 'l-Baha's immediacy of understanding for people's desperate needs and his simple
and decisive solutions that solve their problems.


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_3/Issue_18/Text

of people. 'Oh! You have not been getting your wages for the last two or three days. Here is one,
two, three " and He leaves the room laughing, all the people laughing. *3%°
Dreyfuses Depart; Plans for Edinburgh and Paris

Mon. and Madame Dreyfus are going to leave for Paris in a day or two. After our return from
Edinburgh, Scotland, the Master may stay three or four days in London, and then on the 15th or the
16th*%® we will start Paris-ward.

Bahai love to all the friends
Ahmad

28 Dec - Persian Meal

Saturday

Weather : $ cloudy; overcast throughout day ; moderate wind; 2.3mm r ain; no bright sunshine.
December 28th 1912

Dear Harriet!

Getting Used to London Weather ; Sohrab's Beatitudes

We are getting little by little used to London and its fluctuating weather. Nowadays there is a
premium on the sun and we don't mind it becaus e the Sun of Reality is resplendent with all its heat
and rays in all phenomena: Those souls who are awakened by the touch of the spirit become
responsive to all the higher vibrations of the Sun. Being in a state of receptivity and polish, they
reflect the full splendor and effulgence of that eternally glorious Reality.

Blessed are those who have hearkened to this Voice which is being reverberated around the earth!

397

Blessed are those who have beheld this Luminary which is shining betwixt *°* the heaven and the

earth!

Blessed are those who are stirred by the gentle breeze which is being wafte d from the abode of
the Spirit!

Blessed are those who have immersed themselves in the Sea of divine Light!

Blessed are those who have broken the cage of self and desire soaring toward the apex of heavenly
sanctity!

Blessed are those who have drunk the life -giving water from the hand of the Cup -bearer of
Eternity!

Blessed are those who have attained to the station of self -sacrifice!
Blessed ae those who have sat at the table which has descended from On High!

Blessed are those who have obtained a goodly portion from the Gifts and the Bestowals of the
Almighty in this Radiant Century!

3% presumably enlivening pats, matching the audience's laughter, akin to the oriental way of greeting by tuggin g the cheeks; He sometimes gave
these pats to others. Sohrab is recorded elsewhere describing this in a dream, and clearly loved to receive them: " When | went to bed | was in
despair. | couldn't even pray. | just said to the Master, '"You must tell me what to do. | can 't work it out for myself. ' Then | went to sleep. " He paused
a moment and | saw tears come to his eyes, then he went on: "I found myself in the hotel at Tiberias where | used to stop with Abdul Baha. | was
working on my Diary and | noticed a great sweetness coming in through the window. ‘The Master must be near," | thought, 'l will go out and look for
his foot -prints on the sands and place my own feet into them. ' On reaching the shore, | saw the sea in commotion and out of the waves rose Abdul
Baha. His turban and beard were wet. He approached over the waters and joined me, and his turban and beard had become dry. 'We will walk
together, ' he said. We walked by the Sea of Galilee and the Master turned and slapped my che ek as he used to do. 'Khehleh Khoub, Mirza Ahmad! Are
you happy? 'Very happy, Master.' He continued: "You have much for which to be grateful to Baha -O-Llah, and to show your gratitude, you must do
what she wants. You must teach the Cause. Great blessings will follow. ' He withdrew over the waters which had become smooth as glass, and
disappeared in the sea." [#Gaslight to Dawn, 171].

3% On 22 Jan 1913. This expectation of an early departure explains the early Farewell Meeting of 11 Jan, p  143.
%7 betwixt = between



Verily their eyes have witnessed the brilliant light s of the Lord of Mankind! Their ears have heard
the soul-enrapturing music of the spheres! Their hearts are filled with the Jewelled -mysteries of
the Kingdom of God! Their minds are the depositories of the Knowledge of God! Their souls are the
light -bestowing torches of the Fire of the Love of God! They are the faithful servants in the divine
Vineyard! They are the heralds of the Cause! They are the proofs and evidences of this Reality!
They are the stars of the heaven of Baha.

Jew Turned Christian

This morning interviews were numerous, covering a wide range of thoughts and interests. Amongst
them was the interview of a Jew who has become a Protestant missionary. He is a Persian, an
intellig ent man and very zealous in his ideas. Our Beloved talked with him from his own
standpoint, giving him an outline of His address in the Jewish synagogue of SarFrancisco*’. He
was very much attracted and pleased. "All that | heard this morning " he said afterwards "was pure
Christianity ."

Noon Address on the Nature and Manifestation of God

It was past 12 when Our Beloved entered the drawing room. Many people had left owing to the
lateness of hour but a goodly number was there yet. He spoke on the impossibility of knowing God
except through the Manifest ations of His Names and attributes; He demonstrated that the Bounties
of God are not suspended for one second; just as the attributes of the Sun are heat and rays,
likewise the vir tues and perfections of God are constantly pouring upon the world. We ca nnot
argue that there was a time when the Sun shone forth with all its splendor and now it  has ceased
giving light! This is absurd and ridiculous! In the same manner God has always caused the
appearance of the Manifestations of His Names and attribut es and He will do again in the future as
He has done in the present, etc etc.

The Jewish Protestant Missionary was present and he was most pleased with the address.

Walk in Battersea Park; Leisure for Sohrab and Persians ; Lunch; Rest

After the meeting the Master went out with  Mrs Cropper, Sayad Assadollah and <Nayyar>
Effendi* 3% to Battersea Park for His constitutional. In a way this was the first day that | found  one
hour of leisure, so with Haji Ameen and another Persian roamed for one hour around the avenues.
On our return we had lunch, Mrs Cropper sitting beside Our Beloved. The lunch brought to a close

the Master went to take His nap.

Catching Up on Old Correspondence from Alexandria

About 5 o'clock Haji Ameen and a few other Persians were in the room. The Master came in and the
tea was served by Sayad Assadollah All afternoon the Master was reading the letters which He took
with himself from Alexandria to America, never getting a moment all this time to read them.

World Could Have Been Baha'iin Baha'u'llah's Time; Poor
One of His most significant statement s after we drunk tea was this: -

"If the believers of God had lived in accord with the good Pleasure of the Blessed Perfection, all
the people of the world would have been Bahais now and each one of the friends of God was
shining and luminous like the sun. The Blessed Beauty caused the appearance of the Sun of
Reality. Praise be to God we are friends with all. We love all. He broke all the imaginary
limi tations between the races. He took away these fetters and chains. We love the people with
heart and soul and not only by the mere word of mouth. Last night as I looked upon those
children | loved them as much as | love my own children; nay rather | loved them more,
because they were the children of the poor. Always think of the Bounty of Baha -ollah! Ponder

M2 r z8§ Nay ydi ¥952Arfephéwnof Abdu'l-Baha. [#Abdul-Baha in the West].



over His divine Favors! He has made us all one when He uttered the wonderful words Ye are all
the leave s of one branch and the fruits of one tree.

Is humanity the Scattered Essence of God ?

Afterwards Mr Tracy®®” had a long interview with the Master: His question was: Is humanity the
scattered articles of the essence of God? The Master answered this question most wonderfully
which satisfied him but it takes several pages to write it down.

Darkness of Matter; Working for Universal lllumina  tion

With Miss Natalie Barney®** the Beloved spoke about the darkness of the hearts and the souls by the

gloom of matter and nature, encouraging her to work for the univer sal illumination of the world.

Persian Meal Together at Mirza Youhanna Davoud 's; Islamic History ; Persian Arms

Tonight we are invited to the home of Mirza Youhama Davoud®. He has a lovely Persian wife*®

and a new born baby. The wife last year travelled from Persiato London and they were married in
the Presence of the Master in Lady Blomfield's apartment *°*. Therefore Mrs Cropper sends a big
automobile and all of us drive to Mirza Davouds house which is about 1 hour far. All the Persians
are invited, arriving there we find our Persian brother and sister waiting the arrival of the King of
Kings The Master stays there till 10.30 pm. About 10> we have supper “ |
chicken etc. For all that time Our Beloved speaks on the history of Islam , various stories in
connection with the spread of that religion, the interesting events of the revolution of Persia and

her present hel plessness.Mirza Davoud shows the Master the photos of a collection of Persian Arms
which are in possession of Mr Moser “°® in Switzerland. They were all ancient armors, helmets,
daggers etc.

a

The Master expresses himself as delighted with the meeting or rather the Feast; and the auto
starts homeward at 11 o'clock. On the way we pass through several illuminated streets and this
brings to the Master's mind the lighted avenues of the "New World".

Parveen Khanom to Learn Persia n to Speak with Ladies of Akka

Just before leaving Lady Blomfield 's apartment He speaks with Parveen Khanont*’ commanding her
to study Persian very thoroughly, so that when she goes to Acca she may be able to speak with the
women in their native tongue. "I desire you to become a perfect teacher, be very holy and pure as
to transform all the girls into the angels.

Here in London one can study Persian language with more facility, because there are many
Persians and it is in comparison to America more used. Please remember me to all the friends.

Ahmad

29 Dec - King's Weigh House Church
Sunday

Weather : R1 fine - rain in early morning, fine since ; moderate wind; 2.3mm rain; 2.4hr bright
sunshine.

Dec. 29. 1912

3% This Tracy appears to be the same "Hon. Sir Tracy, the second son of some English Lord" earlier on p 74, taken to be Charles Hanbury Tracy, since
he is not introduced as an arrival and his question se ems to be in the same style as earlier. All the same, the diarist has adjusted his title, and both
are long interviews close together. A Mr Tracy is mentioned having an interview in Paris on 14 Feb in #Abdu'l-Baha in France, 14 Feb 1913

“OReginaNvar  Ma h al [#Ahd§lrBaha in the West].
0L A full description of this marriage is given in  #Abdul-Baha in London, p77 ® T*!

492 AT: "9 o'clock" - probably based on a later calc ulation rather than better notes, but the OT is usually to be assumed the right one. Sohrab seems
to be well connected to the precise time, often saying such things as the "at nearly 12" just above rather than simply "12", but he probably had to
keep an eye on and hear about the time for practical reasons.

403 (Georg Heinrich) Henri Moser (1844 Russiad 1923 Switzerland) was a Swiss watchmaker, traveller and art collector; he met 'Abdul-Bah § i n P
two months later. [ #Abdul-Baha in the West.]


http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/ab/ABL/abl-38.html

Dear Harriet!

Silent Power of two United Hearts

"The language of the heart is more eloquent than the physical tongue. When two hearts are

united together astonishing results will be seen. But a perfect union is necessary. All the
phenomena speak with man, explaining to him in an eloquent tongue all the secrets of

creation ."

This was expressed by the Master when He suddenly entered in the drawing room, finding Haji
Ameen sitting with Mr Daniel Jenkyn'®’, a Bahai who has travelled 12 hours*** to see Our Beloved.
"How were you speaking together" the Master inquires. "l was talking with him wit h the language of
the Spirit" Haji Ameen answers. Then the above observation. How true it is that spiritual thought,
divine idealism and celestial atmosphere bring the people near to each other, as no other earthly
instrument can. A subtle, invisible union is realized which is not so much the result of words or
association but the fruit of the Spirit! May all of us attain  to that station of true vision!

Radiating Happiness to All

The Master every morning radiates happiness and joy. He helps the souls to behold the reality
which is immutable and changeless. He transforms the ungodly to be godlike, the poor to become
rich and diffuses far and wide the Fragrances of the Rose -Garden of Love. He strives to help every
human being without money and price *“°®. He sheds the refulgent “°° rays of His Love upon the just
and the unjust alike. He inspires every person with love and service. In His hand He holds the
searchlight of wisdom and knowledge. In His heart He treasures the sparkling jewels of truth and
tenderness. In His life and teachings we observe how the Eternal has become vocal. He is guiding
humankind away from the yawning chasms and dreadful precipices into the green pastures,
delightful streams, and verdant meadows where contentment and peace reigns supreme. Life
without the effulgence of His Care and Love is not worth living. His Compassion is unlimited, His
divine Bounties are resplendent.

Representative from the "Standard"; Indian Prince; Indi a

This morning a Representative from the "Standard**°’ called on the Master. For nearly one hour and

a half Our Beloved talked with him and he asked many interesting q uestions. While the Master was
speaking a Prince from India was announced. He wore his proverbial big turban on his head. He sat,
listening carefully to all that the Master had to say to the journalist . He gave him a review of the
principles of the Movement, illustrating each point with eloquent spiritual words. The article may
come out tomorrow . If so, | will send you one.

When the journalist left, the Master spoke with our distinguished guest, the Indian Prince. The
subject was naturally India, its future development and progress and the freedom of its people
from blind dogmas and superstitions. Our Indian guest expressed his delight and happiness at being
present during the interview with the Correspondent; because in this way he listened very
attentively to the unfolding of the Bahai teachings, and thinking of the time when these excellen  t
precepts are put in practice.

%4 The journey from Cornwall was 400 km and perhaps involved a number of changes and waits, and maybe a certain amount of walkin g, which he
enjoyed.

%5 e. without using money or requiring money in return. Sohrab notes to a later introduction to the tour: " Probably Abdul Baha was the first
Oriental lecturer who never received a cent for his talks. Often institutions were willing to pay, even as much as $500 which was an enormous price
in those days, but the Master would just laugh at the though t. "I have not come to America to collect money " he would say, "but only pure hearts and
dedicated minds. " Incidentally he never passed a collection plate without putting at least $5.00 into it. When he visited the Bowerie Mission i n New
York, he placed a shining fifty cent piece into every hand. Although these poor waifs had never heard of Abdul Baha before that night, at the ¢ lose
of the meeting it was impossible to buy back one of these coins for double the value. " [#My Bahdi Pilgrimage, p96].

% refulgent = shining brightly; radiant; gleaming.
7 The Standard ® ¥ was the main London regional newspaper, begun on 21 May 1827 now called the Evening Standard [#Wik].


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evening_Standard

Farewell to Mr and Mrs Dreyfus

During part of the above interview Mirza Ahmad Kharn**, and Madame Dreyfuswere also present.
Mon. and Madame Dreyfusare leaving today at 2 o'clock for Paris. Having had their interview with
Our B(?ul)gved we bade them farewell till we meet in  Paris, probably about the middle of t he next
month™".

Noon Address on the London Weather and Spiritual Conditions of the Heart

Then the meeting. The Master took as His subject the London weather and spoke on the spiritual
condition s of the hearts and the souls. It was a very wonderful address and the large number of
people who have gathered there enjoyed it very much.

Daniel Jenkyn, Resurrection of Christ

After the meeting Mr Daniel Jenkyn'®, a very noble, enthusiastic Bahai had an interview. He asked
a question about the resurrection of Christ from the tomb . The Master gave him a very beautiful
and powerful explanation which is really worth memorizing. As he knows shorthand he wrote it
down and | may get a copy to send you. This young man is more like a Persian Bahai, very
attracted, very good. | loved him very much. He serves th e Cause in many different ways.

On Midday Walks; Woodcock Family Living Quietly

Mrs Cropperis ready every day at 12 o'clock to take the Master in her automobile for a drive in the
Park. Today, however, Our Beloved expressed the wish to call on Mr. Mrs and Miss Woodcock at
Grafton Hotel “°. The doctor has ordered them to be quiet **°, so they do not come to the
meetings. With Mrs Cropper, Mirza Ahmad Khanand myself were in the company of the Master. As
we entered the Grafton Hotel we met Mrs Woodcock She led Our Beloved to the reception room
and sent word to Mr Woodcock to come down. Later on Miss Woodcockcame from a walk. He Abdul
Baha talked with them about America, especially about His visit to Mr Chases® tomb*? Mrs
Woodcock said she hada letter from Mr. or*** Mrs Bourgeois' ***. They wanted to be remembered to
him. "Yes! Yes! Good man! Good womari He says in English. Then He tells them about His
vegetarian dinner at their table in Englewood'”. We stayed there over half an hour and after each

drinking a cup of coffee we left them in good spirit and cheer s.

Walk; America; Jupiter; Greek Mythology; Persian Philosophy

Driving by Hyde Park’®? the Master expressed the wish of walking for a few moments. Just in the

front of the Park there was a statue of Jupiter **°, immortalizing the defeat of Napoleon™’ in
Waterloo**®. This Statue prompted the Master to tell us the origin of Greek mythology |, their
Olympic Deities, the formation of the heavenly constellations according to th e ancient school of
astronomy “*° etc. Then He branched off in the sudden efflorescence of Persian and Arabic

% Abdu'l-Baha on arrival in Paris on 21 Jan went straight to the Dreyfuses home [#Abdul-Baha in France].
% Grafton Hotel, 1 30 Tottenham Court Road ° ™2 Pthen as now [ #P01914].

“0AT: "live very quietly". It is peculiar that all three have been given this order. On an earlier and later occasion in the di ary when they are
encountered the author pointedly says they are looking/feeling well, which  must be due to their condition for he point this out for others.

“1Thornton "T h § bChase® W (1847 Massachusetts- 1912 Los Angeles, m. 1880 wa's t h e'2(1894) of WestBria badkground, and a prominent
one. He organi zedaaomtainyi Biadhg i n ISsSHAWKklago and Los Ange

“12 AT: "Mr Thornton Chase' tomb in Los Angeles™' ™9
43 AT: "and".

414 Jean-Baptiste Louis Bourgeois (1856-1930f“ar chi t ect 2f Té mel & aihéd ME wifenddite t(1876-1971); Abdu'l-Baha stayed at
their home (as the diary n otes). [ #Abdull-Baha in the West].

“150n 13 Jul 1912 [#¥Mahmuds Diary, ch 5]; Englewood is in Denver, Colorado in the US ®“2P

416 Wellington Monument ° is a statue of the Greek Achilles, in the South East corner of Hyde Park Perhaps in those days it was known as the statue
of Jupiter.

“17 Napoleon Bonaparte ° V (176931821) French Emperor and conqueror of a large part of Europe.

“18 At the Battle of Waterloo ° W (18 Jun 1815) in Belgium where Napolean Bonaparte was finally defeated in his wars of expansion into and across the
world [#Wik].

49 AT: "astrology”.


http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.524255,-0.137711,16&ttl=130%20Tottenham%20Court%20Road%20(Grafton%20Hotel,%2029%20Dec%201912)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thornton_Chase
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/imgsrch.php?q=%22thornton%20chase%22%20grave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Bourgeois_(architect)
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=39.643637,-104.991354,11&ttl=Englewood%20(Denver,%20Colorado)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellington_Monument,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_I_of_France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Waterloo
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philosophy in Bokhara™® and Samarkand?* where they built large universities which sent out many

thinkers and scholars.

Lunch; Head for Miss Gamble 's; Address on Headlessness and Materialism

Returning home we had a lovely lunch, all kinds of delicacies and at five o'clock, the Master, Mr
Jenkyn'® who stayed with us for lunch, Mrs Cropper, Sayad Assadollahand myself started for the
house of Miss Gamblé *** where many people were gathered and Our Beloved delivered a very
powerful address” 7! on the heedlessness of man and his submesion in the sea of materialism.

King's Weigh House Church on Love and Peace; Little Girl at Miss Gamble's

Returning from Miss Gamblés home the Master rested an hour before going to King's Weigh House
Church’®. While we were at Miss Gambles there was a little girl which attracted the Master 's
attention. He beckoned her to himself, gave her several shillings “*, kissed her and talked with her

in the English language.

About a quarter to **® eight we were in the church. First the Master wa s taken into the private

room*?® which is connected with the church. While we were sitting in this room the  Minister®° they
tell me gave a very beautiful introduction  which is put down ' %%, Then at 2 minutes after eight he
came in with his white surplices*?’ and conducted Our Beloved most reverently to the platform . It
was a very lovely church. The stairs leading to the wide platform as well as the platform itself
were of pure, white marble. The Master stood in the center of the p latform looking in the faces of
the large audience. His was a heavenly picture, standing there supreme and often walking or fixing
his turban and uttering words of love and good will to all the nations and religions. The
address’ ™ made a profound impression upon the hearers. They all listened most attentively.
After the address, the Congregation sung the song of "ring out the old, ring in the new "*?®. Then the
Minister in a few words thanked the Master for His "words of life " and requested Him to close the
service by a benediction. The prayer was as regards the Balkan situation.

A [Later in Diary:] | forgot to write you yesterday that the Minister of the church last night instead of reading from the
Gospel as it is their custom, read the Tablet of Abdul Baha about Peace and love. He read it with such effect an d such
power that you could hear a pin drop. In Conservative England this is a very remarkable event, amounting to a miracle.
Today he has written a letter to Lady Blomfield a copy of which | enclose with her permission

A [Newspaper:] The announcement that Abdul Baha would be present at the evening service in the King's Weigh House
drew last Sunday a large congregation. The Eastern teacher was not present during the earlier stages of the service,
but at 7.45 Rev. E. W. Lewis went into the pulpit and prepared the way for the coming of Abdul Baha by giving a
general sketch of the rise of the Bahai movement... On the entrance of Abdul Baha the whole congregation rose to
their feet and stood while Mr. Lewis in a brief sente nce conveyed their greetings to the Master. Abdul Baha then
advanced to the front of the chancel, with his interpreter behind him, and spoke animatedly and impressively, the
interpreter translating as the address proceeded. The Master appeared to be quite at home, pacing backwards and
forwards in the intervals between the sentences... Abdul Baha went on to speak of love as the greatest power in the
world to bring about unity, peace, and the federation of man. A brief sentence or two from Mr. Lewis brought t he
service to a close. **°

420 pukhara® " in Uzbikistan, 500 km NE of Iran. "' f#Wik].
421 samarkand® V in Uzbikistan, 600 km NE of Iran [#Wik].

22 Miss Annie Eliza Gamble (1848 Calcutta, India - 1947). This event was in East Putney according to the transcript of the Address Sohrab provides

(p202), a journey of 7km °7".She had a boarding house at 25 Highbury Hill [#P01914] but this was not in Putney [ #This Diary, address]. In Putney or

nearby, one finds a Miss Gambleat 38 Santos Road "?*Green House, East Sid¢ (but also a Mr Gamble at 33 Rusholme Road [#Abdu'l-Baha by
Balyuzi full name; #Abdul-Baha in the West].

42 King's Weigh House Church®%?®' ™n Duke Street ® M2 Pin the junction with Weighhouse Street and Binney Street, was 3.5 km®’ ' Rorth of Lady
Blomfield's.

424 3 shillings w a s14 iA 2018 currency (RPI).

%5 OT: "of", AT: "to".

426 AT: "chapel to rest".

“2" surplice = white, very broad -sleeved, loose over-garment warn by clergy and church choir members.

%8 Ring Out the OId... ®%is a poem by Tennyson sung or read to ring out with church bells the old year and all its ills and thus ring in the new year
and its potentials to be far better  [#Wik].

429 |_ater in the Diary on 30 Dec, p 88.
430 Newspaper cutting, lacking identification.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bukhara
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Bukhara
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samarkand
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/jrnsrch.php?a=51.4939,-0.1601&b=51.458486,-0.200933&ttl=Lady%20Blomfield's%20to%20Miss%20Gamble's
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.458486,-0.200933,17&ttl=38%20Santos%20Road%20(A%20Miss%20Gamble,%2029%20Dec%201912)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King's_Weigh_House
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/imgsrch.php?q=%22King's+Weigh+House%22+Ukrainian+Catholic+Cathedral+London
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/geolink.htm?llz=51.513417,-0.150403,17&ttl=King's%20Weigh%20House%20Church,%20Duke%20Street%20(29%20Dec%201912)
http://paintdrawer.co.uk/jrnsrch.php?a=51.4939,-0.1601&b=51.513417,-0.150403&ttl=Lady%20Blomfield's%20to%20King's%20Weigh%20House%20Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_Out,_Wild_Bells

Persians Attend Wrong Church

The other Persians leaving Miss Gambles house™" go to a wrong Catholic Church. They sit through

the long, weary sermon for the Master to come out but they were disappointed. After our arrival
they came home with their story. It ma de the Master laugh very much and in connection with this
the Beloved told the story of a blind Mohamadan who goes by mistake into a Jewish synagogue. **?

Love to all Ahmad

30 Dec - Highness Maharaja of Rajnaput; Unity Feast

Monday

Weather : 7 fine and bright all day ; light wind; no rain; 3.3hr bright sunshine.
December 30th 1912

Dear Harriet!

Hundred White Birds on Battersea Park; Baha'is to Achieve Such Harmony

As we were walking behind Our Beloved today at one o'clock in Batterse a Park on the edge of the
distant lake more than a hundred white -plumed birds*** were quietly basking under the sunshine.
Looking at those birds which formed a lovely picture of peace and contentment, He pointed them
to us and said:-

"My desire and fervent prayer is to see all the believers so united and so harmonious as to

become as loving and as peaceful, as kind and as charitable towards each other as these happy

birds."He watched the birds with such tender affection, such s olicitous gaze as though they
were human beings endowed with all the finer qualities of intelligence and ineffable grace.
PerhapsHe thought they are in a way better than all of us, b ecause they are not aggressive.

Love of God and His Creation ; A Poem by Tupper

For love after all is the lesson that He teaches us. Love toward all humanity. Love for God and Love
for His creation. How often He speaks of the Love of God! "May your hearts be set aglow with the
Fire of the Love of God! " If the heart is once e nkindled with this Fire, it will never be extinguished;

It will sweep before It every thing which is not of God. Today | was reading a book and | came
across a few lines which were quite striking. Apropos™* of the above remarks | may be permitted
to quote i t here, although you may have heard it :

Love divine! What a volume in a word!
An ocean in a tear;
A seventh heaven*®
A whirlwind in a sigh!
The lightnin g in a touch!

A millenium in a moment! “%

in a glance;

These beautiful thoughts have added meaning to us, because the very embodiment of Love divine
walks majestically before us.

311t appears the Persians will have stayed on an hour longer at Miss Gamble's house, Abdu'l-Baha going and having a rest midway at Lady Blomfield's
for an hour, en route to the church which was on the opposite side. Their direct rout e will have been 10 km ®7"."

432 AT adds many years later a note; it was obviously a well -remembered story: " They sat through the long weary sermon of the priest, waiting for
the Master to come out, wondering why the priest talks so much and what it all means. Finally the service was over and they h  ad to leave the church
and return home. Oh! | wish yo u were here to see how Abdul Baha laughed when they told their experience and how the priest thought that they had
come to his church to be baptized, how kind every one was to them because they were going to accept the Christ

33 perhaps they were swans.

434 apropos of = appropriate to.

4% Seventh Heaven® = highest heaven.

43 proverbial Philosophy (1837) by Martin Farquhar Tupper® (1810 London-1889 Surrey) [#Wik].


http://paintdrawer.co.uk/jrnsrch.php?a=51.458486,-0.200933&b=51.513417,-0.150403&ttl=Miss%20Gamble's%20to%20King's%20Weigh%20House%20Church
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Farquhar_Tupper

Social Welfare Worker for Muslims on Ships

The many interviews started early this morn ing when an elderly gentleman called on the Master
who is working for the social and economic improvements of 20 ,000 Mohammadans who labor on
the ships***’. The Christians thin ks, He says, that he is wasting his time and energy for no good
cause **®. The Master tells him to go on with this noble work, to serve these helpless people, to
spend as much time as he has and to strive to better their conditions. God is with him and will
undoubtedly confirm him in the realization of his hope.

Indian Asks How Teachings Spread

Another gentleman who has spent many years in India asks by what means and what kind of
organization does the Master intend to spread His teachings.

"Our organization is the Love of God, the Knowledge of the Almighty, the descent of the
Breaths of the Holy Spirit, the outflow of the spiritual life. Our capital is good deeds, merciful
attributes, heaven ly characteristics and divine ethics ".

President of the Women 's University in Tokyo

Then a very distinguished Japanese, Mr Jinzo Naruze***® who is the President of the Women's

University in Tokyo***° and who has been in the United States for several months came in with an
introduction from Edinburgh®*'. He has an article on the "Concordia Movenent" in Japan in the
Oriental Review of November number**? which you can get a copy of by writing to its Editor 35
Nassau St. N. Y. City. The aims of the Movement are very Bahai-like and you will be interested to
know about it. The Master spoke with him about the principles of the Cause and how we are in
need of a divine power to put these principles into practice. Just as the sun is the source of all
lights in the solar system, so today Baha-ollah is the center of the unity of the human race and the
Peace of the world. He asked the Master to write a prayer in his autograph book and He wrote a
very beautiful one. He earnestly pleaded Him to go to Japa n to spread th ese lofty ideals.

Crowds of Visitors; Noon Address on the Absolute Dependence of Man Upon the Divine

So many people called on Him this morning that | do not know the number, neither can | clearly
remember the context of Our Beloved 's talks to them. A great crowd of the very excellent people
were patiently waiting for Him to come and deliver His morning address. They all rise reverently as
He enters. He speaks to them about the absolute dependence of man upon the Divine Power
whereby he is enabled to carry out these teachings. The talk is very powerful and full of cogent
arguments and illustrations from various sources to prove His luminous thoughts.

His Highness Maharaja of Rajnaput ; Survival of the Fittest and Spiritual Love

Then with Mrs Cropper, Mirza Lotfollah and Ahmad Sohrab He goes in the auto to 59 Cromwell

Road* to pay His call on His HighnessMaharaja**** of Rajnaput****. Here He speaks about the

37 Although slavery was abolished, it transmuted into other forms of exploitation. For further informatio n see for example under lascars.

38 Because presumably they were muslim, and so a popular view would consider the effort a waste as they would not after this wor  Id become saved
- but Abdu'l-Baha reassures him how greatly worthwhile it is.

439 Jinzo Naruse (1858-1919) P 9®' ™&pent his whole life in Japan as a pioneer of higher education for women, serving also as a Christian minister. At
33 he studied abroad in the US and in 1912 went abroad a second time to study the educational systems in Europe and the US, and to garner support
from well -known world leaders for the Concordia Association (kiitsu kyokai) he had just founded to unite all religions and philosophies in harmony,
returning in March 1913. He died in 1919, still pursuing his lifelong work. [ #Webjwu.ac.jp biography ®? 4

40 Japan Women's University ® W, established 1901, the oldest and largest private women's university in Japan.
4L AT: "an Edinborogh Bahal'.
442 #Oriental Review, v3 n4 Nov 1912 p2327 online at #Web babel.hathitrust.org °.

44359 Cromwell Road ® ™2 s 10 km®” " 8outh of Lady Blomfield's. The #P01914 locates it on the South Side of Cromwell Road the first house on the
east side of Stanhope Gardens, listing it as Mrs Watts. #Travel Pictures European Tour by the Maharaja himself gives in 1912 the same address.

44 maharaja - Each Indian Princely State, of which there were about 750, had a king ('raja’, related to our word 'royal’); a few raja were particularly
powerful, and they were called "maharaja” (‘'maha’ means great, related to our word 'mega’). In the diary we meet many Maharaj as - Rajnaput,
Rajputana, Jhalawar - but they are all the same person. Rajnaput is a miss-spelling of the subsequent Rajputana® " (a region of western India, now
part of Rajasthan), suggesting the speaker may have had a difficult accent to follow; however Rajputana is a wide region (too big for a lineage), of
which Jhalawar is a pricely state, so it is Maharaja of Jhalawar that is the correct form.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajputana

law **® of the struggle for existence and the survival of the fittest, how the strong ise  ver attacking

the weak, how the rich oppressing the poor. All these are the result of the survival of the brute
force in man. Howe ver the spiritual love will change these unjust conditions.

His Highnesslikewise is anxious to see Our Beloved in India, for we look to you, he says, to unify
the religions and the nations. No doubt Your teachings wil | do a tremendous lot of good in India.

Walk in Park; Lunch; Visits Sick Person; Charcoal Water Tea

Returning to 97 Cadogan Gardensafter a walk in the Park we have our lunch and again at 4 o'clock
the Master is found in Mrs Croppers house® to meet a person who was prevented to come owing
to sudden sickness in the family. Here He speaks with Mrs Cropper and Miss Heronand when they
ask Him whether He likes the cup of tea, He tells us a story of a judge in Haifa who invites Him to
his house and prepares tea for Him which looked li ke "charcoal water". Yet He drinks it just to

please the man. ** He stays himself at Mrs Cropper's and sends us to dinner**.

Unity Feast at the Robinsons '; Deaf Man; Reciprocity and Cooperation

At 8 o'clock there is a unity Feast at the house of Mrs Robinsori*® . Mrs Cropper with the Master

comes to take some of us in the auto. When we arrive at the meeting we find many people
gathered; especially a deaf man and wife who have lived in Alexandria and knew the Master most
well. After talking with them a few minutes He starts speaking on the material and spiritual
reciprocity and co -operation and exp laining the real meaning of the nineteen day 's Feasts. After

the address He shook handwith everyon e and we were driven back home**°.

Return; Valiollah Khan

Opening the door to our amazement we see our dear brother Mirza Vdiollah Khan*“*** standing
there. The Master is pleased with seeing him and after a few minutes with Him | ta ke him to Haji
Ameen's house€™ to stay there till tomorrow. Then He tells me **° the news from "home"; the last

445 Bhawani Singh, Raj Rana Bahadur of Jhalawar (1874-1929); his education included New College, Oxford 1921-22. He was a very enlightened
ruler. Lua Getsinger visit ed him in 1914 and wrote, "The Maharaja was a man of discernment, wide travel, and erudition. In all India, it would be
difficult, | think, to find a Prince more practically utopian, or more sincerely concerned about the advancement and educatio n, of the people over
whom he ruled. His State was by no means the largest one in India, but according to its possibilities it was certainly one of the most progressive. By
the charm of his altogether pleasing personality and the force of patient example, he was slowly but surely overcoming the ag e old and time worn
prejudices and superstitions of his people, replacing them with tolerance, liberality, and broadmindedness along ideal lines of moral, ethical, and
scientific education. He devoted time and money to the building of schools and libraries, and established co  -education in his State. When he became
the Chief of Jhalawar some years ago, there were four schools only; now there are fifty or more with applications for still o thers. He was wisely
turning most of his attention to the youths, both male and female, fully awakened to the fact that the future good of his province lay hidden in their
hands, and more especially in the hands of the mothers of the coming genrations. He erected a beautiful school for girls in J  halrapatan which |
understood was to be perfectly eq uipped that they might be taught all practical things of life, as well as to become familiar with science and
literature. " For her full account of the Maharaja, see the appendix p 263.

46 OT: "love", AT: "law", likewise th e next occurrence. It may be he was thinking ahead to writing "spiritual love" and wrote love here instead of law,
or because they sound similar in his pronunciation.

“7 That is, He doesn't think much about whether he likes a tea or not, but rather  the love it embodies.
%8 |t is not clear where this dinner is.

49 Mrs Robinson is hard to identify due to ambiguity. A T adds "and Mrs Symonds 166 Warrington Crescent, Maida Vale". Mrs Symondsbeing a later
addition is hard to read and so represents a most likely reading. However, there is and was no 166 Warrington Crescent; but 1  6b does exist, if it is
taken as a misreading of a written sou rce. In #P01914 "Lady Robinson" is listed at 33 Evelyn Mansiongjust next door to Mrs T Cropper, which might
seem a promising connection, however if so it would seem strange to send everyone away (for the mentioned dinner) and then co me back again,
although it was not too far; possibly more importantly she is not called "Lady" in the diary text. Nevertheless, the meeting would require a large
enough space for the many Persians and visitors, which a Lady might have. Lady Blomfield's maid, coincidentally, is also named Mrs Robinson, aged
31, and married. An alternative approach is that Symonds is a co -host and '166' Warrington Crescent could just apply to her rather than the Unity
Feast location, but it would seem strange the address had been retained.

%0 The text gives the feel that Abdu'l -Baha didn't stay too long, and nothing is mentioned for when He arrives home; if so, perhaps He was tired, as
the constant stream of daytime events and late -night correspondence and early rising was very wearying.

®IM2 r z §'u'lVIag I -iK/e§ n(l1883 Persiad 1955 Germany) © was an indefatigable promoter of the Faith internationally, appointed by Shoghi
Ef fendi trus’tle®&h o&n duag %H a n\Whemdfter & lieeof sérece beepassed away, the beloved Guardian ordered a memorial for
him at his own expense. After this visit , he continued with Abdu 'l-Baha in Paris until 6 Feb 1913. [#Baha'i World, vol 13, p831-4 (pdf 239-242) "In
Memoriam".]

521t sounds like Ahmad walked him to Haji Ameen's house, if so it was probably fairly close, although some other tran  sport could have been taken; it
is not certain if Mrs Cropper would have still been there with the car if she had quickly dropped everyone off and driven bac k.

453 AT: "us".
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meeting at Mrs Kinrey, your presence and that of other friends at the Pier™" to bid Him farewell. |

was very glad to hear all this lovely news.

King's Weigh House Church Yesterday Reads Tablet Not Gospel

| forgot to write you yesterday that the  Minister of the church last night **° instead of reading from

the Gospel as it is their custom, read the Tablet of Abdul Baha about Peace and love. He read it
with such effect and such power that you could hear a pin drop. In Conservative England this is a
very remarkable event, amounting to a miracle. Today he has written a letter to Lady Blomfield a
copy of which | enclose with her permission.

Mementos and Plan for Oxford Tomorrow

| enclose the card of Miss Herricks meeting®®. Likewise the proof sheet of the Christian
Commonwealth***’. Tomorrow the Master is going to Oxford and returns in the evening. He will be
the guest of Prof Cheyne and his wife .

Love to all Ahmad

Beautiful Letter from King 's Weigh House
11 Lambolle Road N.W. London December 30. 1912
Dear Lady Bloomfield!

Will you be good enough to present my lovi ng compliments to Abdul Baha, and allow me to express
to him, through you, my gratitude for his presence and his words at the King's Weigh Houselast
evening. It was an exceeding kindness for him to come; his message was exhilarating and inspiring.
| know that it was as seed sown in good ground and there will be much fruit of it. Particularly was
his presence an encouragement to me, for, in my humble way, | have been preaching the gospel of
unity and love for a good many years. | trust that he is not overti  red with his most generously self -
giving exertions. | do not presume to write to him directly, but | know that, through your
mediumship, he will be willing to receive this expression of my sincere and loving respect.

| do not know what you do among yoursel ves when the Master has gone from you, how you arrange
for your meetings and so forth, but there seemed to be so much in common between us from the
beginning to the end of the service last evening that | am venturing to say how welcome any Bahai
will alway s be at the Kings Weigh House and if any of our rooms would be likely to be of service to
you at any time it would give me so much pleasure to think that we could make some return to you
for the good you have done us.

With kind regards, and all good wishe s for the New Year
Yours Most Sincerely
(Sig) Ed. W. Lewis

31 Dec - Oxford, Prof Cheyne
Tuesday

London Weather : %N cloudy; overcast thoughout greater part of day ; light wind; no rain; 12min
bright sunshine.

December 31. 1912 12 pm.
Dear Harriet!

454 At New York. See p11.
455 AT: "Dr E.W. Lewis the Pastor of King's Weigh House Church".
456 presumably for the large upcoming meeting on 5 Jan, p 113 rather than the previous meeting of 22 Dec, p 59.

%57 The major New Year issue featured a large amount about Abdu'l -Baha's visit. It is a good testimony to the editors that they proof -checked the
article for accuracy rather than simply publishing them without checking.



New Year Ushered In; Hope for Year to Come

This is midnight. The old year is gently passing by and the Sun of a New Year is dawning upon
humanity. | hear the noise of the whistles , the voice of the church bells very clearly. In our
apartment everyone is asleep but | have been writing for the last 2 hours, waiting for the wheels of
the New Year to be started rolling so that | may start this letter and perhaps  finish it early
tomorrow morning . May it be a heavenly year for you! May your hopes be fulfilled! May your path
be strewn with many fragrant roses! May you become a glowing star in the horizon of Abha! May
you become confirmed by the Breath s of the Holy-Spirit! May your pure life be a shin ing example to
all!

America Sun Arisen, England Dawning

Last night the Master remembering the farewell Banquets in Washington and New York said, "The
Cause in America has arisen like the Sun while in these parts it is yet only the early dawn " Is not
this very encouraging to hear from His Blessed lips? Such a wonderful utterance must naturally give
us greater encouragement and more zeal to spread the message of Love and Unity.

Train to Oxford ; Enjoyable Countryside; Invitation

This morning after having our breakfast Lady Blomfield and Mrs Croppe came in and at about
10.20 am the Master with the two ladies, Mirza Mahmoud Sayad Assadollah Mirza Lotfollah and
Ahmad Sohrabstarted for the station “*®. At 10.50 the train having on its board the King of Kings
started for Oxford. At 11.35%°we arrived there. On the way we enjoyed the country, the green
meadows, the lakes and the many big towns. The country was very charming, very delightful. Such
a contrast with the foggy weather of London! From the station *°° we drove to the home*®* of Prof
Cheyne*“%? by whose invitation the Master was going to speak to the faculty and Professors of the
University * 4%,

%8 paddington Station ® ¥ M2P3.5 km®? " Aorth (4.5 km drive) from Lady Blomfield's.

459 Either Sohrab is giving the interchange time at Reading General station® " Rtimetabled for 11:37, the connecting train then leaving 11:57, all
stations to Oxford), or he has simply misswritten the arrival time with an extra '1', '11:35' intending '1:35' (timeta bled for 13.40); Reading General is
where the station stands today, the Reading Southern having been demolished. [timetable info from #Email, didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk from
timetable titled " Oct 1912 until further notice "]. (For those wishing to trace the route, it would have run (bracketed stations obsolete) as
Paddington, Action, Ealing Broadway, Hanwell, Southhall, Hayes and Harlington, West Drayton, Iver, Langley, Slough, Burnham/ (Beecheg, Taplow,
Maidenhead, Twyford, Reading General, <change and wait>, Tilehurst, Pangbourne, Goring and Streatley, (Moulsford), Cholsey (and Moulsford),
Didcot Parkway, Appleford, Culham, (Abingdon Junction), Radley, (Abingdon Road), Hinksey, Oxford (General) .)

460 Oxford General Station °Ma®W

461 17 Parks Road, Oxford °™2® "Cheyne lived at a very large property named "South EIms'in 17 Parks Road Oxford (now demolished) where he met
"Abd al -Bahd on December 31st 1912 later moving to a smaller Oxford residence at 11 Oakthorpe Road which he named "Santa Luda" and where he
lived until his passing with his second wife Elizabeth Gibson Cheyne. " [Ref: #Web Steven Lamben? 8]

62 Thomas Kelly Cheyne ®® (1841 London - 1915 Oxford, m.1911), the youngest son of a minister, was a pioneer in England of Biblical textual
criticism. His early works kept some sensitivity for traditional biblical scholars, but this disa  ppeared with a conviction that historical criticism
enhanced rather than hindered faith. Contemporary scholars felt this reckless attitude would hinder the acceptance of biblica | critical scholarship in
Britain, whilst the people of Rochester publicly demo nstrated against his 'blasphemy. Much of his work commanded respect, but later assertions
caused him to lose the respect of many of his contemporaries. He married twice, first to a minister ‘s daughter, Frances Godfrey (m. 1882) who sadly
died in 1907, and then to the poet Elizabeth Gibson (186931931, m.1911), a chemist's daughter. He had appealed in previous writings for a 'more
progressive church theology' and close to the end of his life he embraced the Baha 'i Faith. He was on the editorial board of the Christian
Commonwealth, which had followed Abdu'l -Baha's first visit, and after an encounter in London with Ethel Rosenburg in Jul 1912 Lady Blomfield
reported to Abdu'l -Baha that he was ‘a reverent and deeply convin ced Baha'i... [wishing] to read up a good deal on the Sacred Cause, as he intends,
when in better health, to write a book in its favour'. Abdu'l -Baha asked Lady Blomfield to 'Write in particular to Professor Cheyne at Oxford
University, give him my deepest love and highest regards, and tell him that | have the utmost desire and longing to meet him. | beseech God that he
may shine even as a star above the horizon of true knowledge.' Cheyne responded, '...your Message of our loved and venerated Head is a heawenly
surprise,’ and said that he and his wife both eagerly anticipated a second visit of 'Abdu’l -Baha to Britain. 'l want so much to make Baha'i views of
"love" a reality for me. But | cannot move about... Now, would this Great One confer on me the favour of a visit? | live close by to Manchester
College, the Head of which [Dr Estlin Carpenter] would readily grant the use of lecture -hall. | long for it." The correspondence continued between
them, and Lady Blomfield visited and spoke at Manchester College, e liciting a very positive letter from Estlin Carpenter, whom she had given a copy
of Paris Talks. Shortly after, he received Abdu'l -Baha's own visit. His book 'The Reconciliation of Races and Religions' (1914) reflected his new
beliefs. He was the most emin ent western academic to become a Baha'i during Abdu’'l-Bahds ministry. He lost the sight of one eye in 1883, and
suffered from debilitating health most of his life. He died in 1915 at his home in Oxford. [#Oxford DNB; #Lady Blomfield, p120-1 which gives much
more of the 1912 correspondence.]

453 Sohrab notes at the end of the 21 Dec letter, p 57, that this was to be 28 Dec, and there was no plan to make an address.
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Professor Cheyne, a Baha'i, Writing Books while Paralysed; Devotion of Wife; Attar

Prof. Cheyne is a celebrated author having written more than 30 books on various subjects deeply
versed in philosophy and sciences. He is now a Bahai"®* and is engaged in writing a book on the
Movement which may commend itself to the scholars and thinkers of Europe. However, he is 70
years old and for the last 5 years he has been an invalid, his tongue is paralyzed, but he murmurs
and through the motion of his lips his wife who is an authoress also and perfectly devoted to him
tells us what he says**®. His mind is very clear and lucid and during these 5 years of his afflict ion
he has written five books. The Master praised his w ork not only to England but to the world of
humanity. It is very easy to write books when we are well but to write books under such severe
circumstances it is indeed a great service, a wonderful se If-sacrifice and a spirit that knows no
defeat. He told him the story of Attar, who is one of the most famous poets of Persia. Once he was
taking a trip through the desert. On the way the thieves attacked him, robbed all he had and cut
his throat just a little. He managed to live through and reach the city. The physicians attended to
him but he could speak no longer. He lived only one year and during that one year he composed
one book which has survived all his other works.

Mrs Cheyne; Devotion

Mrs Cheyne*“®® in her own name has written many books “®” and most touchingly dedicated to My

husband. The Master was very pleased with her bec ause she manifested such tender anxiety and
solicitude for him that was most beautiful! "She is peerless. She will advance! All the women must
be like her " He said.

A [Mahmud-i-Zargani] On arriving at Oxford the Master fir st went to visit the above -mentioned professor and
conversed with him with utmost kindness. And he showed the Master his writings about the Faith, which he was
continuing despite his iliness. In the condition he was in he was expressing his faith and assur ance with great fervour.
His attitude of belief and attentiveness so moved the Master that He several times, kissed him on the head and on the
face, and kept caressing his head. The Master had luncheon at the home of Professor Cheyne. “®

A [Lady Blomfield:] The visit to Oxford was one of notable interest. The meeting between ‘'Abdul-Baha and the dear,
revered higher critic, Dr. T. K. Cheyne, was fraught with pathos. It seemed almost too intimate to describe, and our
very hearts were touched, as we looked on, and realized something of the sacred emotions of that day.

'‘Abdul-Baha embraced the Doctor with loving grace, and praised his courageous steadfastness in his life 's work, always
striving against increasing weakness, and lessening bodily health. Through t hose veiling clouds the light of the mind
and spirit shone with a radiant persistence. The beautiful loving care of the devoted  wife for her gifted, invalid
husband touched the heart of 'Abdul-Baha. With tears in His kind eyes He spoke of them to Mrs. Thornburgh-Cropper
and myself on our way back to London:

"She is an angelic woman, an example to all in her unselfish love. Yes, she is a perfect woman. An angel.
This lady was Elizabeth Gibson Cheyne the very specially gifted poetess. “*°

A [Thomas Cheyne:] Abdul Baha (when in Oxford) graciously gave me a 'new name™. [* Ruhani (Spiritual).] Evidently
he thought that my work was not entirely done, and would have me be ever looking for help to the Spirit, whose
'strength is made perfect in weakness '. Since then he has written me a Tablet (letter) ... *™

A [Thomas Cheyne:]
ALLAHQABHA!

54 1n a letter to the Manchester Bah a'i Mr. Craven dated Jan. 31st 1914, he wrote, "Allah-u-Ab h 0! D el &drotheB.aWhwy | am a Baha 'i is a large
question, but the perfection of the character of Baha 'ullah and Abdu'l-Baha is perhaps the chief reason... " [#Web, hurqalya.ucmerced.edu (Stephen
Lambden) ° ].

%5 For a number of years before 'Abdul-Bahds visit he was paralysed in the hands and feet and had to be carried to the library of Manchester
College. The paralysis grew progressively worse and affected his throat so that fe w people could understand what he said. [ #Email summarising a
letter 29 Aug 1950 of Philip Hainsworth after visiting Miss Dorothy Daniels, a niece of Professor Cheyne.]

4% Elizabeth Gibson Cheyne ® ®' ™{England: 1869 Hexham - 1931 London, m.1911), who was a poet and suffragist; she had a turbulent life and lived
with her paren tal family writing poetry and speaking against the mold of the world, eventually finding solace and rest in her 40s in her ma rriage to
Thomas, which lasted only four years until his death. Grief and the War took a hard toll, but she visited the wounded and continued to write; She is
buried, together with Thomas and his first wife, in Holywell cemetery . [#From the Wilderness to the Beloved City ].

7 |ists of her poems can be found online®' '.*In her own name", for it was common in the past for women to compose under a pseudonym,
particularly a male one, in order to get published and be read, to skirt or challenge the social values around them.

8 #Mahmuds Diary, vlI, p 52 in #Abdul-Baha by Balyuzi.
89 #Chosen Highway pt. 3, ch.2, p168.
470 #Reconciliation of Races and Religions, Note in the Preface, dated Aug 1914
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To Abdul-Baha,
Oxford, Oct. 23, 1913
My Beloved Friend and Guide:

| cannot forget your tender embrace when you were with me in my study in the dear old house (which we have since
left). It has been a constant source of strength in memory and | fully believe it was by the will of God. There was no
need for me to be "converted, " because | already lived by the truths which you are always insisting on. What | wanted,
and what you gave, was the example of a life (yours was) devoted entirely to the Truth, and the sense of brotherly
love, to which | may fitly add the extraordin ary life of BAHA'OLLAH.

Love is the secret of the universe, and in love | aspire to live. You help me constantly.

| thank you also, with all my heart, for empowering the admirable ~ Mirza Ali Akbar**"* to help me in my search for
Truth. He has been, and is, of great service to me and | shall express my gratitude to him both in private and in public.

Itis a great pleasure to have Hashmatullah*’? so near.
My state of health does not allow me to go into  "society, " but | do see a few friends from time to time.

| fear that university circles are not likely to be open -minded enough to receive the message of Bahaism. But who
would have expected a Saul to become a Paul?

St. Paul's teaching appeals to me by its mysticism. " He too had a "thorn in the flesh, " but he heard a voice saying, "My
strength is made perfect in weakness. "

| trust - rather, | know - that your inward strength remains undiminished. But you have worked, our Brother, the body
very hard of late!

With reverential love in EL -ABHA, in which my dear wife joins, | am, beloved Friend and Guide,
(Signed) (Ruhani)T. K. CHEYNE.

P. S. - | read with much sympathy your prayer for Thornton Chase and from time to time | turn to the volume of
American Tablets. You have indeed, like St. Paul, "the care of all the church es.”" May you be helped with that same
help which you are empowered to convey to others! **"

Leaves Library for Parlor

When Our Beloved left Prof. Cheyne's library where he does all his work He kissed him many times.
Then He came down in the parlor*’* and spoke with the rest of the family **".

Lunch; Vegetarian Question; A Hindu

About half an hour later we had lunch. Prof Cheyne was wheeled down. The Vegetarian question
was touched. Some e told us a story about the head of the Theosophists who was found out in an
obscure restaurant enjoying a piece of beef steak and this made this person although a devout
theosophist to turn his back on i t*’®. The Master in turn explained how the teeth of men are molar
and he has not carnivorous teeth like the ferocious beasts. Then He told the story of a Hindu who
came to Bagdad He abstained from meat and his conversation with this Hindu was very humorous.

LMz r ‘A §Rkbar-i-Ra f s a If1pg@#A21)wasa Per s i 2amvelBeacheg who was an occasional member of Abdu'l-Baha's tour, and was sent

by Abdu'l-Baha to teach in certain European countries including England. Later (8 Jun, Y p187) he arrives in France from London with Lutfu'l | § h
H a k 2[#Abdul-Baha in the West; #Abdul-Baha in France.]
72 Hishmatu'llah Qurayshi presumeably - an I ndianwBaM@eltBahg§ in Paris iema membereof thedrdian Natlorslt

Assembly. He assisted in translating Bahau'llah and the New Era into Urdu. [ #Abdull-Baha in the West].

473 #Star of the West, Vol 4 Iss 17 (19 Jan 1914), PDR-286 ° T * 'which signs it "F. K. Cheyne." Abdu'l-Baha's tablet in reply is given - "O thou, my
spiritual philosopher! Thy letter was received. In reality its contents were eloquent, for it was an evidence of thy literary fairness and of thy
investigation of Re ality.... There were many Doctors amongst the Jews, but they were all earthly, but St. Paul became heavenly because he could

fly upwards. In his own time no one duly recognized him; nay, rather, he spent his days amidst difficulties and contempt. Aft erwards it became
known that he was not an earthly bird, he was a celestial one; he was not a natural philosopher, but a divine philosopher. It is likewise my hope that
in the future the East and the West may become conscious that thou wert a divine philosopher and a herald to the Kingdom.... Thy respected wife in
reality deserves the utmost consideration.... Praise be to God that she is also thy co -worker and co-partner in the perfection of the Kingdom.
(Signed) ABDUEBAHA ABBAS.

4% parlor = informal livin g room, place to receive and entertain visitors.

47> Here 'the rest of the family' would, with Elizabeth, include Dorothy Daniel: "  For a time Elizabeth resisted legal marriage, reluctant to usurp the
place held in Thomas's household by his niece Daothy Daniel, who had been brought up there since babyhood. But Dorothy along with Thomas 's
circle of friends, made her welcome, and in 1911 the couple wed. " [#From the Wilderness to the Beloved City ]

476 \Jegetarianism is not a requirement for Theosoph ical membership but is recommended; H Blavatsky intended to make vegetarianism a rule (" In our
Society everyone must be a vegetarian, eating no flesh and drinking no wine. This is one of our first rules "), and many Theosophists are vegetarians
[#Web theosophy.wiki °].


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_4/Issue_17/Text
http://theosophy.wiki/w-en/index.php?title=Vegetarianism












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































